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CHAP. I. 

Introductory Chapter. 



COURAGE! my dear courteous 
reader ! who haft had the patience to 
wander with me through many ages of 
darknefs ; we ihall foon be able to exclaim 
together. 

Hail to the li^ht of modern^ modifh life ! 
And we (hall return to the living world. 
Vol. III. B not 



t ESSAY ON 

not the worfe, I truft, for our adventurous 
flight acrofs the long deiert of monkifh 
fuperftidonj which wc may both^ perhaps, 
coniider as litde better than 

the dreary realm 
Of Chaos oldy andfable-vejied Night. 

Yet before we attempt to regain the enlight- 
ened Iphere of refined fociety, and falhion- 
able manners, let us not difdain to beftow a 
litde attention on thofe remarkable maidens 
of the cloifter, whole hallowed pu<ty was 
fuppofed to inveft them with miraculous 
power : and thofe ftiU more interefting nuns, 
who had fufficient energy of mind to illumi- 
nate the gloom, that environed them, by a 
chearful cultivation of fuch talents, as arc 
more apt to be extinguiflied, than kindled, 
in the obfcurity of a convent. 

If thou art truly a candid reader, thou 
will not refiife to attend me, while I pay, 
in a few pages, the relpedl that we juftly owe 
to fome monaftic Old Maids : — yet as wc 
proceed, aUow me, gentk reader ! to fay, 

on 
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on our road, a word or two in my own 
favour^ comparing- nrryfclf with two worthy 
prcdcceflbrs, who have gone before me 
over this very tender ground of virginity, 
and with whom I was myfclf entirely unac- 
quainted> when I firft bellowed on the com-» 
munity of ancient virgins my invaluable 
lucubrations in their behalf. 

Thefe two predeceffors of mine were no 
lefs perfonages, than a learned lawyer- of 
Germany, and an elderly accomplilhcd 
maiden of England : the firft, Doftor Korn* 
mannus, publifhed, in 1617, a Latin treatife 
on the condition of Virgins 5 drawn, as he tells 
us in his tide, from natural, divine, canon, 
and civil law; and compofed for the 
inftruftion and amufonent of naturalifts, 
phyficians, theologians, and lawyers : — my 
fecond predeceflbr, Sarah Fielding, the 
worthy fiftcr of our exquifite novelift, pub- 
lifhed, in 1755, an Englifh periodical paper 
entitled Th^ OldMaid,vfhich was rcpublilhed 
in a fingle volume. 

If, pcradventure, my gentle reader, thou 
B 2 haft 



4 ESSAY ON 

haft ever h^ occafion to vindicate thyfelf 
from an unmerited imputation of rudenefs 
and malevolence, thou wilt readily allow the 
unknown and miftaken author of this effay 
to aflume an honeft pride in obferving, 
that he has infinitely more difcretion and 
delicacy than the learned Dodor Kornman- 
nus, and not lefs tendernefs for the fitter- 
hood than the very amiable fpinftcr Sarah 
Fielding. 

In proof of the firft article, I will only in- 
form the fociety of Maidens, that the pro- 
found and over-curious Do6tor Kommannus 
introduces, in his very ferious performance, 
feveral chapters, whofe bare titles I could, 
not repeat to them without blufliing*. As 
to the fecond article, of tendernefs for the 

fifterhood^ 

, * Let rac obferve, however, in behalf of my lefs 
: rrfervcd brother Kommannus, that in compofing his 
elaborate treatife pn Virgins, he appears to have been 
aidnated-by a benevolent motive, and to have well un- 
*d«r(Ibod the fabjedl which he treats; as the learned 
reader will fufficiently perceive from the following 
words of his preface ; 

w Non 
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fifterhood, what has the author of this cflay, 
who is fometim€s accufe^ of treating his 
fair clients with farcaftic cruelty, what has 
he ever faid more farcaftic, than the following- 
harmlefe expreflion of that pleafant member 
of their own community, Sarah Fielding, 
who declares. In the firft number of her pe- 
riodical work, *^fhe is of opinion Old 
*^ Maids are only mifchievous^ like monkies, 
*' for want of employment/* 

But in truth, all general good-humoured 
pleafantry, or juft reproof, pointed againft 
the failings of any community, though they 
may perhaps at the moment awaken, in fomc 
worthy members, a hafty fpark of corporatm 
refentmenty if I may hazard fuch a phrafe, 
yet never produce, in candid bolbms, any 
lafting dilpleafure. 

As a pleafing omen of my future fuccefe 

*< Non ardor aliquls aut fiiror nimius^ fed ut 
" earum pediora exaturemus, et bbnam iimul gratiam 
'^ nobis apud eas conciliemus^ ma:time cum hoc genus 
** apprime irritabile fief^ materiam hancce fumpfi 
" scquam/* Kornmanni Pr^fatio, edit. 1654P 

B 3 in 



6 ESS AY O N 

in appealing thole good Old Maidens, whom 
I have pndefignedly offended, let me clofe 
this chapter by inferting, with the praife it 
deferves, the following pidturc of celibacy, 
drawn by my favourite prcdepeflbr, Sarah 
Fielding; and, if my partiality for this ad-^ 
mirabJe Old Maid docs not deceive me, 
her allegorical tablet is not unworthy of 
Addifon himfclf. 

After defcribing her vifit, in a vifion, to 
the temple of Marriage, and her precipitate 
retreat from thence, in coniequence of the 
alarm, which the terrific attendants of that 
divbity excited ; flie enters the grove con- 
l^crated tpCelibacyi and proceeds thus in 
heracjcpuntof it; 

*' If my heart l^eat with rapture at en- 
" tering the avenues kading to the temple 
<^ of Marriage, thofe which led to the abode 
*' of this foljtary goddcfe pro4uccd a very 
'^ contrary efFcft 5 the grove was compofed 
*? of evergreens, which caft a gloomy and 
*^ melancholy fhade; the way was rough 
*? and thorny, and covered with plants bP ^ 

" the ' 
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*f the ffloft unpleafing afpcft ; no flowers 

*' perfumed the air, no feathered warblers 

^ ftrained their little throats ; the bird of 

« Pallas whooted from the boughs, and 

«* breaking the folemn filence, caft a damp 

*« upon my heart, which almoft tempted 

«' me to return to the deity J had juft 

«« rcjefted: Shame however urged me to 

^' perfcvere, and with infinite labour I at 

«^ length reached the furamit of the hill, on 

« which flood the temple. I entered with 

*' reluctance, which was not leflened by 

*^ thtf appearance of the goddefs : Ihe was 

« feated on a throne of ebony j her counte* 

^ nance was fevere^ her complexion pale 

« andunanimatedi fhe wore aloofe robe 

« of the pureft white^ a garland of willow 

«< on her head, and held in her hand a 

«« branch of barren yew: Chaflity ^d 

« Pride fupported her trains before her 

« Rood Negleft, Contempt, and Derifion, 

^* but, as her port was majeftic and haughty, 

« fhe overlooked them, and kept her eyes 

'« fixed upon a very beautiful pcrfonage at 

B 4 "her 



8 ESSAY ON 

'* hcf^hand j who, fipm her cafy com|K)ied 
** mien, I rightly guefled to be Tranquillity. . 
* *^ As I drew nearer, the cloud on the 
*' brow of Celibacy feemed to difperfe, and 
^ I could obferve in her an air of ferenity 
** which had eicaped my obfervation at a 
** greater diftance ; her whole form feemed 
** more pleafing as I advanced, and I was 
*' already inclining to enlift under her ban- 
*' ners, when, on waving her hand, a youth 
** approached, lovely as the blufh of morn- 
*' ing, and breathing the odours of the 
** ipring : his air was noble and difengaged j 
** his countenance was flulhed with health 
*^ and Iparkled with vivacity and Ipirit; 
** his flowing garments, which fluttered in 
'^ the breeze, his carelcfs locks, floating 
•' in wanton ringlets on his fhoulders, and 
" the rod of manumiflTion in his hand, dif- 
*' covjcredhim'to be Liberty. 

'^ I gave him my hand in a tranfport of 
^ pleafure ; and he^ with a fmile of appro- 
" bation, delivered me to Peace and Con- 
** tentment, the conftant companions of 

«' his 
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" his fte|>s, commanding them to lead mc 
" to the temple of Happincfs, which flood 
^* at an equal diftance from the rival fanes 
'* of Celibacy and Marriage, and received 
** indifcriminately from. both, fuch as were 
*^ introduced by the amiable pair, who 
** were now my conductors. My joy at 
^^ this command was fo great as to break 
** the fetters of flccp, and reftore me to old 
^* age and wrinkles. 

*^ However, though my beauty vaniflicd 
** with my dream, I have the fatisfaftion of 
*^ finding myfelf really accompanied by 
*^ peace and contentment; as a proof of 
^* which, I need only remind my readers, 
*' that I am at this time of life, and in a 
^' ftate generally attended with ipleen and 
** Dl-nature, one of the beft-humoured crea-' 
*' tures breathing ; and, inftead of gadding 
** about to vent my Ipleen upon my innocent 
*' neighbours, and make other people uneafy^^ 
^* like moft of my fifterhood, am, as you fee, 
*' very inofFenfively blotting paper, and 
*' wearing out my fmall remains of fpiritt 

'' and 
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^^ and eye-fight in the fervice, and. for the 
^ amufement of my fellow citizens. I 
^* heartily wiflb, for the peace of fociety, 
*^ every Old Maid in the bills of mortality 
<f was as harmlefsly employed!** 

the Old Maid, N* 21. 

The ipirit and benevolence of this ad- 
mirable fpinfter, have . put mc into high 
good-humour with the fifterhood. I (hall 
now cheriih a lively hope, that even the 
more rigid Old Maids, who frowned on the 
firft appearance of this well-intended eiSay, 
may happily fmile on a r^-perufal of it in 
this corrcfted edition j fince I have affidu* 
oufly endeavoured to erafe every paf&ge, 
cited from ancient and modem writers, 
.which I imagined the niceft of my maiden 
readers could objeft to, either as dull of 
indelicate. 

With mutual kindnefs^ juftly due^ 
Let usy dear Jifierboodj combine ! 

Mild virtues may I fix with ym ! 
Tm make the modejl graces mine / 

The 
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^i world Jhall hy tJris union gams 
What worldlings Jay is rarely fern ; 

4n author neither grofs nor vain^ 
^d Old Maids clarified from J^Ufn^ 
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CHAP. IT. 

On Monajlic Virgins y and the Miracles 
afcribed to them. 

THE enthufiaftic eloquence of the 
different faints, whom we have juft 
Tcviewed, had undoubtedly great influence 
in augumenting the multitude of religious 
Old Maids. But it was not the only caufe 
which produced this effeft : — to the exhor- 
tations of the holy fathers we may add the 
univcrfal and dazzling idea of fupernatural 
power, fuppofed to refide in the monaftic 
vir^ of immaculate purity. Many fe- 
. males would enter with ambitious zeal into 
a ftate which gave them a fair profpeft of 
acquiring the very flattering privilege of 
working miracles: and in thofe ages, when 
diverfe miracles were afcribed to the chafte 
and pious daughters of many a convent, 
every* nun of lively imagination, who had 
the flighteft acquaintance with the legends 

of 
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of her fifterhood, might readily hope for a 
privilege of Svhich examples wiere fo com- 
mon. The lives of the female faints con- 
tain an infinitude of miraculous incidents ia 
honour of virginity. My readers would 
hardly thank me for reviving a large col- 
lecftion of thefe forgotten wonders ; yet let 
me obferve, with the great Montefquieu *, 
** that the lyes contained in thefe lives rc- 
** late to the manners of the time :*' and it 
forms a part of my defign, to exhibit in this 
work the manners and fentiments of difier- 
cnt ages, relating to that interefting condi-» 
tion of female life which I have choien for 
my fubjeft. Every author muft allow a place 
* to many abfurdities, if he means to give 
ahiftory of human opinions, though on a 

<^ Je crois bien que c'eft une fauiTete (fays this 
bold and manly writer, on a paffage in the life of an 
obfcure faint) mais c'eil une fauifete tr^s-ancienne : Ic 
fond de la vie et les menibnges fe rapportent atue 
moeurs et aux loix du temps ; et ce font ces mgeurs et 
ces loix que Ton cherche ici. 

L* Efprit des Loix, lib. xxx. chap. 21. 

§ fjnglc 
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lingle topi(i. The more ridiculous an to-* 
cient kgend may jq>pear to us, the more 
forcibly will it Ihew us the extent and influ- 
ence of popular credulity, I (hall, there- 
fi^rc, feledl a few fupcrnaturil anecdotes of 
pious virgins J and> to render them the more 
interefting,! fhall confine myfelf to.the holy 
maidens of our own country. If we wiihed 
to produce the ftrongeft example of mira- 
culous power afcribed to martyred chaftity, 
we might pitch on the adventures of St. 
'h ^'^ Ofitha, a religious and royal virgin of Eflex, 

who, being murdered and beheaded by Da- 
nifli pirates, in the ninth century, is faid, 
like fome poetical heroes of romance, to 
have carried her fevered head in her own 
hands to a church at a confiderable diftance 
from the fpot where fhe was flain ♦. 

* Dani iitfideles . . • . ipfam fan6lam Oiitham capite 
obtruncant: at corpus exangue mox fefe fubrigit, ct 
caput humi jacens manibus apprehendit; re^oque 
gradtt et finnis veftigiis progrediens ufque ad cede* 
fiam apoftolorum fandorum Petri ct Pauli, per tria 
fere ftadia, illud deportat: quod accidit drca an- 
num 870. Du Monflierj Martyrologium, p. 393. 

The 
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The memory of this feir and chafte faint 
was held in peculiar venerarion, as appears ^ 

from a circumftancc recorded in one of our 
early monaftic chronicles. Alfward, bifliQp 
of London, was aflBifted with a leprofy, and 
his diftemper was fuppofed to be a punifh- 
ment which he drew upon himfelfi by in* 
jpeding this buried virgin, whofe body lay 
within his diocefe, with a profane curio- 
fity, and pilfering fome reliques from her 
grave*. 

Among the moft meritorious of our holy 
maidens^ we ought, perhaps, to reckon the , , ^ 

chafte St. Bridget of Scodand, who, having / >> * ^> < 

relblved on perpetual virginity, and being 
perfecuted by the addreffes of an ardent 
lover, prayed to heaven that Ihe might be 
relieved from his diftrefling importunidcs by 
the fudden lofs of her beauty. Her pious 

• Cum virginis martyris corpus aafu temerario 
infpicere^ et aliquas inde reliqaias aaferre prefa- 
meret^ divino, ut creditar, jadicio tantae temeritatis 
pcenam folvit. Hiftoria Rameiieniis, 

edit. Gale> p. 4$2. 

biographers 
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biographers inform us,, that this fingular . 
petition was immediately granted: — her 
lovely coimtcnance was inftantly deformed, 
and the dangerous luftre of her eyes was 
drowned in blood. But we have the confo- 
larion of being told, by the fame authority, 
^• that flie recovered her charms as foon as her 

purity was pcrfedly fccure. 

Not to dwell on the legends of mere 
niartyrdlogifb, I (hall relate, from thejpioft 
relpcftable of our ancient hiftorians, a mi- 
raculous anecdote, which npt only fhews 
the wonderful cftimation in which monaftic 
virginity was held, but even proves that 
the king himfelf was not fafe, if he prefumed 
to queftion or deride the continence of a 
canonized virgin. 

The celebrated William of Malmfbury 
has enlivened the hiftory of Englifh prelates 
with the following account of a religious and 
royal maiden, whofe name was Editha. This 
lady, the daughter of Edgar, a monarch 
diftinguiftied by his military ipirit and his 
amor*ous adventures, was early devoted to a 

Kfc 
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fife of monaftic purity ; arid is faid to have 
dilplayed all the gentle virtues in the nio- 
naftcry of Wiltoii. Though a profefled 
hun, fhe ventured to indulge herfelf in 
fplendid apparel ; and when reproved by St. 
Ethclwold for her finery, fhe defended her- 
fclfi with a pious vivacity, by a quotatiori 
from St. Augufldn, affirming that pride was 
often fcen in a fordid habit, and humility in 
& golden veft. In her devotions fhe was fo 
fervent, that the great St. Dunflan, who be- 
held her during the confecration of a chxirch 
which fhe had bu'ilr, was enraptured with 
her piety. On pbfcrving, that fhe fre- 
quently extended her thumb, to make the 
fign of the crofs, this prophetic faint ex- 
claimed, "May that blefTed finger never 
'* decay V* and burft into a tender paffion of 
tears, fo violent as to fhake with his fob- 
bing the deacon who flood next Hm. On 
being afked the reafon of his diforder, he 
replied^ ** This blooming rofe will foon 
*« wither j this dove, fo dear to heaven, will 
" fly away from us in fix weeks from this 
V01.IIL C "day," 
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** day/* His prophecy was accoTHpfiftied 5 
the royal virgin expired at the precife 
time he had foretold ; and the fame hoi/ 
man beheld her in a vifion, walking hand in 
hand with the fainted martyr to whom fhe 
had dedicated the church, and command- 
ing that fuch reverence fhoidd be paid tor 
her on earth as fhc received in heaven.— 
Miracles became frequent at her tomb ♦. 
At a fubfequcnt period, when king Ca*^ 

• The cwioa« reader mey wHh to fee the wliolr 
^iccount of diis fmgular apparition* which I have 
ibftened and sd)ridged.— Ita crebrefcentibus ad torn- 
bam miracttlis, ediduni ut efferretur virginis corpus p 
uiventomque totum in cineres fohituin> praeter digi- 
tum et alvum> alvoque fabjeda; iinde fando dubt- 
tand vtrgo ipfa per vifum affiftit : dicensy non mironi 
cffe ii partes ills corporis putraerint, qaod ufus ha- 
beat exanimata corpora in quofdam arcanos naturae 
iinus defluere, et ipfa utpote . puellar membris illis 
peccaverit; caeteriim vcntrem nufla comunpi jufte 
putredincy qui nulla unquam aculeatus fit libidtae: 
ioixnttnem fe fuiife crapulx et caroalis copulas. 
Will. Malmf* de Gefti» Pontiiicum, 

lib. ii. p. 2S^*' 
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• hiite the Dane, who was apt, fays the fame 
I J)ious hiftoriarii to fatyrize the faints of 
fenglandi happened to vifit Wflton, he 
treated the memory of the chafte and holy 
^. Editha with jocular conternpti affirming, 
that he Could never believe fhe was juftly 
fainted for chaftity, as Ihe was the daughter 
of Edgar, the moft wanton of princes. 
• "While he fpoke thus with the irreverence of 
a barbariani he was reproved by the arch- 
bifhop Ednodus. Canute growing angry, 
orders the fepulchre to be opened, that he 
might fee what appearance of fandity the 
dead virgin would difcoven The mau- 
foleum being burft afunderj the deceafcd, 
Iprcading her veil before her face as low as 
her girdle, was feen to arife and attack the 
infolent monarch *• Overcome with ter- 
ror, throwing back his head, and lofing the 
ftrcngth of his knees, he fell to the ground^ 

• EfFrado ergo maufoleo, dcfunfta, oppanfo ante 
' faciem velo cingulo tenus, affurgcre, ct in contuma- 
ccm regem impetum facere, vifa. 

C 2 and 
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and remained breathlefs fo long, that fref 
was fuppofed to be dead ; but his faculties 
returning by degrees, he rejoiced to find 
that, although feVerely chaftifed, he had a 
feafon left him for penitence. The feftival of 
the chafte Editha is therefore held venerable 
in many parts of Eflgland ; and no one can 
thmk of profaning it with imptinity. 

Such are the anecdotes which the moft 
fenfibic and accomplifhed of our ancient 
hiftorians has related of one royal and pious 
maiden* Several incidents of a fimilar call 
might be eafily colledted ; but I apprehend 
the preceding is fufEdent to fhew, in ^ very 
ftrong point of viewj the ideas of our ances- 
tors concerning the fupernatural powers of 
a fpotlefs virgin. What real influence fuch 
ideas may have had in augmenting the mul- 
titude of genuine Old Maids, I ihall leave 
dxc contemplative fifterhood to confider«r 
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CHAP. III. 

On the Decline and Fall of Monajiic Vtr* 
ginif^. 

AGES have exifted, in which a paf- 
fipn for monaftic chaftity appears 
to have Ipread, like aa epidemical diforder, 
through the female world, and ladies of the 
moft elevated rank feem to have been parr 
ticularly expofed to this religious influenza. 
The great hiftorian, who has lately exhi- 
bited a magnificent pidure of declining 
Rome, delineates, with his ufual Ipirit, the 
pious pomp an4 oftentarion, with which the 
three daughters of the emperor Arcadius 
dedicated Aeir virginity to God, He in- 
forms us, that **the obligation of their 
^< vow was inicribed on a tablet of gold 
ff and gems, which they publicly offeriwj 
^^ in the great church of Conflantinople: 
^^ Aeir palace was convcrted^ irjto 9 monafp 
C 3 *^ tcryj 
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*' tery j and all males, except the guides of 
^* their confcience, the faints who had for- 
*' gotten the diftindtion of fexes> were fcru- 
'* puloufly excluded from the holy tjiregi^ 
'^oldV? -^ - 

A female facrifice announced to the 
world with llich dazzling iplendor, muft 
have had great efFeft in extending tiie con- 
tagious paffion for monaftic virginity j and^ 
In the fucceeding ages, we find that many 
queens and princefles, in different kingdoms 
of Europe, preferred the chafte comfort of 
fnonailic continence to all the parade and 
plcafurc of royal dignity. We have fcen, in a 
former chapter of this Efiay, that the marriedi 
royal fair ones;^ as well as the iingle, afpired 
to that ^celeflial crown of virginity^ whicl^ 
was conlidefed as fuperior to every earthly 
diadem j and many of thefc virgin wive? 
(to give them the flrange appellation whicl^ 
they coveted) appear to have obtained, fronri 
the religious coitiplaifance of their hufbandsj 

f Glbboii> vol. ui. p. 315. edit* 1781. 

a very 
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% rery plaufible, if not 'an unqucftionabic 
titk to the prime objeft of their ambition. 
In this weaderful Ipccies of purity, the 
royal fair onc3 of E^land feem to have 
furpaflcd thofe of other tountries.— A very 
amufing Italian author, who has attempted 
to prove that the modern world is not in- 
ferior to the ancient in virtues of every 
clafs, among his examples of the moft lin- 
gular modern chaftity, has mentioned the 
Englifh queen Ediltruda, whom he corjfi-^ 
ders as ti?e wife of three hufbands^ yet juftly 
canonized as a virgin *f The extraordi^ 
nary merit aferibed to this royal Old Maid 
of England, made mc fearcl^ minutely into 
the hiftory of fo interefting a perfonage. I 
find that the Ediltrudg of this counteous 
Italian writer, is the lady celebrated by our 
venerable Bede under the name of M^^ 
thryda; a lady whofe adventures I have 
mentioned in a precedinj^ chapter, on a dif^ 

* S6e a curious book, in^itled, I^'hoggidi oyero 
|;r ingegni non inieriori a' paflati. VenetUf l$58, 
pite fe^ondu^ p. 437. 

C 4 fcrcnt 
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ferent occafion. I will hqre add, that our 
honeft hiftorian, who allows her only tw$ 
bujbandsy yet vouchies for her virginity in 
the following remarkable terms. — After 
faying that fhe rjefidicd twelve years with 
Eogfri.d the king, her laft hufband^^ and yet 
i:emained a, perpptual virgin of glorious in- 
tegrity, he th\|s proceeds:— "To me, and 
*.* to fqme others, who ^o^bted if thi^ 
f ^ were really fo, bifliop Wilfrid, of bleflcd 
5^ memory, declared that he was himfelf a 
5' perfect witnefs of her integrity ; for Ecg- 
** frid had promifcd to give him an amplp 
•' eftate, and a large fum of money, if he 
^f could perfu^de th^ queen to admit his 
•' embraces j b^ing affured that (he loved no 
*' man better. Nor fhopld we doubt," con- 
tinues the honeft Bede, " that a circum- 
" ftance^ could happen even in our ^ time, 
f*. which faithful hiftorians inform us was 
■•* y?ry frequent in the preceding age*." 

Frivoloq^ 

• Cujus confortio cum cfuodttrim fttinw ntcrctur, 
perpetua tamen manfit virginitatis integritate glo- 

riofa; 
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Frivolous and nonfenfieal as anecdotes of 
fids kind may appear to a faftidious critic, 
th^Y particularly deferve the attention of 
the truly philofbpical, as they inftru6t us 
in that moft interefting branch of ufcful 
knowledge, the hijiory of manners. Al- 
though the opinions and praftices of our age 
afford but little countenance to the fadt fo 
candidly fupported by the venerable Bede, 
the moft fceptical reader may incline to ad- 
mit the truth of it, when he confiders that, 
in the days of ^dilthryda, to lead the life 
of a nun was efteemed the height of human 
happinefs, apd the fureft paffport to cclef- 

rioTi; ficut xnihimet fdfcitanti^ cam hoc an ita eflet 
quibufdam vemiTet in dabium, beats memoriae Vil- 
frid epiicopus referebat> dicens fe teftem integritatis 
ejus effe certiffimum : adeo ut Ecgfridus promiferit fe 
ei terras ac pecunias multas efle donaturum^ fl regi- 
nae poiTet perfuadere ejus uti connubio ; quia fciebat 
ill^ nullum virorum plus illo diligere. Nee diffi> 
dendum eft noftra etiam state fieri potuifTe, quod 
aevo prsecedente aliquoties factum fideles hiftorias 
narrant. Mift. Ecclef. p. 162. edit Cantab. 1722. 

tial 
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tial beatitude : nay> to become the parent 

of a nun was regarded as a blelBng of fucli 

importance^ that ibme good ladies were 

contented to facrifice^ jGbr this bleffing^ the 

glory arifing from th^ continent virtue, ia 

which they prided themfelyes fo devoudy^ 

This remark is grounded on an anecdote 

as curious as die preceding^ which Dugdak 

has inferted in his Monaftkon, frpni the 

manufcript chronicles of John, the vicar o£ 

Tinmouth^ This pious hiftoria^i has re* 

corded, that a nobleman, whom he caU^ 

Wolfhelmios, having children by his wife^ 

rcfided with her for eighteen years in per- 

fcft continence; when an angel appeared, 

and exhorted this qhafte couple to cohabit 

once more, for the fake of producing a 

Ipoufe for Chrift; and then to perfevere ia 

their former purity of life ♦ The fuggef- 

* Bx nxore fua liberos procreans^ com conjuge fua 

oAodedm annis^ ufque ad prpvedlam aetatem, Cjcslir 

bem vitam duxit. Angelus autem Domini trina vifir 

one tttriunque hortatus eft i)t ponvenirent> qoia ipoii* 

fam Cbrifti generarent ; et ^e caetero propoiitum fer- 

varent. Monaflicon AngHcanuin, tomt i. p. 256* 

I tiOQ 
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iSon of the angel was not difregarded ; and 
ihis heaven-dire6tcd intercourfe gave birth 
10 Wolfhildis^ who became a nun of fuch 
fignal purity, that fhe rejefted the rich of- 
fersj and efcaped from the amorous purfuit, 
of king Edg2LTi although Wenfleda, the 
fiunt of that licentious monarch, condc-^ 
(cended to ad as the bafe minifter of hU 
pleaflires^ and employed the moft ungcnc- 
fous artifice to enfnarc this relblutc and ilf 
iuftrious virgin. 

But if there were times in which monalHc 
chaflity appeared (6 firm as to^ refill and 
triumph over the importunities even of royal 
intrigue, we muft confcfs that, in odier fca- 
fons, it aflumed a very difierent appearance, 
and turned at laft into the moft deplorable 
frailty. 

The venerable Be4e has himfelf given u$ 
^ very ftriking jH^hjre of monaftic enor- 
imties, in his epiftlc to Ecgbert. From 
this we learn, that many young men, who 
had no tide to the monaftic profefllion, got 
ppfTefiion of monafteries, where^j inftead of 

engaging 
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engaging in the defence of their country, 
as their age and rank required, they in^ 
dulged dieoifelves in the moft diflblute in- 
dolence, and did not abftain from the vir- 
gins that were devoted to God * 

We learn froni Dugdale, diat in the reign 
of Henry the Second, the nuns of Amfbury 
abbey io Wiltfhire were expeUed from that 
religious hoyfe, on account of their incon- 
tinence t i aiid, to exhibit in the moft lively 
colours the total corruption of monaftic 
chaftity, Bifhop Burnet informs us, in his 
Hiftory of the Reformation, that when the 
nunneries were vifited by the comipand qf 

^ Ideoque vacantes, ac fine conjugio, exafto tern- 
pore pubertatis, nullo continentis propofito per- 
durent, atque hanc ob rem vel patriam fuam, pro qua 
militare debuerant, trans mare abeuntcs relinquant, 
vel majore fcelere atque impudently qui propofitum 
caftitatis non habent, luxuri« ac fornicationi defer- 
mnt, neque ab ipfis facra^ Deo yirginibus abfti- 
P^*^'- EpiftolaVencrabilisBed* 

ad Ecgbertum AntifUtem. 

t Monafticon, vol. i. p. 1 9 1 . 

Henry 
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Hehry the Eighth, ^^ whole houfes were 
« found almoft all with child ♦." 

When we confider to what oppreflive in- 
dolence, to what a variety of wretched- 
nefs and guilt, the young and fair inhabi- 
tants of the cloifter were frequently be* 
trayed, we ought to admire thofe benevo- 
lent authors, who, when the tide of reli- 
gious prejudice ran very ftrong m fevour of 
monaftic virginity, had fpirit enough to op- 
i)ofe the torrent, and to caution the devout 
and tender fex againft fo dangerous a pro- 
feflion. It is in this point of view that the 
charafter of Erafmus appears with the moft 
amiable luftre ; and his name ought to be 
eternally dear to the female world in parti- 
cular. Though his ftudies and conftitu- 
tion led him almoft to idolize thofe elo- 
quent fathers of the church, who have 
magnified monaftic virginity, his good fenfc, 
and his accurate furvey of human life, 

• I quote the words of the Bi(hol>. Sec his Hif- 
tory'of the Rcfonnation# vol. i. p. 190* 

enabled 
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fenabled him to judge of the niiferjr id 
^hich female youth was continually in- 
volved by a precipitate choice of the veili 
He knew the fuccefsfiil arts by which the 
fubtle and rapacious Monks inveigled 
young women of opulent families into 
the clbifter^ and he exerted his lively 
and delicate wit in oppofition to fo per- 
nicious to evil. The writings of many 
eminent authors have been levelled againft 
the abiifes of the monaftic lifei but feveral 
of thefe, like the noted work of the hu** 
morous Rabelais, appear to have flowed 
from a fpirit as wanton and licentious as 
ever lurked in a convent; and abound irt 
language offenfivc to every decent readen 
It is not thus with Erafmus ; his two dia- 
logues, intitled. The Virgin averfe to Mar-^ 
riage, and "The Penitent Virgin^ arc written 
with admirable plealantry, and feem to* 
have been 4iA^ted by a chaile and angelia 
defire to promote the felicity of woman. 

In thofc nations of Europe where nufx- 
ncrics ftill exift, how ipany lovely viftims 

are 
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.trc dDHtinually facrifictd to the avarice or 
abiurd ambition of inhuman parents ! The 
mifeiy of thefe vidims has been painted 
with great force by fome benevolent writers 
of Fitmce^ and particularly by that admir* 
al^e noveliil Madame de Genlb, in her 
Letters on Education. In mod of thefe 
pathetic hi(torie$» that are founded on the 
abufe of convents^ the mtfery originates 
from the parent^ and faUs upon the child. 
The reverfehas fometimes ha[^)ened ; and 
chere are examples of unhappy parents, wha 
have been rendered miierable by the reli** 
pous perverfity of a dai^ter. In the 
fourteenth volume of that very amufmg 
book, the Caufiis Celebris, a book which is 
iaid to have been the i&vourite reading of 
Voltaire, there b a finking hiftory of a girl 
mder age^ who was tempted by pious arti- 
fice to fettle herfelf in a convent, in cxprcfs 
eppofitioA to* parental authority. Her pa* 
rentSj^ who had vainly tried the mofl tender 
perfuafion^ endeavoured at laft to redeem 
th«ir k>fl: child by a legal procefs againft 

the 
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the nunnery in which ihc was imprifohed: 
The pleadings on this remarkable trial 
tnay, perhapLs, be juftly reckoned among 
the fineft pieces of eloquence that the law- 
yers of France have produced.' Mohfieur 
Gillct,' the advocate fof the parents; repre- 
fented, in the boldeft and moft afFefting , 
languiige, the extreme, bafenefs of this reli- 
gious feduftion. His eloquence appeared 
to have fixed the fentimchts of the judges ; 
but the eaufe 6f fuperftition was pleaded by 
an advoca^ofequal power, and it finally 
prevailed. The-unfortumtte parents of Marie 
Vernat, for this was the name of the de- 
luded girli were condemned to refign her 
for ever, ami to make a Confiderable pay- 
ment to thofe artful devotees, who had 
pioufly robbed them of their child. 

When we rcfleft on the various evils 
that have arifcn in convents, we have the 
ftrongeft reafon to rejoice and glory in that 
reformation, by which the nunneries of 
England were abolilhed. Yet, it would 

not 
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Itot be candid or juft to confider all thcfe as 
the mere harbours of licentioufiiefsj fincc 
we arc told, that at the ttnrle of their fup-* 
prcffion, fome df our religious houfes were 
Tcry honourably dlftinguifhed by the purity 
of their inhabitants. " The vifitors," fays 
bifbop Burnetj " interceded carnefldy for 
** one nunnery in Oxfordftiire, Godftowj 
*^ where there was great ftriftnels of life^ 
" and to which mofl: of the young gentle- 
*' worricn of the country were fcnt p be 
" bred; ib that the gentry of the country 
" defired the king would fpare the .houfe t 
** yet all was inefFedtual *.'* 

In this point of view, much undoubtedly 
may be faid in favour of convent *; yet, 
when the arguments on both fides are fairly 
weighed, I apprehend that every true friend 
to female innocence will rejoice in thofc 
ienfible regulations, which our Cathob'e 
neighbours have lately made% refpedbing 

* Hifloiy of the Reformation, vol. L p. 238. 
Vol* III, D nunncriesj 
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nwneiies^ 9nd wfajkh feem to promiie ^eir 
xwivcrikl abolmofi^i an event which, wc 
are told by experience, would be far from 
dimuiiihing the purity o£ the fenoak worlds 
fince I can falbly aflert, to (j^g hQ|K>ut of 
the iifterhood> that at t|vA ^ there are 
more genuine 014 Maids es^^ng in Eng- 
I^j than could have been found here aci 
^ny period of our hiftory, when our ifland 
abounded in convents, when ev-ery county 
contained a multiitude of niins* and virgi** 
i{icy was the moft Miionabk of all pro- 
fbffions. 

* See a ju4iciou$ accouat of iuch ttgolations iix 
the Grand Duchy of Tufcany, in the Anoxial Re« 
Ijifter of 1775. Hiflory of Europe, p, 1 48, 
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CHAP- IV. 

Oh tie Suppreffim of Cofivents in FroHCi^ 

SINCE the year*, when this advcn^ 
turoOs little book firit iallied into th^ 
World> the events in a neighbouring king- 
dom have been (b extraordinary^ and impor-^ 
tant, as to attradfc the attention of every 
friend to human nature. Whether we re- 
gard the proceedings in Ftanc^i as fu^efted 
by the demons of anarchy, or guided by 
the good angel of reformation, they are 
hi^ly interefting to all, who meditate oa 
the affairs of earth j and they have a pe- 
culiar claim to the notice of the profcft 
advocate of Old Maids, as they fcem to 
threaten the utter extinftion of his fair 
clients in one. of the molt populous nations 
in Europe. 

Da For 



36 E S S A Y O N 

For let me here obferve, to the honour of 
our fedate Maidens, that the light gaiety 
of their fair lifters in France will hardly 
allow them to pofiefs fuch laudable dif- 
cretion, fuch deliberate wifdom in the choice 
of their condition, as have induced many 
a worthy Englifh Ipinfter to prefer the 
folitude of a fingle life to the allurements of 
marriage, when marriage had nothing to 
offer, that could intereft the heart: fo that 
if no cloifters are to be found to cherilh 
elderly virginity in France, tiere is great 
reafon to apprehend, that in a few years, 
this delightful climate, which has been 
fometimes confidered as the garden of the 
civilized world, though it may grow every 
day more and more produftive, will not 
produce a fingle Old Maid. But an idea, 
much more afHifting to a generous and 
gallant fpirit, difturbed, on this occafion, the 
champion of the fifterhood : on the firft 
rumour that convents were to be utterly 
fuppreft, he was grievoufly apprehenfive, 
that many devout Old Maids muft cruelly 

fufFcr 
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fuffcr from fuch an arrangement 5 and, had 
not age and infirmity rendered it impoffiblc 
for him to fupport the adbive charadter of 
a knight-errant in their fcrvice, he would 
undoubtedly have fallied forth for their 
protedion, though at the hazard of making 
many miftakes as palpable as the grand 
miftake imputed to the mirror of modern 
chivalry, who is fuppofed, by his old 
friends, to have miftaken the honeft wind- 
mill of freedom for the outrageous giant 
of anarchy ; and to have tilted againft it 
fo fiirioufly, as to Ihivcr the far-reaching 
andftout lance of his reafon into a heap 
of radiant fplinters by the violence of his 
encounter. But, alas ! the time-worn cham- 
pion of Old Maids was cjifablcd for fuch 
a knightly enterprize, at the important 
period, when his heart and his imagination 
would have otherwife impelled him to aflift 
a thoufand dulcineas of the cloifter. What 
his misfortunes, however, rendered him un- 
fit to accomplilh, or attempt in his own 
pcrfon, he has happily eflfedled by two 
D 3 worthy 
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worthy fubftitutcs, two noble knights of otif 
country— Sir Orlando Frcennantlc, and Sir 
Nicholas Vertii. Sir Olando is one of thofe 
happy beings, who, frona a native airinefi 
and intrepidity of fpirit, has the ineftinnable 
power of overcoming the various troubles 
of life by holding theni in derifion. 
** Hedajis the world afide and bids itfajs.^^ 

He fecms to think fo lighdy of afflic- 
tion, that a fuperficial obferver might 
fuppofe him to want fcnfibility, and think 
him the worft friend m the world to the 
afflifted: but the reverfc would be much 
nearer the truth j for Sir Orlando has a 
referved, or rather a difguifcd tendemefs 
of heart, which perpetually operates as 
an ally, or a fecrct privy counfcUor 
to the vifiblc aftivity and vigour o^ 
his mind. The time that a common 
friend would devote to condoling with 
the wretched. Sir Orlando would eagerly 
employ in the moft ftrcnuous endea^ 
vours to remove the fource of their 
wretcbednefs ; and this with a mind fb 

unclouded 
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xincloudcd by the evils, which attrafted his 
compaffionat^ attention, that he would jell 
perhaps on the very mifery, he was la- 
bouring to reBeve. 

His old aflbciate. Sir Nichofes, has a fpirit 
of a lower tone, yet of equal fweetnels : he 
is no his a real friend to nature, but more 
foridlf ffiteoured of the works of art. lie 
would ipere neither trouljle nor expencc 
to tfiftifort an anxious Old IVfaid on the 
point of lofing the afylum of a eohvent ; biit 
he would perhaps, with fuperior ardour, 
txttt himfelf ,to deliver from the damp and 
darknefs 6f a cloiftef, the painted head of 
a finner, in preference to the living body 
of a maiden faint/ 

It hapf)ened that thefe' two plealarft 
con^nions Were pafling fonie days with 
me, when the expefted fuppreflion of French 
convents was the reigning topic of the 
hour. Ah, what a time, I exclaimed, with 
a generous palfion for entefprize, in which 
I could not participate, what a time is this 
' for you men of health, leifure^ afffuence, 

D 4 and 
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Upd fpirit! Prepare yourfelvcs for/al de- 
lightful and glorious expedition -, and, under 
the gooci.aufpices of nature and of art, 
take an enlightened furvcy of all the 
provincial cpnvents of France, before they 
are utterly fuppreffcd. What a feafon 
for you, Sir Nicholas, to refcue many a 
forgotten yet precious litde pidure of your 
idol Corregioi what opportunities for you, 
my gallaqt Orlando, to indulge your romantic 
paffion for befriending maidens in diftrefs I 
and truft me, ,among the fair Gallic fufFerers 
on this occafion, you might find many an 
elderly virgin of puf country, whom the 
barbarous pride of her relations has con^ 
demned, for fome imaginary offence, to 
languilh jn early life amid die remote ob- 
fcurity of; a foreign doifter. Heavens 1 
continued I, Ihaking one of my crutches, 
thefe ^re Old M^-ids for whpin the noblcft 
Jieroes of Chivalry would have been proud 
' to contend ! As I fpoke of Corregio, I obr 
ferved the eyes of Sir Nicholas began to 
gliftfn Yfith lively hope i and ^t the ide^ 

of 
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of many a defertcd daughter of Britain 
pining through life in a foreign cloifter, and 
ait laft in danger of lofing even that woefbl 
alylum, the manly figure of Sir Orlando 
feemed to grow more than mortal with a 
paffionate dcfire of fuccouring the afflided. 

In a word, my two fpirited friends em- 
braced with ardour the enterprize, to which 
I excited them 5 and have favoured me from 
time to time with a circumftantial account 
of their difcoveries. What a rich treafurc 
hayc I thus accumulated for the benevolent 
reader, who takes a lively intereft in all that 
relates to elderly maidens ! What an en- 
chanting variety is now before me of pathe- 
tic fcenes and ludicrous adventures ! I could 
indeed wifti to adorn thefc licde volumes 
with a few feleft anecdotes from this ample 
aflemblage of all that is curious, on a topic 
fo intercfting i but the delicacy of friend- 
ship reffcrains me from this indulgence, as 
the two gallant travellers intend to oblige 
the world with a minute detail of their 
(nefl: curious difcoveries in two volumes 

of 
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of an imperial fize, moft fuperbly decorated 
by every artift of eminence, who will la- 
bour, with fond enthufiafm, to delineate 
the precious reliques of monaftic virginity, 
before it finks into utter annihilation. 

In this rare and mifcellaneous colle6tion 
of conventual curiofittesi diere are fcyeral 
pieces of poetry j as I . was particularly 
affefted by one poetical fragment, which 
delineates the heart-felt fufFerings of a &tr 
Englifh reclufe, my two generous and 
fympathetic travellers have kindly prefented 
it to me, with a requeO: that it may find a 
place in thefc pages. 

The verfcs were founded on a private 
misfortune, and were left unfinifhed, they 
arjB therefore in fome parts obfcure. 
To remedy this imperfeftion as much as 
poffible, I fliall briefly relate a few of the 
moft fingukr circumfbinces in the life of 
the fair fuiFerer who wrote them. Thefe 
circumftances were imparted to my com- 
pafTionate travellers by her intimafte friend^ 
who is mentioned in the verfcs under the 

tide 
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ddc of Clara.: tht lady hcrfclf I fhall dif- 
dnguifh by no name^ but diat of Sofit>nia ; 
a name fhe had often a melancholy pleaiure 
in alTuming^ from a remote refemblance 
ihc difcovcrcd in her own fate to that of 
a generous vidim^ the Sofronia of Ta0b ! 
Butj alas ! our Englifh Sofronia had a deftiny 
much more fevere than what the fair martyr 
of the Italian poet endured in perifhing 
with the objeft of her aflFedlion. She was 
the dai^hter of an opulent and auftere 
country gentleman in the north of Eng- 
land; and at the age of nineteen moft un* 
happily incurred the indignation of her 
father by an extraordinary combination of 
uinfertunate circumftances^ which led him 
to believe^ that his only daughter was fink^ 
ing into jt moil difhonourable intrigue 
with the domeftic of a neighbouring gentle- 
man. This w^ fkt from bemg true: 
Sofronia had gre;^t tendernefs and modelly 
in her chara<5ler ; with an equal and perhaps 
^ gcater portion of dignitir and pride. 
She was however involved in a fatal paflion 

for 
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for a youth of high birth, and confiderabfe 
cxpedations, but of a family as hoftile to 
her father's as the Capulet's to the Monta- 
* gue's. The young and adventurous lover 
had dilguifed himfelf in the habit of a fer- 
rant to obtain a fecret interview. This cir- 
cumftancc cxpbfed Sofronia to the moft bitter , 
accufations, and to all the brutality of exaf- 
perated arrogance. She found it impoffible 
to clear herlelf from a charge (he abhorred, 
without expofingber lover to perils more 
terrible to a fond imagination, than any 
fufferings that could fall upon herfelf: flie 
had a military brother, of a moft imperious 
vindiftive temper; and the father of the 
youth (he loved was as unfeeling and tyran- 
nical as her own. From a generous dread 
therefore of involving the idol of .her heart 
in domeftic difcord, by revealing their at- 
tachment, fhe fupported the utmoft inquifi- 
torial cruelty from her own barbarous re- 
lations : who, notwithftanding all her pro-- 
teftations of innocence, believed her guilty 
pf the moft diflionourable incontinence; 

an4 
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and conveyed her to a remote convent in 
a fouthern province of France. This 
prifon for fonne time proved a paradife, a$ 
it relieved her from the perfecution of 
domeftic barbarity: and Sofronia's heart 
was long animated by the hope that^ her 
lover would one day repay all the bitter pang5 
Ihc fo generoufly fupportcd to fave hina 
from oppreflion. I blufh for the honout 
of man/ in being forced to addj that he; 
proved utterly unworthy of fuch magnani- 
mous afFeftion. For fome time indeed he 
ftcretly contrived to cheer and delight 
Sofronia by repeated promifes of gratitude 
and fidelity : but being a younger brother,. 
- he was fcnt to the Eaft Indies in purfuit pf 
fortune, and, corrupted by a fcerie fo frc-. 
qucndy fatal to integrity, he forgot his for- 
mer unexampled obligations to the too gene- 
rous fair-one> and haftily married the young, 
beautiful, and opulent widow of an elderly 
ofEccr, who was killed in the Carnatic. 

The mercenary apoftate endeavoured 
to a!pologize for his conduct in a long letter 

to 



46 ESSAVON 

to the dcfcrted Sofronia : who, abandonecf 
as (he Was by her own femily, ieemed 
now to have no refburce in the world. 

In the agonies of difappointed affeftion 
flic precipitately took the veil j • and, lan- 
guifhing for many years under all the va- 
rious wretchednefs of a wounded Ipirit, 
* at laft died in the arms of the difconfblate 
Clara, a few months before my friends vi- 
fited the convent, which had been chofen for 
die prifon of this cruelly injured captive. 

During the many years, that elapfed 
between the receipt of the Indian letter, 
which darkened afl her prolpefts in life, 
and her lingering diffolution, Ihe was never 
cbfcrved to exprcfi any diing like joy, 
except on her firft hearing that the nunneries 
6{ France were to be utterly fiippreflcd* 
On this occafion, as the travellers were 
informed by the interefUng Clara, who 
had a melancholy plcafure in fpeaking of 
her departed friend, the fine emaciated 
countenance of Sofronia was for the kft 
time irradiated by a glow of fatisfadlion* 
% The 



OLD MAIDS. 47 

The tranficnt gleam of joy, which this idea 
produced m her dgefted mind, infpired her 
with the following verfes: yet that joy, as 
the reader will perceive, was foon over- 
ihadowed by the predominant anguifh, 
arifing from the recolleftion of all fhe had 
endured. 

A POETICAL FRAGMENT, 

WRITTEN BY AN ENGLISH LADY, 

A few days before her death, 

IN A FRENCli CONVENT, 

"^Grnfrom delight hy tyrannous controuly 
My w^fti^g f'^ome abhor i its vital breath ; 

Jnd^in this world of wrongs^ my wounded Jod 
Sees nothing worthy of a wijb^ but death: 

On this detefied earth I yet would paufe, 
DearfoBfhingftfter of my withered youth! 

37? catch thefe tidings^ whichy in Freedom's caufe, 
S^ /anguine fan(y deems the voice of truth. 

Xes^ 
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Tes^ I yet IrVe tofympathize mtb tbee^ 
Sn? hail thy kindred in their bright careeff 

And hlejs thy firm compatriot's hold decree^ 
"Ho reqfon cmjonant I to nature dear I 

She triumphs in the law-crujh'd convents' fate^ 
^he nohleji trophy won by civic JirifeJ-r^ 

Heaven Jhall no more be mocked with prayers 
of hatCy 
Nor earth polluted with the tombs of life. 

Dear Claf-a ! thouy to light and love rejlored^ 
Shalt walk triumphant by a brother's fide \ 

Weave fpotlefs laurels round his guardian f'Coord^ 
And wake to dU the joys of virtuous pride : 

But when they chance to ftrUce my troubled 
thought y 
Names of endearment turn tojiings of woe ; 
Names f at whofe found my youthful hofon^ 
caught ' .^ 

Gay Senfibilitfs enchanting glow! 

Ue who my tender infancy careffed. 

And vow' d to guard me with fraternal fire^ 

He, 
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He, harVrms foe to innocence op'preffid! 
Infldm'd againft me a vin^ivejire^ 

The JnHcied crimen that my ht'dignant /oul 
Could not with truth acknowledge, or abjure*^ 

LffOCj that by Jilence fought pure Honour* s goal^ 
Led me to tortures, that flow death injure^ • 

Ah why,fo oft invoked thro' tedious years^ 
Com" ft tbouy cold phantom t-mthfuch tardy 
pace, 
7(9 her, who, dead to earthfy hopes and fears. 
Would change this dungeon for thy dark em-^ 
hrace ? 

Jits dungein ! where the poor mfeSedmindy. 

Hoarding difguft, as mifers hoard their pelf , 
Sinks, to a mental peftilence refigned. 

From losing no one, to ahhor itfelf 

Tes, Clara I generous friend I whofe worth I 
own, 

Tet want the power to prize it, as I ought ^ 
My heartlefs hofom I to thee havejhown. 

And all the mifery of morbid thought : 

Vol. in. E Jngel 



5P ESSAYOK 

Angel of Pity ! traverjtng ourjpberij 
« And Searching grief Ss that human gutU 

would hidii 
Ohjeefl thou aught more worthy of thy tearj 
lian cloiJier*d iHSims of parentd pride ? 

When lovelefs languor y in a dujkf pally 

Enfhrouds thejpirity whence all hopes depart ^ 

When mortifed affeSions turn to golly 
^d coldjpleen mantles in the ft agnate heart i 

Balm for h^ wounds ho^ vainly reafonjeeks^ 
While injured Nature droops in evWy nerve ? 

While forced Devotion Jcorns the prayer fhe 
Jpeaksy 
And doubts the Deity ^fhe^s doomed toferve^. 

Oh lead me, Death 1 who/e icy band Ifeeh 

Where FaitVs effulgent form irradiates all ! 
Seraph of RetrHmtim ! ^^ — — .^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V- 

t>nj(m Monaftic Virgins diftinguijhed ly 
iiterofy Talents. 

TTT 7 HEN we confider what innumer- 
VV able multitudes of virgins have 
J>aflcd their lives in the leifure of a con- 
vent — when we tt&tA on the aftive inge- 
nuity of the female mind, and remember 
that conventSi during many ages, were the 
treafuries of all the learning that remained 
upon the earth — we riiay be furprifed in ob- 
fcrvirig the very fmall number of monaftic 
Virgins^ who are faid to have bequeathed 
to us any literary produdtion. Perhaps, 
indeed, many a fair and chafte author ha& 
exifted, whofe name and works have been 
tinjuftly buried in fudden oblivion. I am 
led to this conjefture by finding that one 
monaftic and maiden prodigy of literature 
Ms been flxangcly overlooked cr mifrepre- 
E a fentcd 
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lented by our beft antiquarians; I meart 
the poetical Saxon nun Hrofvitha or Rofb- 
vida. This lady, who flouriflied about the? 
year 980, exerted her poetical genius to 
confirm and increafe the number of nw- 
naftic Old Maids. She wrote fix dramatic 
compofitions in imitation of Terence ; but 
on fubjefts very different froni thofe of the 
. Roman dramatift, as the plays of the virgin 
author were chiefly intended to animate 
her filter nuns to the prefervation of their 
virginity. 

It is llrange that thefe dramatic cu- 
riofities are fo imperfe6lly known among 
us, cfpecially as fome of our ableft fcholars 
have lately employed themfelves in elabo- 
rate refearches on the obfcure or^n of the 
modern drama. 

Mr. Warton, in the emendations which 
he has added to his fecond volume on 
Engiifti poetry, has, indeed, mentioned the 
name and tide of this chafte and pious dra- 
marift, but attributes her compofitions to 
her firft editor Conradus Ccltes, who pub- 

lifhedi 
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fiflied her plays and oich^r facred poems at 
Nurenburg, 1501. 

Such inaccuracies are inevitable in a 
-work fo various and cxtenfive 35 the excel* 
lent Hiftory of Englilh Poetry. I have now 
to lament, that, fince I made the preceding 
remark, the learned and amiable fubjedt of 
it is removed from the reach of my cenfure 
^nd my praife : I lament It the more, as the 
curious appendix, with which I am enabled 
to enrich- a new edition of this little work, 
would have afforded to that b^evolent and 
accomplifhed poetical antiquarian a com- 
plete opportunity of rorrefting his involun- 
tary injuftice to the Saxon Virgin Rofvida, 
fhe literary Phoenix of the cloifter. 

As I have obtained, by indefatigable pur- 
fuit, a fight of her rare conipofitions ; I had 
taken tjie pains to tranflate two the moft 
ftriking of her extraordinary dramas, in- 
tending to infert the tranflation with the ori- 
ginal, which the curious reader will find at 
l^e clofe of this volume : but I refle<5ted 
E 3 that 
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that I might afibrd particular pleaiure tQ 
many a literary Old Maid by inferting only 
the Latbi as it would fumifh her with agreea- 
ble opportunities of confulting fome learned 
Cadenus of her acquaintance, on thelb 
early produftions of the monadic mufe. 
I have alfo that tendcrnefs for the credit 
pf the pious ah4 chafte Rofvida, that I was 
unwilling to expofeher^ in an Englilh drefs^ 
to.the ^iltidbus and uncandid criticifm of 
every idle witling. 

If the fifterhood approve iny zeal an4 
^ifcretion in behalf of the Saxon virgin, I 
fliall be the more encouraged to devote the 
refidue of my advanced life to their fervice, 
and execute, to their honour, a work which 
the republic of letters has long wanted, ^a 
Biographical Diftionary of eminent 01^ 
Maids. 

Having this grand performance in con- 
templation, i Ihall not in thefe little bpojc^ 
attempt to expatiate oq the Tefefas of 

Spain* 
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Spain *, the Schurmans of Germany -f;, the 
Soudeiys of France J, the Bourignons of 

Flanders, 

• Saint ycrefa wrote her own pious memoirs, 
^ontaming a fail account of her various inter- 
-views wkh angel? ahd the devil. The beft edition 
of her works is in two quarto volumes, Madrid, 
2752. She died .1582, and was canonized by 
JGregc/y XV. 4621. 

f Anna Maria Schurman, eminent for her (kill i;i 
languages, was a native of Cologne. She refided at 
JJtrecht, and declined an oiFer of marriage from the 
/amo4is Dutch poet, peniionary Cats. She died m 
friefland, 1678. The moft remarkable of her pro- 
idudli^ns is a logical trjeatife, in Latin, to prove that 
the female mind is fit for learning and fcience. 

J Magdeleine de Scudery, perhaps the plaineft 
and moft ingenious of Old Maids. Her romances, &c. 
amounted to forty-fix volumes. She died in 1701, 
at the age of ninety-four. Her poetical compliment 
to the artift who .drew her pidure^ Ihews us, in a 
lively poinr of view, both t^e homelinefs of her fea- 
tures, and the fweefnefs of her c^iarafter. The 
compliment njay iofe fome of its elegance, b^it, I 
^think, none of its good-nature, in the following 
tranilation : 

E 4 f^anttuilf 
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Flanders*, or, in fhort, on any of thofe vor 
luminous virgins, who have aftoniftied the 
different kingdoms of Europe by the ferti- 
lity of their pious or romantic pens, 

« 

Nanteuil I wuhat fwondrous tf^agic grace 

Miift in your pencil lurk! ^ 
For in my glafs I hate my faces |p^ 

Tet /<w^ it i^ your <worA, 

f Antoinette Bourignon, born at Lifle 1616, was 
ft vifionary Old Maid. Though deformed from her 
birth, fhe furmpuntpd many difficulties and hard^ 
fliips tp preferve her chaftity, and fuil^ined an equal 
portion of literary labouri in the hope of illumiaating 
the world by the publication of her pious reveries. 
They were printed in twenty-one volvimes, oftavo, 
with a life of the chafte autlior, written by one of her 
difciples. Bayle has given a very lively account^ 
both of the adventures and opinions of this wonder- 
ful lady. She was not only endued witb the moll 
perfeft chaftity herfelf, fays her biographer, but had 
the faculty of communicating that virtue to others, a 
faculty which the philofopliical Bayle has taken the 
liberty of treating with much fpritely ridicule. This 
fmgular virgin died in Friefland, at ^c age of fixty- 
four, 

But; 
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But there are two monaftic Old Maids, 
^ very remarkable, yet fo little known in 
our country, that I muft embrace the prcr 
fent opportunity of introducing tliem tp 
the acquaintance of my fiiir readers, The 
firft is a pious vifxonary virgjn of Venice j 
the fecond, a poetical nun of Mexico, To 
the Venetian virgin,^ who is known in 
France by the name of Mere Jeanne, th? 
femous French traveller, Guillaume Poftel, 
was indebted for moft of thofe Angular 
ideas, by which he excited uniyerfal afto- 
nilhrnent in the age of Francis the Firfl:. 
Poftel was patrenized for his extenfive eru- 
dition by U^at munificenf prince, to whom 
the learned enthufiaft very confidently pro- 
mifed univexfal dominion. By thLs pro- 
phecy in favour of France, Poftel excite4 
the enmity of fome Spanifli Jefuits in 
Rome, which obliged him to depart from 
that city, and repair to Venice. It was 
here that the wonderfijl Mere "Jeanne^ whom 
Jie defcribes as a little old woman of forty *, 

• Une petit^ yieille ft2nmelette> de Tage de cin- 
c^oante ans, 

imparted 
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imparted to him thbfe myfterics, which he 
communicated to the world in a little book 
written in Italian, whofe long title is fo ci|- 
rious, that I fhall infert an entire tranflatiori 
of it : *^ The firft News of another world j 
•* that is, the admirable Hiftory (and not 
** lefs neceffary and ufeful to be j-ead and 
•* undcrftood by ie\vry one, than ftupen- 
^^dous), jntitled, The Venetian Virgin 
** — part feen, part proved, and moft 
^ faithfully written, by William Poftel^ 
*' firft-born of the Regeneration^ and Spi- 
^ ritual Father of the faid Virgin.'"' — 1555. 

Oftavo, Of this vex-y rare volume 

France is faid to contain only two copies ^ 
but there is a French publication by the 
j^me author, containing the fame doftrine ; 
which confifts in announcing to women aa 
univerfal dominion over the world. This 
dominion, however, is purely fpiritual, an4 
means nothing more than the eftablifhment 
of a more perfeft reafon, which beginning^ 
according to the author, in his Venetian 
Virgin, was to extend over the univerfe, 
and thus confirm and perpetuate the fovcr 

reignty 
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rcignty of woman. How far the doftrine 
pf Ppftel may have been verified, and how 
far the fiftcrhood in particular may Jiavc 
CTJoyed that fovereign purity and perfecr 
tion of reafon, which this learned man firft 
jdifcovered in his celebrated Venetian 014 
Maid, arc delicate points, which the expe- 
rience of my fair readers will, bcft enable 
them to decide. 

While they are fettling the matter, let 
me haften to Mexico, and prefent to them, 
frorri that city, filler Juana Inez de la Cruz, 
a reUgious virgin, fo eminent for her poc^ 
tical talents, that fhe has bjeen honoured 
with the tide of a TendrTWufe. 

Juana was born in November, 165 1, at 
the diftance of a few leagues from the city 
of Mexico. Her father was one of the many 
Spanifli gentlemen, who fought to improve 
z fcanty fortune by an eftablifliment in 
America, where be married a lady of that 
country, defcended from Spanifli parents. 
Their daughter Juana was difljnguiftied in 
^er infancy by an uncommon paflion for 
X literature. 



^ I 
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literature, and a wonderful facility in thff 
compofition of Spanifti verfes. Her par 
rents fent her, when fhe was eight years old, 
to refide with her uncle, in the city of 
Mexico, She had there the advantage of a 
learned education; and, as her extraordi- 
nary talents attrafted univerfal regard, fhc 
was patronized by the lady of the viceroy, 
the Marquis de Mancera, and, at the age 
of fcventeen, was received into his family. 
A Spanifh encomiaft of Juana relates a re- 
markable anecdote, which, he fays, was 
communicated to him by the viceroy him- 
felfl That nobleman, aftonifhed by the 
cxtenfive learning of the young Juana, in- 
vited forty of the moft eminent literati that 
his country could afford, to try the extent 
and folidity of Juana's erudition. The 
young female fcholar was freely but po- 
litely queftioned, on the different branclies 
of fcience, by theolo^ns, philofophers; 
mathematicians, hiftorians, and poets; '^and, 
^* as a royal galleon*' (I ufe the words of his 
excellency the viceroy, fays my Spanift> 

author^ 
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Author) ** as a royal galleon would defend 
^* herfclf againft a few fcallops, that might 
*^ attack her, fo did Juana Inez extricate 
** herfelf from the various queftibns> argu- 
*^ menEs, and r^joinders> that each in hii 
*' own province propofed to her/* 

The applaufe which flie received, on this 
fignal diiplay of her accomplifhments,. was 
far from infpiring the modeft Jiiana w^ 
vanity or prefumption^ • Indeed, a pious 
humility was her moft ftriking charadte* 
riftic* Her life amounted only to forty- 
four years, and of thefe ihe paffed twenty* 
feven, diftinguilhed by the moft exem- 
plary exercife of all the religious virtues, 
in the convent of St. Geronimo. Her 
delight in books was extreme, and fh^ 
is laid to have poffeflcd a library of four 
thoufand volumes; butj towards the clofc 
of her life, fhe made a ftriking facrifice to 
charity, by felling her darling books for the 
relief of the poon Few female authors 
have been more celebrated in life, or in 
^^^th more lamented. . The colleaion of 

her 
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heir works, in three quarto volartiesi co3- 
tains a number of panegyrics, in veHc ana 
profe, beftoWcd Oh this chafte poetefs by the 
moft illuftrious ehaWfters both of Old and 
iNTew Spain. The rtiqtt: fenfible of the 
Spanifh criticiSi father Feyjob> has made 
this (general remark on Juana's compofi- 
tioriSi "that thicy iexcel in eafc and ele- 
*^ gance^ but are deficient* in energy j" i 
failing the more remarkable, as the pious 
fcnthufiafm of this poetical nun was fo 
great, that flie wrote in her own blood ^ 
profeffion of, her faith. Let me obfervci 
in anfwer to her critic, that moil of Juana*s 
vcrfes are written on fubjefts, where poe- 
tical energy -was not to be expefted. Many 
of her poems are occafional compliments to 
her particular friends; and, in her facred 
dramas, * the abfurd fuperftitions of her 
country were fufficient to annihilate all poe- 
tical fublimity. 

In one of her fliort produftioris, Ihe dc- 
fcribes the injuftice of men towards her 
own fex, I Ihall clofe my brief account o£ 

this 
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this admirable fhaiden with an imitation of 
this performance, taking the liberty, how- 
ever, to omit feveral ftanzas* It is, 1 thinkj 
the moft pkafing Specimen that I could fe- 
left from her poetry, and has a particular 
claim to a place in this Effay, fince it may 
be regarded as a vindication of Old Maids, 
compofed by a virgin of eminence and au- 
thority. 

* fVeak men ! who without reafon aim 
T'o load poor woman with abufe. 
Not feeing that yoiirjelves produce 
Tie very evils that you blame. 

Tou ^gainji her firm refifiance ftrivCj 
And^ having firuck her judgment mute. 
Soon to her levity impute 
What from your labour you dmve. 



* Homlres nedosy que acu/ait 
* 4 la muger Jin ra%on ; 
Sjtt 'very que fois la ocafeon 
De lo mi/mo, que culpais, ifc^ 



Of 
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OfiJdomafCs weaknefs much afraUy 
Ofyourowfiprbwefsftillyou boaft ; 
Like the vain child, who makes a ghofi^ 
^ en fears what he him/elf has made* 

Her, whom your arMs haH)^ once emhrac^di 
You thinkyfrefumptuoujlyy tofind^ 
Whenjheis woo'dy as Thais kindi 
When weddedy as Lucretia chafti. 

How rare afoot muji he appedr^ 
Wh^e folly mounts iofuch afqfs^ 
^atfirfi he breathes Upon the glajsi 
Then grieves becaufe it is not clear / 

Still with unjujiy ungrateful pride y 
You meet both favour and difdain j 
^efirm^ as cruel you drraigtiy 
The tender y you as weak deride i 

Your foolifh humour none can pleafey 
Sincey judging all with equal phlegnii 
One for her rigor you condemtiy 
And one you cenfurefor her eafei 

tVbai 
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fFhat wondrous gifts muft bir adorn^ 
Who would your lafiing love engage^ 
When Hgortms^nymphs excite your rage^ 
And eajyftiir ones raifeyourjiom ! 

But while you pew your pride or power i 
With tyrant paffkms vainfy hot. 
She's only blefi who heeds you not. 
And Uaves you all in happy houTk 



VoullL f eiiA^. 
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CHAP. Vt. 

On/me Old Maids of the new World. 

SEVERAL of the Spanifli writers, iir 
giviflg aa early account of the .wef- 
tern worjd, which they had juft difcoyered, 
and were eager to make known, have de- 
fcribed the wantonnefe and the fervility of 
the Americaii females in colours that are 
difgraceful to human nature. The rela- 
tions of Peter Cieca de Leon, in particular, 
exhibit thefe indecent yet beautifol favages 
in the moft deplorable point of view \ and 
might aknoft lead us to imagine, that, rich 
as the new world appeared in many valuable 
produftions, it never produced an Old 
Maid. Happily, however, for the honour 
of the fifterhood, there arofe in that country 
a Spaniih hiftorian, who, being defcended 
from a princefs of Peru, engaged with pa- 
triotic ardour In the noble taik of vindicate 

r :. ;,? ::/ ing 
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mgthe piirity of the Peravian ladies. The 
Inca Garcilafo de la Vega opens the fourth 
book of his Royal Gommentaries with a 
circumftantial account of the virgins devoted 
to the fun. — "In the falfe religion of Peru," 
feys the hiftorian> " there were many things 
** truly great and refpeftablc ; one of thefe 
" was the profeffion of perpetual virginity, 
*^ which the womeii preferved in many houfes 
*« of retireriient, built for them in. many pro- 
** vinces of the empire : and^ that it may be 
^^underftood what women thefe were,* to 
*• whom they were devoted, and in what 
" dicy were exercifed, I fhall defcribe them 
*' minutely, liecaufe the Spanifli hilloriansj 
*' who treat of this pointi pafs over it, ac- 
" cording to the vulgar proverb, like a cat 
** (yoer coals */* 

This illuftrious author then ehters into 
tvery particular relating to thefe religious 
Virgins^ defcribing, firom his own know- 
Jedge^ the exa£): fituadon of the building in 

^ Gomo Oato per bmfai 

Fa (ha 
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the city of Cufea, where they had fermcrljr 
cefidedr-^hc contradifte the general opi-^ 
nion concerning chen>9 and dearly proves, 
that they never dwelt or officiated as prief- 
te0es in the temple of the Sun; on the con* 
trary, he a&rts^ that the Incas took parti- 
cuke care that no men fliould enter into, the 
maniion of thefe fequefbcred oaaidens^ and 
no wonrren into that of the Son — two di& 
tindt buildings^ at a conMcx^kit diftance 
from each other, which Garcilafo tells \m 
ke had feen entire, as they were' prelerved 
with psxticuhr veneradon. hf die Peruviwsj 
in that memorable conflagration^ when>'fe^ 
roldng againft their Spaoilll epprtfkts^ 
Aey bta-nt the city of Cu&o. . 

Thefe virgins, aldiov^ they did ilot re^ 
fide in the temple of the Sun, were ftiU 
confidered as the wives of that radiant 
pow^:, wb<Mnthey refpedcd as the pcoge- 
liitor of their princes* They were all of 
loyaL blood — their number was nd Hmilcdi 
«* but con monly amounted," fays the hif- 
torian^ "to more tfian fifteen hundred/' 

Thefe 
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Thefe ingenious maidens employed 
thenrfdves in trorking afliduoufly for thrfr 
nominal hufband, the Son ; and, as he had 
no immediate occafion for thefpiendid veft- 
ments they faftiiontd for him, it was their 
^uftom to prefent his natural heir, the 
reigning Inca, with the rich and elegant 
produftions of their manuaMabotir. It is 
remarkable, that thefe fequeftered virgins 
were Hable to that inhuman punifhment 
^ich was inflifted on die frail veftals of 
Rome; and, towands the perfoh who fc- 
duced them from their vows of chaftity, the 
Peruvian law was ftill more fevere than die 
*Roman ; it not t)nly took the life of the 
daring offender himfelfi but extended to aH 
the unfortunate beings to whom he was re^ 
iated: all his poiTeffions were to be laid 
defblate, that the earth might retain no 
traces of a wretch, whb had impioufly vio- 
Jated a hallowed Ipoufe of the Sun. 

But whether the maids of Peru were 
yurer in conftiturion than the Roman yef- 
Xals^ or whether the Peruvian heroes had 

F3 not, 
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pot, Ijkc thofe of Rome, that audacity of 
. charafter, which delights ta plunge into the 
^deepeft guilt, we arc affured that Cufco was 
not inured, like Rome, to the horrid fpec- 
tacle of burying frail virgins alive. — " Such 
^* was the law," fays thp hiftorian of Peru, 
** but the execution of if was never fcen, 
f becaufe no perfon was ever foynd to have 
^^ offended againft it." 

The horror and indignatjon with which 
the Peruvians rjegarded thofe Spapifh ruf- 
fians who prqfaqed this virgin fanftuary, 
are happily exprcffed in thofe fpirited verfes 
.pf Dr. Warton, inrilJcd, The Dying Indian.— 
The warrjor thus exults at his death, in the 
idea of having avenged the injured maidens 
of his country. 

O myfon^ 
I feel the vepom lufy in my hreaft. — 
/^roacb ! and bring my crown, deck'd wifp 

the teeth 
Of that iold Cbrijiiany wbofrfi dsr'd der 

flower 
fk^ F^rghts oftheSun.-^"--^ 

Imari'it 
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I marked thejfpt where they wierr^d this trai^ . 

Andence at midnight ftole I to his tomh^ 
And tore his carcafefrom the earthy and left it 
A prey to pifonous flies. Prejerve this crown 
With Jacredjecrecy *. 

The coAimunity of holy virgjns^ had fub- 
fifted for fomc centyries in Peru, before 
that unfortunate empire bccanne the viftim 
of Spanifh avarice, hypocrify, and oppricf- 
fion : yet thofe hiftorical fccptics, .)vho de-; 
light to ftart a doubt on the exiftcnce of 
diftant virtue, might intimate, with fomp 
plaufibility, that this numerous community 
of nominal virgins never contained, perhaps^ 
a fingle genuine Old Maid. They might 
fay, that as the reigping Inca had ^e priyi- 
lege ofvifiting thefe fegueftcrcd ladies (as 
he was the acknowledged reprefentative o? 
jhat radiant lupiinaiy to whom they all pro- 
^ffcd a coiiynubial obcdiejice) every yirgin- 

• Dodfley's Poems, vol. iv. p. 296. 
F 4. * * wife 
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vifc of the Sun would be eager to conAim-* 
mate her marriage, by rcceivmg the carefle^ 
of his imperial proxy. 

But to invalidate fbch a (cepdcal objec* 
tton agjunft the perpetual virginity of the 
iPcruvian nuns, it may be Efficient to ob- 
fcrve, that, befides the fifteen hundred vir- 
gins who were confined in C^fco, there 
were many boufes of retirement in difFcrent 
provinces of the empire, where the mof!: 
lovely damfcis were fequcftercd, as the 
wives or concubines of the reignjng Inca^ 
iijid fych was the religious veneration 
which the fair Peruvians entertained for 
tiieir prince, that, if we may believe their 
hiitorian, every beautiful virgin confiderec) 
it as the height of felicity, to be made a 
captive during life, for the mere chance of 
contributing to die plcafurcs of her royal 
fyiafter. 

The courteous Garcilalb is fb folicitous 
to vindicate the chaflity of the fair Peru- 
vians, that he informs us, there were other 
l^C5, who did not live in « ftate of feclu, 

fion 
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fion from fociety, yet were bound by vow$ 
of perpetual virginity, which they moft 
faithfully obferved. He aflures us, that he 
was perfonally acquainted with a moft re- 
Ipedt^le old lady of this clafs, who was both 
a friend and a relation of the princefs his 
mother. Whoever confiders this honourable 
teftimony in their favour, will readily, I 
truft, admit that primitive Old Maids cx- 
ifted. in the weftern world, before it w^ 
enlightened by its European invaders. 

I pannot quit this part of my fubjeft 
without paying a juft compliment to that 
immortal, though fidlitious, maiden of Peru, 
the Zilio of Madame de Graffigny.— Who- 
ever wifhes to be more acquainted with the 
Virgins of the Sun, may find both infbrma- 
pon and delight in the Peruvian Letters^ 
fi work that, for delicacy of fentimen^ 
and vivacity of defcription, is inferior, per- 
haps, to no performance which the literary 
world has received from the tender and 
Ixydy imagination pf >voman, 

6 CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIL 

On the Reverence paid to Old Maids by our 
Northern Jncejiors. 

OF all people on the globe, thofe to 
whom the fifterhood of Old Maids 
have been moft indebted, are undoubtedly 
Qur brave progenitors of the North, The 
pianly and generous Ootids have acquired ^ 
degree of glory, 

" jfbove all Greek f above alf Ronum fame^** 

}>y paying the moft tender deference to the 
lair fex, and by fetting the higheft value oa 
the virtue of chaftity. According to the 
religious creed of thefc gallant tribes, the 
virgin who died chafle, like the warrior 
who fell in battle, was immediately admit- 
ted, with diftihguifhed honour, into 'then: 

Valhalla^ 
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Valhalla, or Palace of the Dead ♦. Apiong 
the Goddeffes enumerated in that amuOng 
coUedtion of Gothic Fables, the Edda, 
we find the two virgins Fylla and Gefionc. 
The office of the latter was to prefide over 
maidens after their death. The Hall of 
Odin, and the Paradife of Mahomet, bear 
a ftriking refemblance to each othen The 
beatitude which departed warriors werclup- 
pofed to enjoy in diefe two regions of eter- 
nal delight, appears to have confifted chieflf 
in being attended by virgins^ and the learn- 
ed Keyfler fuppofes, that Mahomet was in- 
debted to the ancient Scythians for this al^ 
luring idea f, 

* In ejus (Freiae) aulam etiam vemebant e iequioie 
iexa> qus virgiiies obiifTent. 

. Keyflei-, Antiq. Septent. pag. 180. 

f Mahomed enim nihil novi hac parte elEnxit et 
poUicittts eft aifeclU; fed quod in vicinis gendbus, 
Scytharam progenies et Turcis imprimis forte yide- 
bat fttis arridere, id in novam^ quain adornabati reli- 
gionesD tranftulit. Ibid- pag. 152* 

Tlv5 
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The Gothic maid, who perfevercd in her 

chaftity, had fedeed a peculiar claim to dif- 

4tin6kk>n in the regions of the dead, fince, ac- 

xrording to the popular creed of her countSPjr, 

ihe was cxpofed, when living, to trials of the 

.moft extraordinary and tremendous nature, 

ttrifing from the influence of Runic Ipells, 

In the fingular litde poem, in which Odin 

-enumerates his own magical powers, he de- 

^ares, that ^ he is poflelfed of an incanta- 

^' tioB, by which he can change the mind of 

^ any coy maiden, and bend her entirely to 

•** his wilhes *." — ^' And long after the age 

•*^of Odin,'* fays Bartholiiie, *^it was be- 

** lieved, that by a certain Runic compofi- 

" tion, the mind of any damfel, however 

*^ averfe to love, might be rendered pliant 

*' to the entreaties of her admirer — but if 

** the lover, who attempted to form this 

. ** amorous IpcU, made any mtftake, even in 

^ tracing a finglc letter of the charm, in- 

^ ilead of inlpiring his fair cme with love, 

• JParthoUn. Antiq.Dan, p. 65 »• 
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** he deprived her of health, and loaded her 
^ with foch bodily infirmities, as could be 
" cured only by a more fkilful mafter of 
" this interefting magic, who might difco- 
** ver the errors of the imperfeft fpell, and 
** remove the evil it produced by a new in* 
** cantation.** 

To confirm his account of this popular 
opinion, my author has quoted a little ftory^ 
which Ihews what a fevere misfortune ic 
was to a Gothic lady to be beloved by ^ 
bbckhead. 

The fum of the ftory is this: — Helga, 
the dau^ter of Thorfin, was reduced xk^ 
great infirmity, both of body and mind, by 
one of thefe amorous Runic fpdls,. imper- 
fedly written by a bold but ignorant ruftic,' 
who had firft vainly fought her in marriage, 
and afterwards as vainly courted her to aii 
iUicit connexion. The fource of the lady 'fit 
malady was detedtcd, and fhe was reftored 
to health by the Iiiperior magical talents of 
S^l^l the poet. 

If the heroes of the North, endued a« 

they 
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they were with great bodily ftrength,' pafj- 
iefled alfo this magic influence over the 
minds of the fair fex, they certainly deferve 
our eftecm for having ufed their double 
powers with adniirable moderation and ge- 
nerofity. The Goths, in particular, were 
not only attentive to female honour, in re-* 
^cft to the women of their own nation ; but 
they paid the higheft regard to the chaftity 
of their fair captives, in the mofl: licentious 
hours of viftory and plunder. When the 
Gothic king Totila noade himfelf matter of 
Rome, he exerted fo much care in prefcrv- 
ing the woncicn from violationp that, accord- 
ing to the hiftorian Procopius, *' not a fingle 
** virgin^ or matron, or widow, was dilho-^ 
"nouredV • 

Before that cv«it, an Italian, named Ca- 
kbef, had complained to the Gothic mo- 
narch, that his daughter had been raviflied 

\ • Ita «t non virginis, non matrlsfamilias, non vi- 
ivas ulliiis corpori illufum fit i unde magna illi mo- 
dcftiae fama.— Procopii, lib. iii. — Grotii Hft. Gothi 

by 
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by a powerful chieftain of his army. The - 
magnanimous fovereign doomed the of- 
fender to death, although the Gothic nobles 
interceded for him, on account of his mili- 
tary talents : Totila replied to their inter- 
ceflion in a fjpeech truly royal;— the nobles, 
acquiefced in the juftice of their king : the 
diftinguifhed raviflier fufFered death for his 
cfience, and his property was given to the 
maiden whom he had injured *. • 

A tender veneration for the fair fex was a 
charadberiftic of the northern barbarians, to 
which Caefar and Tacitus have borne a more 
early and a very honourable teftimony. 
The latter has preferved the names of two 
Northern Old Maids, who appear to have 
been idolized by their gallant countrymen 
for their prophetical fagacity. The moft 
eminent of thefc was Veleda, a virgin who 

• Pcrfuafi diftis Gothi pro fatellite hand ultra 
deprecabantur;' fed regem fincbant de eo quod vellct 
agere. Is haud multd poll homini vitam ademit. 
Peconias, quaxunque ejus fuerant^ ftuprutn paiis 
iedit. Grotii Hiil. Goth. p. 324. 

had 
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had cxtenfive authority oVerthat warlike 
tribe the Brufteri, according, to the cuf- 
torn of the Germans, fays Tacitus, which 
led them to worlhip their prophetic fc-« 
males as goddeffes. Veleda maintained 
her dignity with all the circumfpeftion 
. that is proper for a maiden of a charac- 
ter fb important. -She refided in a lofty* 
tower, and admitted not to her prefence the 
Roman emiflariesVho wiftied to converfe 
♦with her * : yet, (haring the misfortunes o( 
her brave countrymen, this chafte pro- 
phetefs fell* a viftim to Roman tyranny, and 
is fuppofed to have been a captive in Rome 
during the reign of Vefpafian. She had, 
however, a virgin fucceflbr in her reli^ous 
office, whofe name was Ganna ; and from 
this circumftance Mr. Pellontier, in his 
elaborate hiftory of the Celts, has fuppofedi 
with great probability, that in the Gernun 

• Sed coram adire, alloqirique Veledam, negataou 
Arcebantur afpedu, quo veaerationis plus inefieC. 

Tacitus, Hilt lib. m 
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tribe of the Brufteri there was a regular 
fucccflion of prophetical Old Maids *. 

The aftive valour, arid the enthufiaftic 
gallantry, which the riiarily barbariahs of the 
North difcovered, evfen in their rudeft ftite> 
produced>,in pfocefs of time> that fingular 
land gbrgeoiis rtiofiument of Gothic genius, 
the inflitution of Chivalry, an inftitutibn 
liiperior, in fome points of view, to every 
thing tl^ we find in the antiqtiities of 
Greece arid Rome j an inftitution peculiarly 
interefting to the fifterhood of Old Maids, 
as one of its capital objedb was the prefer- 
vation of vii^ity ! 

A literary prekte of otir thtif ch has at- 
tempted, in a feries of letters, to elucidate 
this noble inftitution, and to vindicate the 
glory of the Gothic character i— but he has 
unluckily made two remarks, which wotild 
greatly debafe the very charadter that he 
wifties to exdt, if they were not, like many of 
liis critical opinions, entirely devoid of all fo- 

* Hiftoire des Ccltes, livre Ir. chap* 1 9. 

VouIIh Q #4 
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** thd,t feudal gallantry was the offspring df the 
'^ privilege, which the ladies then poflefled, 
*^ of feudal fucceflion * ;*' or, in other wordd> 
that the Gothic knights idolized the feir for 
their rank arid riches, and not for their beauty 
and their virtue. We can believe, indeed, 
that fuch ideas might influence die courtly 
manners of a prieft in the eighteenth century ; 
but a very flight acquaintance widi hifliory 
and romance is fufficient to convince us, that 
fuch ideas were never harboured by dny 
true knight, in the purefl: ages of chivalry. 

How far the virtue of the ladies was 
more refpefted th^n their rank, by the gal- 
lant gentry of this period, we have a flrik- 
ing example in an anecdote related by that 
indefatigable fearcher into the records of 
chivalry, Mr. de Sainte Palaye. 

This curious author informs us, *'that 
** the Chevalier de la Tour, in his inftruc- 
** tions addrefled to his daughters, about 
^' the year 1J71, mentions a knight of hia 
" time, who, in pafllng near the caftlcs in- 

* Letter! on Chivalr/. 

« habitc4 
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** habited by ladies, affixed a mark of in- 
^ famy to the manfion of thofc, who were 
*' not worthy to receive loyal knights pur- 
" filing honour and virtue. He beftowcd, 
*' at the fame time, a juft encomium on 
" thofe whofc merits cntided them to pub- 
*' lie efteem ♦." 

That infinuating Platonic love, which 
mingled itfelf with the manners of chivalry, 
has often, perhaps, undermined the ch^ity 
of a refolute virgin. It would be a curious 
fpeculation to confider how far this refined 
paiiion has proved a treacherous deftroyer 
of Old Maids, and to trace its prevalence 
or declme in different ages ; but, as I fear it 
might lead me to fwell this little work into 
a formidable fize, I fhall content myfelf 
with pointing out the fubjeft as worthy die 
refeariches of my philofophical brethren; 
and only remark, that this chafte yet dan- 
gerous affeftion was highly falhionable at 
the court of England in the year 1634, as 

^ Memoires fur V Andenne Chevalerie, torn* u 
p. 86. 

Q3 wc 
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w€ learn from 6ne of Howeirs femfliar let- 
ters * J and that it is ridiculed with much 
lively ipirit in a play of Sir William Dave- 
nant's, called the Platonic Lovers, reprc-^ 
fentedin 1636, 

Let xis return to the ages of chivalry,—^ 
Notwithftanding the prevalence of this pe- 
rilous Platonic love in thofe ages,^ the fpirit 
of the times gave fuch fidelity, as well as 
vigour, to all the generous afFeftions, that I 
am perfuaded many a lovely damfel of that 
period became a perfed Old Maid, from a 
faithful attachment to the memory of her 
gallant deceafed admirer. I confider the 
tender Melefinda, Countefs of Tripoli, in 
Paleftine, as a mod refpeftable Old Maid 
of this clafs. The romantic Troubadour 
Geoffrey Rudel became enamoured of her 
beauty by the mere report of her charms. He 
crofTed the fea to throw himfelf at her feet, 
Illnefs feized him on the voyage, and when 
they carried him afhore, he was fuppofed 
to be dead. The fingular paffion of the 
• Vol, i. page 259, 

6 knight 
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knight touched the tender foul of the 
Countefs. She haftehed 16 vifit this gaP 
lant viftim of love. He ftill breathed-^ 
received her compafTionate embraces, and 
expired with expreffions of delight on the 
felicity of dying in her arms. ' The Coun- 
tefs honoured his reniains' with a magnifi- 
cent funeral, and retired to lament * him, 
during her life, in the chafte folitude of the 
cloifter*. . * 

Strange as it may found, the virginity of 
woman will be often found to have derived 
its firmed fupport from the gallantry of 
man ; a paradox fufficieotly explained by 
the preceding ilory. 

As the Greeks were utterly unacquainted 
with the fpirit of gallantry, according to 
the confeflion of their learned hiftorian 
.Mr. MitforJfj this may be one among 
other reafons to account for the extreme 
fcarcity of elderly virgins in Greece. For 
our fuperior politehefs, and that happy mix- 

• Hifloire des Troubadours, torn. i. p. 89. 
f Hiftory of Greece, p. i2z. 

G 4 turc 
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ture of franknels and delicacy in our man^ 
ncrs towards women, by which the modern 
world is exalted above the ancient, we are 
certainly , indebted to our noble anceftors of 
the North, who exhibited, in the carlieft 
period pf their hiftoryi the moft generous 
attention to female honour in general, 
and a particular veneratioq for (heir iatelU- 
g^nt Old Maids. 
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BOOK VI. 

CONTAINING MISCELLANEOUS MATTEA^. 



CHAP. I, 

On certain Pajfages in Englijh Poets concern^ 
ing Virgiftity. — On the medical Influence 
ajcribed to it. — On various Devices Jup- 
pojedto afcertain it, fsfr, 

HAVING examined at large, in a 
former part of this EfTay, the many 
brilliant compliments which the fathers of 
the church have paid to virginity, I fhall 
now confider the terms in which the great- 
eft poets of our country have ipoken of 
this delicate and interefting fubjeft. As en- 
thufialin is the eflential quality both of 
faints and poets, we might from hence con- 
jefturc^ that the genuine Old Maid woul4 

be 
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be treated with equal reverence b) both; 
but alas ! the poetical enthufiaft is fubjeft 
to a certain gay and wanton levity of fpirit, 
which tempts him now and then to fail in 
the relpeft that we all owe to the fifterhood. 
This remark is particularly applicable to 
Chaucer and Shakefpeare. I am happy, 
however, in* being able to add,' for the ho- 
nour of the Englifh mufe, that two poets, 
of equal' eminence, have treated virginity 
'with all the modeft and tender veneration 
which we have feen it receiving from (6 
many eloquent faints. It will, I truft, 
be. amufing to compare the language of 
thefe four illuftrious bards on our favourite 
fubjed. — Let us begin with Chaucer. 
Though he flourifhed at a time when the 
convent and chivalry, thofe two profeft 
guarvfians of maiden purity, were in fafhion, 
he does not feem to have entertained any 
very high reverence for a perpetual virgin ; 
at leaft we find him treating that charafter 
with much farcaftic jocularity, in die long 

and 
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^nd lively prologue with which his Wife of 
Bath introduces her tale. The following 
lines feem to indicate that the poet himfelf 
poflefled a fpirit as amorous as that of die 
buxom lady> in whofe charader he is ipeak-» 
ing. 

Un:)at rekketh me, though folk fay vildnut 
Ofjhrewed Lantech, and bis bigamie i 
/ wot wel Abraham was an holy man^ 
And Jacob eke, as fer as ever Ican^ 
. And eche of hem had wives mo than twoj 
And many another holy man a^b. 
Wher can yefeen, in any maner ag€, 
That highe God defended fnariage 
By exprejfe word? I pray you telletb me^ ' . 
Or wher commanded he virgmitee ? 

I wot, as wel as ye, it is no drede, x 

The ApqfiU, whan he/pake of maidenbede^f. 
He f aid, that precept thereof had he non j 
Men may confeille a woman to hen on. 
But confeiUingis no commandemm j 
He put it in our (men Jugement. 

For 
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For badde God commanded Maidenbedej 
fhan bad be dampned Wedding out of dredc \ 
And certesy iftber were nojedeyjowe^ 
Virginiieetbanwbereofjhidditgrowe? 

Tyrwhitt*s Chaucer, vol. i. p. 224. 

It is remarkable, that the argument againft 
virginity, contained in the laft couplet, ap- 
pears alfo in a Greek epigram by Paulus 
Silcntiarius, an author of the fixth century, 
who has defcribed the church of Sanfta So- 
phia at, Conllantinople in a very lingular 
poerti, and who fays, in the epigram to 
whichlallude^ 

Virginity is we alt b : but if by all 
Tbis wealth were boarded, life it/elf mufi 
fall\^ 

Let me obferve, for the credit of Chaucer^ 

* Ko^A ra wmf^iHfii xi»jbii|X»a. va^lfyMj it^ 

An^Iogia Lubini, 410. page 4 j. 
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that he appears defirous of atoning for the 
freedom with which he had treated virgins of 
every clafs, by his verfes on that marvellous 
holy maid St. Caccilia; a compofition ia 
which he engaged, if we may believe th« 
Allowing introduction to it, to prefervf 
himielf from the perils of licentious indo-^ 
lence: 

And for to flit usfromjwicbe idehijji^ 

That caufe is offo gret cmfufim^ 

Ibave here danwyfeithfulb^neffi^ 

^er the Legendcy in trarfflatim 

Right of thy glorious lif andpaffitm^ 

TTfoUj with thy gerknd wroMght ofrcfc and 

liliey 
^ee mcne I^ maid and martir, Seinte Cecilit. 

Tyrwhitt's Chaucer, vol. iii. p. 65. 

But if Chaucer appears to have failed 
now and then, in his veneration towards the 
(ifterhood, his tranfgreflions againft the 
chafte community are very trivial, when 
compared with thofc of Shakcfpcare. The 

Old 
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Old Maid may applaud herfclf for pofleA 
ling a charitable fpirit, if (he. perfectly for- 
gives this faucy. prince •of dramatic poets 
for the following paflkge in his comedy of 
?? All's well that Ends Well" 

** It is not politic in the commonwealth 
**of nature to prefcrve virginity. Lofs 
**of virginity is rational increafe; and 
** there was never virgin got, till virginity 
'« was* firft loft. That you were made o(^ 
** is metal to make virgins. Virginity, by 
** being once loft> may be ten iime$ found ; 
*' by being ever kept, is ever loft : 'tis too 
** cold a companion j away with it ! There's 
** little .can be faid in*t, 'tis agailift the rule 
•* of nature. To fpeak on the part of vir- 
•' ginity, is to accufe your mpthers ; which 
V is moft infallible difobedienoe^ He that 
^^ hangs himfelf is a virgin; virginity mur- 
*^ ders itfelf; and Ihould be buried in high- 
^ ways, out of all fanflifled' limit, as a def* 
*' perate offcndrefs agalnft nature* Viigi- 
'^ nity breeds mites, much like a cheefe; 
•* confumes itfelf to the ve«y paring, and fo 

•* dies 
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*^ dies with feeding its own ftomach, Bc- 
*' fides, \nrginity is peevifh, proud, idle, 
'^ made of felf-lovc, which is the moft in- 
«^ hibited fin in the canon. Keep it not, 
*^ you cannot chufe but lofe by't : out 
** with't ! Within ten years it will make it- 
" felf two, which is a goodly increafe, and 
*' the principal itfelf not much the worfc — 
«* away wjth't 1 — 'Tis a commodity will Idfc 
*« the glofs with lying ; the longer kept, the 
" lefs worth : — off with*t while 'tis vendible ! 
^^ anfwer the time of requeft. Virginity, 
*' like an old courtier, wears her cap out'of 
** fafhion ; richly luited, but unfuitaUe : 
"juft like the brooch and the toothpitk, 
*« which wear not now. Your date is better 
** in your pye and your porridge than- in 
** your cheek : and your virginity, ydur 
'^ old virginity, is like one of our French 
*^ withered pears : it looks ill : it eats 
*' dryly : — marry, 'tis a withered pear : it 
*^ was formerly better ; marry, yet 'tii a 
*' withered pear *." 

* A^s Well that End* WeD, Aft I. Scene i. 

Let 
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Let us obferve, as to apology for our im-' 
mitable poet, that he has given us the pre- 
ceding farcafnns againft the fifterhood as the 
. language of a poltroon. 

Since the perfonal hiftory of Shakefpeare> 
4ark as it isy muft be ftill peculiarly inter-^ 
. efting to every Englifli reader, let me ha- 
zard a few conjedburcs concerning it, that 
were fuggeftcd by the paffage I have 
quoted. 

Mr. Malone, in his very ingenious and 

lutiufing attempt to afcertain the order iit 

which the plays of Shakefpearc were writ- 

. ten, has allotted the comedy of "All's 

, 'Well that Ends Well" to the year ifgS* 

I was at firfl: hidincd to fuppofe, that diis 

: ; degant and accurate commentator was mif* 

taken in this article, from an idea, that 

C' Shakefpeare could not have written fuch 

; an invedive againft old virginity in the 

reign of Elizabeth, who prided herfelf on 

. b^ing the queen of Old Maids. But, re* 

fleftion has led me into a conjecture, which^ 

fenciful as it may fcem to others^ to me ap^ 

pears 
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pears to confirm the date ^ffigned by Mn 
Malone to this comedy j and to give alfo 
additional fpirit to the paflage, as diredtiy 
pointed againft die queen herfd^ from an 
honeft indignation of the poet in behalf of 
his great friend and patron the liberal earl 
of Southampton* Mr. Malone, in Ipeaking 
of this nobleman, has obferved, '^ that he 
** attended lord Eflex on the expedition to 
*• Cadiz, in 1597, as a volunteer, and after- 
** wards to Ireland as general of the horfe, 
" from which employment he was difmifled 
" by the peremptory orders of Queen Eli- 
" zabcth, who was offended with him for 
*' having prefumed to marry Mifs Eliza- 
" beth Vernon [in 1596] without her ma- 
" jefly's confent." 

Now it appears to me highly probable, 
that when his patron was thus injurioufly 
treated by the antiquated maiden queen, 
merely for marrying a lovely young woman, 
it appears, I fay, highly probable, that 
Shakefpeare might at this junfture point all 
his wit, with a generous acrimony, againft 

Vol. III. H thai 
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that old virlinityy tl^hich, ftjjuivocal as it 
wai^, his tyfannical fovefeigri ^confideted as 
the higheft of her titles. In th^ following 
yestr (1^99) ^heri Efftx was in confine- 
itient, Lord Southampton ^nd Lord Rut- 
latid (as we learh frOrti a letter of that pe- 
riod) « time not to the court [at Non- 
" filth] but paffed their tyme in Lon4on, 
*' merely in going to plates euery day *." If 
the cortiedy in queftion made a part of their 
entertainment, as it probably did, they 
muft have enjoyed, with peculiar relilh, this 
fpirited caricatura of old* virginity, as high- 
ly applicable to that malevolent, afFefted 
Old Virgin, who had fo recently excited 
their anger and derifion. 

'This conjefture may at firft appear in- 
cohfiftent With the tradition, that Shake- 
fpeare wrote The Merry Wives of Windfof * 
in the year 1601, at the requeft of Eliza- 
beth; yet it is pofllble, that her majefty 
might enjoin our poet to exhibit a carica- 

^ Rowland Whyte's Letter to Sir Robert Sidney* 

tura 
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tura of love, in the pcrfon of FalftafF, to 
atone for the fktirical freedom with which 
he had delineated old virginity in the fpeech 
of ParoUes. We muft at the fame time con- 
fefi, that this imperious Old Maid would 
have probably correfted the dramatift in a 
manner much more fevere, had fhe ever 
fufpe£ted him of pointing his fatire againft; 
her own princely perfon; although Ihe 
owed him much indulgence for the fublime 
compliment which he had formerly paid 
her, 

.^' As a fair Vefial throned hy the Wefi */' 

But it is time to quit our uncertain 
cojijeftures on this inimitable Ibvereign of 
the drama, to fpeak with more certainty of 
a poet, who has treated the fifterhdod 
with foperior courtely. I mean the gentle 
Spenfer; who has not only celebrated the 
virginity of his queen, in the Introduftion 
to his Legend of Cbaftitie f, but in his cha- 

• Sec Midfummer-Night's Dream, 

t Sec the third Book of the Faerie Queene, 

' H2 rafter 
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raaer of Bclphoebe has given us the fol- 
lowing beautiful dcfcription of this female 
perfedtion. 

^at daintie rojcy the daughter of her morne. 
More deare than life Jhe tenderedj whoje 

flowre 
fbe girlond of her honour did adome } 
Ne fujfred Jhe the midday e"s fcorcbing 

fowre^ 
Ne the Jbarp northente wind thereon to 

Jbowre-, 
But lapped up herftlken leaves moji chair e^ 
Whenfo thefrowardjkye began to lowre : 
Butfoone as calmed was the chrifiall aire. 
She did it f aire difpredy and let to fiorifh fairu 

Et email Gody in his almighty powre. 
To make enfample of his heavenly grace. 
In Paradife whUome did plant this flowre ; 
Whence he itfetcht out of her native place. 
And did inftocke of earthly flejh enrace, 
That mortall men her glory Jhould admire i 
In gentle ladies brefte, and bounteous race 
Ofwomcmkind, it fairejl flowre dothjpirc. 
And bear etb fruit of honour and all chaft defire. 

Fayre 
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F^e ympes rf heauticj whofe bright fiin- 

ing beames 
Jdome the world with like to heavenly lights 
And to your wiUes both royalties and 

reames 
SubdeWy through conquefi of your wondrous 

might! 
With this faire flowreyour gooMy girlonds 

dight, . ' 

Of chaftitie and vertue virginaU^ 
^atjball embellijh more your beautie bright ^ 
And crowne your heades with heavenly co-» 

ronall. 
Such as the angek weare before Ggds tri* 

bunalL 

^0 your f air efelves a faire mfamfle frame 
Of this faire virgin^ this Belf babe f air e, 
To whom, in perfect love and Jpotk/fe fame 
Cf cbaftitiey none living may compaire : 
Nefoyfnous envyjujlly can empaire 
The jprayfe of her frefb flowring mayden-^ 

head} 
For^tby Jhe Jiandeth on thehigb^Jiairo 

H3 Of 
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OftV homurahkftage ofwomanheady 
^bat ladies all may follow her enfample dead*. 

To thefe liacs of Spcnfcr I am tempted 
to add another portrait of vii^ginitjr, by his 
ncglcftcd but * fpiritcd difciplc Fhmeas 
Fletcher, who was once called die. Spenfer 
of his age. In his allegorical poem, ihtitl^d 
^^ The, Purple Iflaad," after giving a dc- 
fcription of Agnia, or Cbaftitie in the Mar^ 
Tied, to ufe the words of his own illuftration^ 
he proceeds thos : 

ff^tb beTy berfifter went, a warlike maidy 
f Partbenia, allinfteel and gilded arms ; 
In needWs ftead a mtgbtyjpearjhejwty^d^ 
With wbicb in bloody JieUs^ and jierce 

alarms, 
^beboldeft cbampionjhe down would bear y 
And like a ibunderholt wide'pajfage tear^ 
Flinging all to ibe eartb . witb ber enchanted 
Jpar.^ 

• Faerie Queen, book iii. caato v. " 
t CHaftitie in the Single. 

Bit 
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Her goodly armmrfienCda gar dm green^ 
Where thoufand JpQtkJf^ lilies frejhly blew 5 . 
Andm berjhieliihe 'lone bird might bejeen^ 
^V Arabian birdy fining in cobmrj new^ 
Itjelf unto itjelf was onely matey 
Ever the fame y hut new in newer datfiy 
And underneath was writ. Such 13 diaftf 
fingle ftate *. 

After a long defcriptipn ,of this heroine, 
the po^et concludes her charafter in the fol- 
lowing ftanza : 

• yf thou/and hdgbts woo'd her with biifii 

pain-, 
To thoujandjhe hfr virgin grant denied \ 
Altbo$Lghy her d^ar-Jought love to entertain, 
They all their wit and all their firengtb 

applied: 
Tet i» her heart Jjove cloje hisjceptfrjwafdy 
That to an h^venly J^ouje her thoughts 

tetraid^ 
Where Jbe a maiden wife wight live^ aud 
wifely maid. , 

* The Purple Ifland, Canto x. edit. 1633, p. 141. 
H4 But 
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But of all the poetical compliments that 
virginity has received, none, I think, are f<> 
truly beautiful and fublinic, as thofe which 
have proceeded from the chafte cnthufiafin 
of MiltoHf Let the reader judge from the 
following paflages of Comus.— The elder 
brother, in fpeaking of his loft lifter, 
fays, 

She has a hidden ftrength^ 



Which if Heaven gave, it ma^ be termed her 

awn: 
'fis Chaftityy wf brother y Chafiity : 
She that has that is clad in complete Jieel, 
Andy like a quivered nymph with arrows keen. 
May trace hugeforefts and unharbour^dheaths. 
Infamous hills y and fandy perilous wilds y 
Where ^ through the f acred rays ofChaftity, 
No favage fierce y bandit Cy or mount aneer. 
Will dare to foil her virgin purity : 
Tea there y where very defolation dwells y 
By grotSy and caverns fhagg'd with horrid 



She 
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She mayfafs on^ with unbkncVdmdjefty^ 
Bt. it not done in pride or in frejumption.-^ 
Some Jay y no evil thing that walks by night 
J^^figy ^j^^y h ^^^y '^ mooripfen. 
Blue meager hag, orftubborn unlaid ghoft^ 
^hat breaks his magic chains at cur feu time j 
Nogobliny or Jwart faery of the mine;. 
Hath hurtful pow^r o'er true virginity. -^^ 
Do ye believe meyet^ orjhall I call 
Antiquity from theoldfchoojs of Greece 
^0 teftify the arms of Chaftity ? 
Hence had the huntrejs Dian her dread bow. 
Fair ftlver-fbaf ted queen^for ever chajicy 
Wherewith fhe tam'dthe brinded lionefs 
And fpotted mountain pardy but Jet at nought 
fhe frivolous bolt of Cupid \ Gods and men 
Fear'd herjiem frown, andjh'e was queen ^ 

tV woods. 
What was that Jnaky -headed Gorgon fhield 
fbat wife Minerva wore, unconquer^d virgin. 
Wherewith fiic freez' d her foes to xongeaVi 

ft one. 
But ri^d looks of cbafte aufterityy 
And noble grace, that dafb'd brute violence 

mth 
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n^tth/udden adoration and blank awe f 
So dear to Heaven is faintly Cbaftity^ 
^hat when afoul is found ftncerely fo^ 
A tboufand liveried angels lacky her. 
Driving far off each thing of fin and guilty 
And in clear dream andfolemn vifion 
Tell her of things that no grofs ear can bear^ 
Till oft converfe with heavenly habitants 
Begin to cafl a beam on tb' outward JhapCy 
The unpolluted temple of the mindy 
And turns it by degrees to the four s ejenccy 
Till all be made immortal ♦. 

Again, the lady herfel^ in her addreis to 
Cotnus, vindicates, with great fpirit, the 
dignity and power of maiden excejlence. 

To kirn thcU. dares 

Arm Us profane tongue with contemptuous 

words 

Againji the fun-clad pwer of Chaftifyy 

Fain would Ifomethingfay 5 yet to what end? 

Thou haft nor ear nor foul to apprehend 

• 

• C(»nus, ver. 415. 

i:he 
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^beJuUinie notion and high myftery, 

^bat muft be uttered to unfold thejage^ •} » . ^ 

jjnd ferious dojlri ne of Virgin ity. , . , 

While we admire the tranfcendant grace 
and energy of Milton's language, let us re- 
mark, in juftice to an elder and admirable 
poet of our country, that mod of the pre- 
ceding ideas, which relate to the preroga- 
tives of the genuine and confirmed virgin, 
are copied from that neglefted but very 
beautiful paftoral drama, the Faithful Shep- 
I\erdefs of Fletcher. In this drama, Clorin, 
a tender and pious nymph, having bu- 
ried her lover, and being determined to 
die an Old Maid, reiides by his grave in a 
wood, and is attended by a modeft and 
obedient fatyr. The caufe of this obe- 
dience, from fuch a creature, fhe expYcfles 
in the following fpeech; to which Milton 
has paid the higheft honour, by mOre than 
one imitation of it. 

If^hat greatne/s, or what private hidden power 
Is there in me^ to draw fubmiffion 

From 
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Frm this rude mm and beafi ? — Sure I was 

morialy 
T^e doubter of a Jhepberd ; be was mojrtal i 
Andjhe that bore m^ mortal: Prick my band^ 
And it will bleed \ afever Jbakes me^ and 
^bejelf-jame wind tbat makes the young lambs 

Jhrink 
Makes me a-cold; my fear /ays I am mortal : 
Tet I bave beard (my motber told it me) 
And now I do believe it, if I keep 
My virgin flower uncroft^ fure^ cbajie, and 

fair. 
No goblin, wood-gody fairy, elf, or fiend. 
Satyr, or otber power tbat baunts tbe gr(yves, 
Sball burt my body, or by vain illujion 
Draw me to wander after i^e fires. 
Or voices calling me in deadofnigbt^ 
To make me follow, andfo tole me on, 
Tbrougb mire and ftanding pools, to find my 

ruin % 
EJfe, wby fhouU tbis rough thing, who never 

knew 
Manners, nor f moot b humanity, wbofe beats 
4r^ rougher than bimfelf, and more mifhapen^ 

Thus 
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^us mildly kneel to me? Sure there's a power 
In that great name of virgin^ that hinds fafi 
All rude uncivil bloods^ all appetites , 
Tl?at break their confines: then^Jirong Chaftitj^ 
Be thou myftrongeft guards for here I'll dwells 
In oppofition againft Fate and Hell '^. 

We find in the fame drama, that the poet 
has ingenioufly availed himfelf of the po- 
pular opinion concerning the medical power 
of the true maiden. His holy Ihenherdels, 
Clorin, fays, in defcribing herfelf^ 

Of all green wounds I know the remedies^ 
In men or cattle y he they flung withfnakesj 
Or charmed with powerful words of wicked art. 
Or he they love-ficky or through too much heat 
Grown wild or lunatic, their eyes or ears 
thicken' d with miftyfilm of dulling rheum i 
^efe I can cure^fuchfecret virtues lie 
In herbs, applied by a virgin's hand f . 

The falutary influence afcribed to virgi- 
nity appears to have been very excenfive. 

^ The Faithful Shcpherdefs, ad i. fc. i. t l^i<J- 

In 
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In the old poem on Sir Bevis of Southamp- 
ton, we find that noble knight preferved 
from his enemy, the dragon, by luckily 
Humbling into a well of miraculous purity : 

Forfome time dwelled in that land 
A virgin full of Chrijies Jandy 
That had been bathed m that welly 
, That ever after y as men can tell^ 

Might no venomous ivorme come therein^ 
By the virtue of that virgin *. 

But the idea that medical powers belong 
to the true maiden, though it was cherifhed 
by our romances of chivalry, and ftill more 
by our monaftic legends, did not firft^arife 
from modern fuperftition. We learn from 
a paflage in iElian, that feme of the an- 
cients admitted eVen the apparel of a ge- 
nuine maid among the articles of their ma- 
teria medica ; nor did they fuppofe the effi- 
cacy of this Angular medicine confined to 
the human frame. That dreadful difeafe 

• Warton's Effay on Spenfer, page 50. vol. i. 

of 
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of man, which has been fuppofed, both in 
England and France, to admit of no* cure, 
but from the touch of the fovereign, might 
be healed, according to the opinion of the 
ancients, by the purer hand of virginity. 
But as thefe maidenly remedies have long 
ceafed to be falhionable in tiie medical 
world, I Ihall not fwell thefe volumes by 
enumerating the different maladies to which 
they were applied, or the various modes of 
application. 

Ceafing, therefore, to confider virginity 
as a noftrum, let us proceed to. remark, that 
it has (bmetimes been the patient, as well 
as the inftrument, of quacks. It is one of 
the moft ftriking foibles in man, that he 
will often attempt to afcertain, by inluffi- 
cient tefts, many doubtful points, which it 
would be much wifer to admit entirely 
upontruft. Hence have arifen many fan- 
ciful and fallacious devices to prove the in- 
tegrity of a virgin. Pliny the naturalift 
informs us, that the ftonc Gagates of Lycia 
was ufed for this curious experiment; and 
4 Albcrtus 
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Albcrtus Magnus is^ fHU more explicit in 
ipeaking of its wonderful property *. A fimi- 
lar power of proving, the fidelity of a wife is 
aicribed to the magnet, in the pleafing little 
Greek poeni on precious ftones, which 
bears the name of Orpheus f. 

But the moft' lurprifing evidence, that 
ever bore teftimony againft a frail woman^ 
was a bird called Porphyrio, which is laid 
to have had fo delicate a fenfe of honour, 
that it put an end to its own exiftence, if 
its miftrefs offended againft the laws of 
chaflity J. 

On this fubjeft we ought not to omit the 
ferpent kept in a temple of Juno, which 
difdained to accept any food unlefs offered 
by the pure hand of a virgin, . This dainty 

* Dq, Miner. lib, ii. De Gagate— aiunt autem 
de expertis eS6, quod fi colatura^ et ejus lotura com 
rafura detur Virginia bibita retinebit earn, quod non 
minget ; ii autem non ' efl virgo, ftatiitl minget : et 
fie debet probari an aliqua fit virgo. 

f Vcr. 319, p. 44> edit. Tyrwhitt. 

X Athensus^ lib. ix.— iBlian, lib. iii. cap. 42, 

animal 
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animal is mentioned by iElian^ and alluded 
to by the poet Propertius, who tells us, 
in elegant and pidhirefque verfes, of which 
die following are an imperfeft copy. 

In fdefulpnfe the fearful damfels gaz'dj 
Who to tbeferpenfs mouth rafh offerings rais^di 
From the chafte maid the proffered food he 

takes, 
While in her trembling hand the bajket fhakes*. 

In the Greek romances we find various 
trials of virginity circumftantially dcfcrlbed^ 
Chariclia, the heroine of Heliodorus, is 
reprefented by that elegant and lively writer 
as pafllng with intrepid innocence through 
a fiery ordeaL The lovely maiden, arrayed 
in a Delphic robe, with her hair difhevcUed, 
and with a. countenance exprcfling religious 
craniport, leaps on a blazing altar* and 

• Talia demiffie pallent adfocra pnelltey 

Cum temer} anguineo creditur ore manus : 
llUfihi admgtas a 'virgine corripit e/cas 5 
Virginis in palms ipfa can\ftra tremuni^ 

Propertius, lib, iv. cleg. 8. 

Vol. IIL . I ftands 
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ftands unhurt amid the flames, attraAing^ 
liniverfal admu-ation, as mote like ix Divi- 
nity than a mortal *. 

Achilfes Tatius ha$ delineated a fcenc 'of 
a fimilar kind, ftill more pifturefque. He 
tells us, that in a grove belonging to Diana 
there was a cave oFpeculiai- landlity; devoted 
to Pan. Jufl: within the portal of this 
cave a miraculous pipe . was fulpended, 
formed of thofe reeds into which the nympK 
Syrinx ^as metamoTphofed>' when fhe fled 
fronri the warttdn purfuit of the ruftic God. 

A wondrous power refided in this pipe, 
and rendered it an unqueftioitafale teft of 
maiden innocence. Whenever .a true vir- 
gin entered the cave, founds qf the fweeteft 
melody proceeded from, this inftrument j 
but if one who had loll her purity wa^ ralh 
enough to approach it, the pipe continued 
filent, and, inftead of mufic, a groan of la- 
mentation was lent forth from the cave. 

Leucippe, the heroine of Tatius, being 

* Heliodori iEthiop. lib. x. 

accufed 
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accufed of impuriCy, is brought to afcertain 
%i&ier het- gtiilt 6r innocence by this awful 
iexperimerit. She is furrourfded by foli- 
citbus fpeftators : her malignant accufer, 
her anxious father, arid her lover, fiifFering 
ftiH ftronger agitation— confident; indeed, in 
the virtue of his miftreis, yet -trembling left 
flie might fufFer from the wantonnefs of 
Pan* Thus attended, ' the' virgin, with a 
meek and modeft, yet intrepid dignity, de- 
fends into the cave. What a group for 
the pencil! New piftures fucceed.— The 
doors of the cave now clofe lipon her. 
What a moment of univcrfal anxiety! — 
The pipe begins to found with peculiar 
fweetnefs — the doors unfold,- and the virgin 
afcends to honour and to love. What a 
fcene of triumph and ecftacy for her /ather 
and her future hufband ! 

In the fame romance we have another 
trial of virgin purity, intitled, " The Trial of 
the Stygian Fountain." The ceremonial of 
it is thus defcribed : — A maiden accufed of 
impurity fwears that the accufation is falfe. 
I 2 Her 
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Her oath is infcribed on a fmall tablet, 
and, with this fulpcnded to her neck, 0x6 
defcends into the fountain^ If Ihe has 
fworn falfely, the water begins to fv^ell, and 
rifes till, reaching her neck, it overwhehns 
the tablet ; but, if flie is a genuine maid, 
the placid water continues below her knee, 
and the triumphant virgin, having remained 
her appointed time in the fountain, is led 
©lit of it by the applauding prieft*. 

In the romance, which bears the name of 
the learned bifhop Euftathius, a fimilar 
trial occurs. That amufing author de- 
fcribes a temple of Diana, in which was a 
golden ftatue of the Goddefs bending her 
bow; at her feet flowed a murmuring 
fountain, by which the chafle Divinity ufed 
to prove the innocence of her votaries* 
The* fufpefted virgin was condufted into 
this myfterious water with a crown of laurel 
on her head. If ihe was really pure, the 
Goddefs did not extend her bow, the water 

• Achilles Tatius, lib. v£ii. 

remained 
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remained calm, and the maiden paffed qui- 
cdy through it, retaining her laurel crown 
on her head; but if (to copy the expreffion 
of Euftathius) the breath of Venus had ex- 
tinguifhed her virgin lamp, Diana direfted 
her bow againft the pretended virgin, and 
feemed to aim at her head. The af- 
frighted culprit hid herfelf in the ftream to 
avoid the fhaft, and her laurel wreath was 
wafhed off by the murmuring water *. 

Incidents of this kind feem to belong to 
romance 5 yet the learned editor of Eufta* 
thius, in a note to this ftory, has produced 
a fimilar anecdote from a grave hiftorian. 
He quotes a paffage from an unpubliflied 
Greek chronicle of Conftantinbple, which 
informs us, that a ftatue of Venus in that 
city had this formidable attribute of difco- 
vering the foibles of the fair : it -afcertained 
the purity of married women and of virgins, 
both rich and poor ; but at laft, fays the 
chronicle, the fitter of Juftin's wife de- 

* Eoilathius de IfmeniaB et Ifmenes Amoribusj 
fib. viii 

1 3 ftroyed 
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ftroyed the ftatue for having dete£t^ her 
ffailty*. 

The only remains of ithefe ;fuperftitiou& 
and faotaftic trials of virginity, that have 
defcended to our more refined. arid enlightr 
ened age, -appear in the common jeft of try- 
ing to rekindle by the. breath an extinguiftied 
candle. Pafquier,. the learned French an- 
tiquarian, has written a chapter on this 
Iportlve cuftom: he does not, indeed^ at- 
tempt to difcover its origin, but gravely 
takes occafion from the idea to affert the 
defpicable emptinels of aU animal: pleafurej 
and to affirm, on the authority of Tertijl- 
lian, that^ die happincfs of woman confifts 
ia her virginity .f. u> . . ' 

- I fhJl clofe this : mifcellaiieQus chapter 
by acquainting the chafte . fifterhood with 
many vain attempts that I have made to 
clucidvite a very . myfterious proverb, by 
v/Lich tiieir \7bole oi Jcr is p::epoilero;:fly 
condemned to a very^ftrange aod, unworthy 

* Euftatliias GauLnlnl, "Notariim; p. 37, 
: f Pafqaier, Reclierches/lib. viii. chap, 22. 

deftiny 1 
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deftiny ; I mean the proverb, which fays, 
that Old Maids are doomed **to lead apes 
^^ in hell.'^ After conlulring the pro- 
foundeft antiquarians of our own country, 
and fome upon the continent, I am ftill un- 
able to afcertain the origin of this remark- 
able faying. One of my ingenious friends 
is convinced that it was invented by the 
Monks, to allure opulent females into the 
/cloifter, by teaching them, that if they did 
not become the fpoufcs either of man or 
God, they muft expe<5t to be united, in a 
future world, to the molt impertinent and 
difgufting companion. For my own part, 
I am inclined to rank an idea fo injurious 
to my fair friends among the difmal and 
dcfpicable fuperftitions of ^gypt, as I find 
a pafTage in Hermes Trifmegiftus>^ which 
lays, that thofe who die childlefs are, im- 
mediately after their death, tormented by 
demons*. I muft confefs, however, that 
from the very high refpedt which the 
Egyptians entertained for the ape, the 
* Trifmegifti lib. ix. 

I 4 demons 
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demons intended by Trifmegiftus could 
hardly be of that figure. Indeed^ the af- 
feftionate adoration which apes have fome- 
tinies received, as we learn from the pious 
poet Prudentius*, has at times led me 
to conjefturc, chat the faying in quefKon 
might have arifen in fome country where 
it bore a very different meaning from 
what we annex to it at prefent; where this 
deftiny of the ancient virgin was intended, 
not as the punifhment, but the reward of 
her continence. 

• That the ape, though a wanton animal, 
was fometimes confidered by the Pagans as 
a fervant to the Goddefs of Chafldty, we learn 
from Strabo, who tells us there was a temple 
of Diana in which apes were faid to dance 
on her fcftival. 

I do not rccoUeft to have feen the ex- 
preffion oHeading apes in any of our very 
early Englifh writers. The lively Beatrice of 

• Vcnercm precaris, comprecare ct fiiniam. 

Prudentius. 

ShakeJpcarc 
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3hakcfpcare alludes more than once to this 
humiliating deftiny of the antiquated maiden; 
and Delia, in Shirley's comedy, called The 
School* of Compliments, 1637, talks alfo 
of being condemned to lead apes in hell. 

A living poet of our country feems to ■* ■' '■/• 
have wifhed to make the fifterhood amends j ^^ ^ ^ 
for the infult of this injurious proverb, by 
aflSgning a place to Old Maids in his poe- " 
tical elyfium. As the friend and advocate 
of the chafte community, I tranfcribe with 
lingular pleafure the following verfes, in 
which their neglefted merits arc fo libe- 
rally diftinguilhed. 

^ Turn to this chearfulband^ and mark in this 
*' Spirits whojuftly claim my realms ofbltfs! 
^' Mojl lovely thpje ! when judg'd by generous 

^\truth^ 
^ iho^ beauty is not theirs^ nor blooming 

^^ youth \ 
** For thefe are they^ who, in life's thortrf 

''Jhade, 
^ Rcpirid not at the name of ancient maid. 

•" No 
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^' No proud dijdain, no narrownefs of heart j 

" Held them from Hymen's temping rites apart i 

^* But fair dijcretion led them to withdraw 

^* From the prized honour of his proffered law ; 

^ jTV quit the obje5l of no hajly choice 

f^ In mildjubmiffton to a parenfs voice % 

<« ^he valued lover with ajigh refign^ 

^' Andfacrifice delight at dutfsjhrine. 

** With Jmile's they hore^ from' angry Jpleen 

*^ e:>^empty 
^ Injurious mockery andcoarje contempt: 
" ^'Twas theirs to clafpy eachjelfijh care above^ 
" Afifler^s orphans with parentaHovCy 
*^ And all her tender offices fupply^ 
" Though bound not by thejlrong maternal tie-, 
^«c >^^^s theirs to bid intejiine quarrels ceafe^ 
*^ And form the cement of domejiic peace : 
^' No throbbing joy their fpotlefs bojamfir'dy 
" San:e what Benevolence herfelf in/pir\dy 
*' No pruife they fought y except that praife 

'' refin'dy 
'^^ Which the heart whifpers to the worthy 

''mind'':' 

• Hayley'sTriumpks of Temper, canto v. ver. 563. 

t CHAR 
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(Containing tl^e Difcuffion of a very delicate^ 
. ' and important ^ejiion. 

AS good fortune has thrown into my 
hands ^ manufcript oration on a 
topic highly interefting to the filterhood, I 
Ihall infert it in this chapter \ and, to gra- 
tify, to the utmoft of my; power, the curio-^ 
fity of my feir readers, I Ihall introduce it 
by - a little )iiftory of the incidents which 
have enabled me to enrich my work with fo 
lingufer an embellilhment. 

A few years ago I had the happinefs of 
ranking among my friends a gentleman of 
the moft amiable fingularity. He was a 
baronet of an ancient family, and very am- 
ple pofleffions, in the North of England^ 
His father^ who had all the convivial fpirit 
fo prevalent in that part of our iQand, paid 
a very heavy tax for his bacchanalian en- 
joyments. 
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joyments. In fufFering the frequent vifits of 
an excruciating gout, and in dying at laft a . 
martyr of the bottle. My friend Sir Hi- 
lary Highman had all the natural vivacity 
of his father ; he loved pleafure as well, but, 
warned by fo (hiking an example, he re- 
iblved to purfue it, though with equal ar- 
dour, yet in paths of lefs peril. 

While his father was yet living, he difco- 
vered in his own frame, young as it was, 
Ibme traces of that formidable diflemper, to 
which parental intemperance had given 
him too good a title. This tendency he 
wifely determined to counteract, by a fteady 
adherence to the moft fimple diet. Yet, 
as he was unwilling to irritate the growing 
ill-humour of a parent, whom he tenderly 
regarded, he engaged not in this degenerate 
regimen, till he had taken leave of the jo- 
vial, tefty, and crippled old gentleman, to 
embark in a favourite projeft of vifiting the 
ruins of Greece. An oppofite condudk 
might have endangered his future fortune; 
as the impetuous old toper dctefted the 

' charaftcr 
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charaftcr of a milkfop, and would not, per- 
haps, have fcrupled to difinhcrit a fon, 
merely for renouncing that feftive poifon^ 
which had deftroyed his own temper, and 
was rapidly prejdng on the dregs of his ex- 
haufted life. My friend, indeed, when he 
fet out on his travels, relying on the 
ftrength of his father's conftitution, enter- 
tained a very lively hope of amufing the 
old knight, on his return, with a hiftory 
of his adventures. But the fates deter- 
mined otherwife. A long fcene ofeleftioa 
fcftivity hurried this hearty friend of Bac- 
chus to the grave ; and the temperate Sir 
Hilary was recalled from the ruins of 
Athens, to take poffeflion of an eftate large 
enough to fiirnifh every kind of luxury to 
an attic imagination. Abftemious as he 
was. Sir Hilary was a genuine difciple of 
Epicurus; he confidered plcafure as the 
iiniverfal aim of every fenfible being ; but 
the pleafure he courted was only fuch as 
arifes from the indulgence of an degant 
fancy and a benevolent heart. He was 

particularly 
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particularly foncj of female fociety^ aiid hit 
paflions were vehement, though- tender j a 
Grecian lady, of tjquifite beauty- and ac^ 
coniplifliments, inflamed them to tfed high- 
eft degree, and he had been privately mar*- 
ried to hei* many months, when the intelli- 
gence arrived which recalled him to his 
country. The delights arifilig'frdm his 
new connexion, and tht general Hate of his 
father's ruined health and temper, allowed 
liim not to feel any great poignancy or 
grief, though he ft equerltly fpoke of the de- 
parted old gentleman with a gratefiil and 
tender regret. Sir Hilary was far from 
fhewing any eagernefs to take pofleflion of 
the princely opulence which had now de- 
volved to him. His afFeftiohate attention 
to, his lovely Greek, rendered his travels 
homeward particularly flow. This fair part- 
ner of his fortune was advanced in preg- 
nancy. Her hufl^and would have kindly 
waited the event on the coaft of Afia Mi- 
nor, of which flie was a native ; but it was 
fettled, at the requeft of the Jady, that they 

fhould 
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fiioiild proceed on thwr way to Englan^ as 
fef as Rome, where fhehad the happinefs of 
prelenting to Sir Hilary two lovely boys, 
not inferior to the twin founders of the* im- 
perial city. The exulting mother foon re- 
covered her ftitngth with ihcreafing loveli- 
nefsj and the whole party arrived, with 
rfiequered fenfations of joy and forrow> at 
the paternal feat of Sir Hilary. The young 
baronet paid all decent honours to the me- 
mory of his father^ and handfomely provid- 
ed for a few old domefticsj who had fliared 
both the joviality and the infirmities of their 
kite matter. He fbon began to neW-modcl 
his hoiife, arid to regulate his eftablifhment* 
In both it was his chief aim to unite ele-* 
gance with comfort, and gaiety with tern- 
• perance. He built a very fpacious library^ 
with an adjoining faloon; the latter was 
well ' furniflied with a few admirable pic- 
tures, and the former completely enriched 
with books, bufts, and ftatues. ^ Sir Hilary 
had imbibed very early an extreme pafTion 
■ for Grecian literature, which the incidents 

of 
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of his life had tended to increafe. lie parti- 
cularly admired that caft of converfation 
which iifed to form the moft delightful part 
of an ancient attic^ entertainment, and he 
often wiftied to fubftitute fomething of this 
nature in the room of thofe dull or difguft* 
ing topics of difcourfe, which produce fuch 
a heavy effeft in the rural vifits of our 
Englifh gentry. He was a hearty friend to 
every harmlefs, focial pleafure j but he wifhed 
to give t litde tinfture of literary refine- 
ment to his convivial neighbourhood^ This 
was no eafy tafk ; yet Sir Hilary accom- 
plifhed it : and indeed there is hardly any 
cnterprize too hard for a man, who pof-- 
fefled, as he did, engaging manners with 
warm philanthropy, and a very abundant 
portion of opulence and wit. Events, how- 
ever, happened luckily to facilitate his de-. 
fign. On his extenfive eftate there were 
two livings of confiderable value i they had 
been occupied by two orthodox topers, pro- 
moted by the old baronet for their uniform 
adherence to the botde, Thefe honeft di- 
vines 
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Vines had drank fo deeply together to the 
memory of the good old knight, that they 
foon finiflied their laft bumper on earthy 
and flept in peace with their patron. Sir 
Hilary feized^ with great pleafure, this op- 
portunity of fettling in his neighbourhood 
two ^ndemen whofe habits of life were 
congenial with his own; He was happy in^ 
bellowing eafe and independence on two 
Hberal men, with whom he had contracted 
an intimacy at college, and who had been 
the aflbciates of his early ftudies. They 
were perfc^ns of equal integrity, but of dif- 
ferent eharaftcrsi Literature was the paf- 
fion of each; but the firft valued learning 
only as it led him to the ferious praftice of* 
virtue 3 the fecond loved it as the moft 
pleafing exercifc of an aftive and playful 
Ipiriti Oppofite as they were in their dif- 
pofitions, they had a {ierfeft efteem for each 
other, and for the amiable patron^ who con- 
fidered their fociety as one of the higheft 
gratifications that propitious fortune had 
beflowed upon him. Thefe clerical friends 
Vol. IIL K were 
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were both in the prime of life; and, as they 
were both unmarried, they were particu- 
kriy careffcd by the families around them. 
* By the aid of thefe gentlemen, with a third 
clergyman, who refilled under his roof as a 
domcftic chaplain, and his afliftant in the 
education of his children. Sir Hilary com* 
menced an inftitution, which contributed 
not a litde to the amufement of himfclf and 
his acquaintance. At the full of every moon, 
it was his cuftom to ^ve a very elegant en- 
tertainment to the gentry of his neighbour- 
hood. On thefe days, in the interval be- 
tween tea and fiipper, orations were read or 
fpoken in the fpacious library, on a fubjeft 
propofed at the preceding affembly. It was 
the banquet of Plato, an author in whom 
Sir Hilary delighted, that firft infpired him 
with this idea: and in thefe Englilh dia- 
logues the moral fpirit of that fublimc 
Grecian was fometimes very happily co- 
pied, without any mixture of the grofs inde- 
cency, with which the moft engaging of 
his productions is miferably difgraced. 

Sir 
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Sir Hilary did not confine his entertainment 
to profaic difcourfes ; but profefled himfclf 
equally obliged to thofe gJiefts, who pro- 
duced either a profe diffcftation, or a poeti- 
cal jeu d'efprit on the topic of the day* 
The verfes were depofited on a large li- 
brary table^ and ufually read by Sir Hi- 
lary's fecretary, who afted as clerk to the 
aflcmbly, before the orations began ; which 
were generally delivered by their refpeftive 
authors, and fometimes without any pre- 
meditation. Extempore verfes, compofed 
upon the fpot, were alfo kindly receivjsd j 
and if thrown on the table while the aflem- 
bly was fitting, they were read by the clerk, 
when the orations were clofcd, as a kind of 
epilogue to the amufemcAts of the day» 

I happened to meet my old acquaintance 
Sir Hilary in London, at a time when I was 
greatly reduced by a fevere and lingering 
illnefs. He kindly infifted on my pafling a 
few weeks with him at his country feat, in 
the friendly hope of contributing to the re- 
covery of my health, affirming, with his 
K 2 ufual 
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ufual pleafantry, that one of his attic ban- 
quets would prove to me a nervous cordial 5 
and conduce, more than the moft fafhion- 
able medicines, to the revival of a literary 
invalid. My friend's inftitution was now 
indeed in a very flouriftiing ftate. Sir Hi- 
lary had, by degrees, difFufed around his 
neighbourhood a Ipirit of amicable and ele- 
gant emulation. He had particularly ca- 
refled and animated the young people in 
the genteel families around him, and in the 
courfe of a few years he had formed, in hiy 
affembly, a little band of orators, whom 
Athens herfelf might have liftcned to with 
pleafure. The ladies, though they never 
fo far forgot the delicacy of their fex as to 
declaim in thefe meetings, yet contributed 
not a little to the general amufement, by 
various compofitions. 

As to myfelf, I wiftied in vain for powers 
to take an aftive part in the pleafing cere- 
mony of the place ; but my health was ftill 
fo weak, that I dared not venture on any 
kind of mental cxerdon. I had, however, 

before 
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before this period, conceived the firft idea of 
my prefent work, and, wilhing to derive all 
the advantages I could from this accom- 
plilhed fociety, I requefted my friend Sir 
Hilary to propofe the following queftion as 
a fubjeft of debate in one of his affemblies : 
— " Which is the more eligible for a wife, 
** a Widow, or an Old Maid ?" — My lively 
friend very chearfiiUy acquiefced in my pro- 
pofal; and the topic gave birth to much 
innocent plealantry, and to fome ferious ar- 
gument. I heartily ,wifh it were in my 
power to enrich thefe volumes with many 
of the pieces, both in profc and rhyme, that 
Ivere produced on this occafion j but all that 
I was allowed to treafure up, amounts only 
-to three epigrams, and a fingle oration* It 
is, however, the very oration that I was moft 
felicitous to obtain j for, aks ! with grief I 
confefs, that although feven orators ha- 
rangued upon the queftion, one alone had 
generofity enough tq argue on the fide of 
the neglefted fifterhood ; with what powers 
of rhetoric, my reader will very foon have 
K3 the 
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the opportunity of judging. I fhall firft 
produce the poetical jeux d'efprit. The 
firft of the three following epigrams was 
found, with other pieces of poetry, on the 
library table, and were recited, according to 
the ceremonial I have mentioned, before the 
orations began; the others were literally 
produced extempore, and of courfe were 
not read till the fpeeches were clofed j but 
as they arofc from the preceding epigram^ 
I fhall here infert them united, 

EPIGRAM 
On this Queftion, 

" Which is the more eligible for a Wife, 
" a Widow, or an Old Maid V* 

Te, who to wed tbejweeteft wife would try ^ 
Objerve how men ajweet Cremona buy I 
New violins theyfeek not from the trade^ 
But one, on which fome good mujician played: 
Strings never trfdfome harfhnejs will produce \ 
^be fiddlers harmony improves by ufe. 

IMPROMPTU 
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IMPROMPTU 

On the preceding Epigram. 

One rule will Wrves and Fiddles Jit^ 
Isfalfelyfaidylfearybywiti 

To fad experience blind : 
For Woman's an ^olian'barp, 
Whoje every notey or flat or Jharp^ 

Depends upon the 'Obind. 

A REPLY 

To the two Epigrammatifts. 

Fiddles and Harps no more compare 
( Improper fymbols !) to the Fair^ 

However they attraSt ! 
Te mis ! for Woman let mefee^ 
JfMufic will not yield to me, 
Juflfy to grace 
The female race. 
An image more exalt ! 

Womany Ifayy or dame or lafs^ 
Is an Harmonica of glafs, 
Cekftial and complete : 

K4 V 
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Ifnew^ or hyjtme trials known. 
It matters not ! 

A Jingle jot ; 
WbenrigT5tTy~fmtd3Ldi its every tone 
Is raviftnnglyjweet. 

There were other verfes redted, of a 
more ferious eaft. Some juvenHe l?ard§ 
wandered a little from the fubjeft; inA a 
young Oxonian forgot the refpeft due tQ 
both parties concerned in the queftion i 
for, inftead of deciding the point in debate, 
he fatirized both the Widow and the Old 
Maid with much farcaftic wit, and con- 
cluded with a moft animated panegyric on 
a blooming girl of eighteen. 

More than one poet, however, pleaded 
the caufe of the Widow with energy and pa- 
thos 5 but the frail nynriphs of Parnafllis 
were fo unfriendly to the claims of the clr 
derly virgin fifterhood, that no bard ap- 
peared to Gng decidedly in favour of the 
poor Old Maid: nor will this circum- 
^ance be thought furprifing, when we rc- 

collca^ 
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coUcft, that among the orators (a more rea- 
ibnable fct of men than the Iportive fons of 
Apollo) the Old Maiden found only a fingle 
advocate. Of the fix Ipeakers who argued 
with vehemence for the Widow, the moft 
amufing was a lively and honeft fox-hunter, 
not remarkable for erudition, but poffefled 
of ftrong mental powers in a robuft confti- 
tution, and happy in a rich vein of original 
humour. This gentleman was aftually in 
chace of a young, opulent, and lovely Wi- 
dow. He gloried in this purfuir, and, 
being animated with the faireft profpeft of 
fuccefs, he fpoke with peculiar force and 
felicity on the topic of the day. I muft 
confefs, that he fometimes threw the au- 
dience into a kind of panic, by appearing 
to gallop very faft towards the precipice of 
indecency j but wheriever he found him- 
felf on the brink of it, he rapidly made fo. 
delicate and dexterous a turn, that he con- 
verted the . terrors of the company into 
f afe, admiration, and good-humour. 

Jhe debate on this fide of the queftion 

was 
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was clofcd by a fpeakcr of an oppofite cha- 
rader. He was a gentleman of extcnfivc 
learning and a grave deportment, yet cafy 
in his addrcfs and forcible in his elocution. 
He gave us a ferious yet entertaining hiC- 
tory of widowhood, and enumerated the 
happy events, and the illuftrious charaifters, 
to which the fecond marriage of fome emi-r 
nent Widows had given birth. When his 
peroration! was ended, which, .being tender 
and pathetic, formed a pleafmg contraft to 
the humorous arguments of his prede- 
ceflbr, a gentleman arofe, who poffefled, 
with a very graceful perfon, an uncommon 
archnefs of countenaiace; and in a voice pe- 
culiarly melodious, he delivered the fol- 
lowing oration: 

*^ Mr. Prefident, 

" Though I was aware that a, very for- 
*^ midable majority of fpeakers would ap- 
" pear againft me, it is yet with confidence 
" that I engage on the unpopular fide of 
*^the prcfcnt queftionj a qucftion upon 

" which 
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«« which the prejudices, the paflions, and 
" the praftice of mankind, are in direft 
*^ oppofition to the cleareft dictates of rea- 
*^ fon and of juftice ! Yes- ! Sir, I will be 
'^ fo bold as to affirm, that if the conduct 
*' and the opinions of men were under the 
^' fteady guidance of equity, this queftion 
** could not remain doubtful for a fingle 
<^ minute, in the mind of any man 5 it muft 
" be decided, without a . moment's hefita- 
** tipn, in favour of that injured, that de- 
^* rided being, the involuntary Old Maid, 
^' whofc advocate I profefs myfelf : nor 
** would fuch a decifion depend on any 
" prior fentiments, which the arbiter might 
" form, to the difcredit, or to the glory, of 
^^ wedlock ; for, whether we confider mar- 
*' riage as a burthen or as an enjoyment, it 
" is equally unjuft that any female fhould 
^^ twice fuffer that burthen, or be twice 
*^ indulged in that enjoyment, while an- 
* *^ other, at the fame period of life, is kept 
^' an utter ftrangcr to the cares or to the 
^^ delights of an important office, which 

*'fhc 
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*'fhe is equally ready to affume, ancJ 
** equally able to fupport. This pofition 
^* is, I truft, fo evident, that, if I could 
*' convert this iffembly into the fupremc 
" court of judicature, and bring to its bar 
" both the Widow and the Old Maid, as 
** rival claimants of the nuptial coronet, on 
*' the mere principles of right, I am per- 
^' fuadcd the integrity of this audience 
*' would foon terminate the conteft, and 
" ratify the title of my client by an unani- 
*' mous decree. But alas ! in this point 
** there is no tribunal on earth, to which 
" the difconfolate Old Maiden can fuccels- 
" fully apply for fubftantial juftice. The 
^'^ clamour of prejudice is againft her, and 
"herpretenfions are derided: while cuftort) 
*' and commodity, 

" ^ THoat Jmootb-faQ^ d ^entleman^ tickling com- 
" modify^* 

^* are fuclv aftive and prolperous agents 
*' (ot her antagonift, the Widow, that ihe, 
'' this infidiou j aptagonift ! is admitted, 

" perhaps, 
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*^ perhaps, three, four, or even five times 
'^ to the recent altar of Hymen, while my 
*^ unfortunate client, the neglefted Old 
" Maid, however wilhfully fhe may look 
*' towards the portal, is not allowed to find 
'^ even a temporary flielter within a por- 
*^ rica of the temple. — Can this. Sir, be 
'' called' equity ? Is it not injuftice ? Is it 
^^ not barbarity ? — But I may be told, that in 
'^ the common occurrences of life, in a tranf- 
" adtion fuch as marriage, peculiarly fubjeft 
" to fancy and caprice, we muft not expeft, 
" we muft not require men to obferve the 
" nicer didlates of ftrift equity, and a ipe* 
" culative rule of right. — Be it fo ! — I will 
" not, therefore, on this important queftion, 
" appeal folely to the confciences of men ; 
" I will appeal to their intei^fts. I will 
" prove to them, that he who marries an 
** Old Maid, has a much greater chance of 
'* being invariably beloved by his wife, or, 
^ in other words, of being happy in wed- 
" lock, than he has, who rafhly throws 
" Jiimfelf intp the open arms of a Widow. 

"—Sir, 
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** — ^Sir, I flatter myfelf^ it will require no 
** long chain of arguments to eflablilh and 
*' fortify, on the mofl: folid ground, this 
" momentous pofition* I truft, that I (hall 
^' be able to accompliih it, merely by re- 
^^ minding this audience of a propenfity in 
** the human mind, which cannot be called 
*' in queftion 5 I mean the f>ropenfity to 
** exalt in our eftimation thofe poffeffions 
" of which we are deprived, and to fink 
''the value of what is aAually in our 
" hands. — Sir, the firft part of this pro- 
** penfity is fo general, and it operates with 
" fuch amazing force on the charafter to 
" whom I wi(h to apply it, that I remem- 
'* ber the admirable Fielding, with a moft 
" happy coincidence of humour and of 
"truth, calls the death of an hufband'an' 
" infallible recipe to recover the loft af- 
" feftionsofawife/ 

" Let me. Sir, entreat this affembly to 

" retain in their thoughts the propenfity I 

*• have mentioned, and then to contemplate 

" with me the feelings of the late Widow 

I " towards 
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^^ towards her fecond or third hufband, and 

" the feelings of the quondam Old Maid, 

*^ now joyfully united to her firft and only 

*^ love. — ^Sir, the afFeftion of the re-married 

" Widow is a pocket telefcope ; flie direds 

^ the magnifying end of it towards her 

*' good man in the grave, and it enlarges 

*^ to a rriarvellous deg^ye all the mental 

*' and all the perfonal endowments of the 

" dear departed. She then turns the in- 

*' verted glafi to his diminilhing fucceflbr, 

"and, whatever his proportion of excel- 

" lence may be, the poor lucklefs living 

*' mortal foon dwindles in her fight to a 

•^ comparative pigmy. But, Sir, this is 

*' not the cafe with our quondam Old 

•^ Maid. No ! Sir — her afFedion is a porta- 

'^^ blc microfcope, which magnifies in a ftu- 

" pcndous manner all the attraftive merits 

" and powers of pleafing> however incon- 

** fidcrable they may be, in the favourite 

*' creature upon whom flie gazes. Like 

'^ an inexperienced but a paflionate natura- 

" lift, fhe continues to furvey the new and 

« fole 
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" fble obje£t of her contemplation, h6t 
**' only with unfenniitted afliduity, but with 
*' increafiifg amizemept and delight. H^ 
*' fills her eye ; he. occupies her mind j he 
** engrofles her heart. 

" But it may be faid in reply^ Jf the 
'* man who marries 'an Old Maid has this 
** fuperior chanc% of being uniformly be- 
" loved by his wife, fince it is certainly the 
" wifli of every man who marries to be fo, 
*' how happens it that men decide fo pre- 
^^pofteroufly againft themfelves, and per- 
*' petually prefer the Widow CO the Old 
*' Maid ? Is not this conftant pi-eference a 
" very ftrdng argument in favour of the 
*^ charadter fo preferred ? Does it not 
" prove, that the Widow has acquired the 
" art, or the power, of conferring more 
^' happinefs on her fecond hufband than 
*' the Old Maid is able to beftow upon hef 
*' firft ? for can we fuppofe that men, in- 
*^ ftrudted by the experience of ages, would 
" continue to adt in conftant oppofition t6 

« their 
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** their own ' domeftic .happipefs, in the 
^ moft important article of hunnan life ? 

^^ Alas ! Sir, I fear there are more arti- 
'^ clcs than one, in which we incohfiderate 
" mortals may be frequently obferved to 
^ aft againft explerience, againft our rea- 
*^ fon, * and againft our felicity. That the 
" Widow is conftandy preferred to the Old 
" Maid, 1 moft readily admit -, nay, I 
" complain of it as an inveterate grievance ; 
^* but I truft. Sir, that I can account for, 
^ this unreafonable preference, without 
** adding a Angle grain to the weight, or 
" rather to the empty fcale, of the Widow. 

"I believe. Sir, a very fimple meta-* 
" phor will illuft rate the whole affair on 
" both Mts. 

^^ The Widow is an experienced and a 
^ flciiful angler, who has acquired patience 
*^ to wait for the ~ favourable minute, an4 
'^ rapidity to ftfike in the very inftant 
** when the filh has fairly rifen to the hook* 
*^ By this double excellence her fqccefs is 
"enfiired.' "But" alas! Sir, the 'Old Maid 

Vou III. L '' h 
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*^ is an angler^ whom fruitliefs expeAadoA 
*^ has renderdd both impatient and unfkil* 
"ful; (he is thrown imp trepidation by 
'^ the firft appearance of a mbbk^ and by 
** making a too hafty movement at that 
'f* cridcal junAure, Ihe too often renders 
** her bait, however fwect it may be, aa' 
*' objeft of terror, inftead of allurement 
«' to what flie wilhes to catch, Thougl^ 
" my allufion may found a little coarfcly^ 
** let me entreat you. Sir, not to imaging 
•* that I mean to exprels any degree of dit* 
** refpcft to my honeft and worthy client^ 
" the unprofpcrous Old Maid. Allow ncic, 
*' Sir, to remind you, that ingenuous and 
'*unhacknied Ipirits, thoiigh actively in-* 
^^ clined, are, often reduced to do nothings 
**by their too eager defire to do w^; 
•* and this is ftequendy the cafe of the 
*^good and delicate Old Maid, in her 
•* laudable projedt of fecur^g a ^huA)and: 
** fo that even when Ihe is herfelf die caufc 
** of her own failure in this worthy purpofe^ 
*Vflic dcfcrvcs not our ccnfurc but our 

<< compaflion. 
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*' cott^affion. Yes ! Sir*, the partizahs of* 
** the Widow may fmile, if they pledfcj at 
"my aflertioni but I fcruplc not to af- 
"firm, that the folitary, neglefted Old 
•^ Maid is more truly entided to pity, that 
" foft harbinger of love, than the weeping 
^^ Widow herfelf. Much has been faid, 
*' and, I confefi, with great eloquence, on 
" the Widow's attradive fbrrow. It is,' in* 
•*dced, aitraSlivei and fo attraftive, that 
" it has frequently recalled to my imagi- 
*' nation the moan of the hy^na, that art-*- 
*'ful, deftrudtive, and infatiable creature,^ 
" who is laid by the ancient naturalifts to 
" lure into her den, by a treacherous cry 
"of diftrefs, the unwary traveller . whom 
" (he intends to devour. This infidioua 
" behaviour of the hyaena is a queftionable 
"feft, that no one, perhaps, can folly 
" prove or refute j but all perfons of any 
"experience iji the i;^orld hav* feen in- 
" fiances of men, vt\iO have been allured' 
** into the ihare pf the WidoW^ and have 
" lamented, when it Ivas too late to re^ 
La ** treati 



/' 
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1^ treat, that they fell the viftims of their 
*^ own generous, but mifplaced compaffioii. 

*^ The habit of changing is very apt to 
**^ produce z paffion for novelty i and the 
*^ wife, who has buried one or two huf. 
*^ bands, on a flight difagreement with her 
«* fecond or third, will foon wifli him to 
** flcep in peace with his departed prede- 
" ceflbr, from her hope of being more 
*^ lucky in her next adventure. You aiay 
*' remember, Sir, that our old poet Chau- 
'^ cer, that admirable and exaflb painter of 
** life and manners f has very happily 
*^ marked this prevalent difpofition of the 
*' re-married Widow, in the long prologue 
^* which he alTigns . to his Wife of Bath. 
^^ That good lady glories in having al- 
*' ready buried four hufbands, and expreflfes 
*' a perfeft readinefs, whenever Heaven 
*^ may give her the opportunity, to engage 
i\ with a fixth. Let it not be faid, that this 
^ chara6fer is a mere phantom, created by 
*' the lively imagination^ of a fatirical and 
*' facetious poet ! No ! Sir,. thisvenerable> 

^^ though , 
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^ though fportive old bard, copied na-» 
^'ture moft faithfully: and, as a prpof 
'' that he did ,fo in the prefent .cafe, I will 
*' nicntion a more marvellous example, of 
^' this pafiion in the re-marrying Widow 
*' for an unlimited fucceffion of novelties. 
" Sir, the exanr^ple I mean, is recorded in 
" an ecclefiaftipal writer of great authority, 
'^ whofe name, I cannot in ,?his moment re^ 
** coUeft; but I remember he mentions it 
" as a faft, which happened at. Rome, and 
*^ to which- he was himfclf an eye-witnefs^ 
"This fad. Sir, was the marriage of a 
" widow to her twenty -Jecond bujband. The 
" man alfo had buried twnety wives ; and 
5^ all the eyes of Rome were fixed on. this 
" Angular pair, as on a couple of gladiator;^ 
." anxious to fee which would conduct the 
" other ^o .. the grave. Jf I remember 
/^ right, th/e 'W'oman, after all her funeral 
" triumphs, was the viftim Jn. this wonder- 
** ful conflift : but the ftgry, however it 
" might terminate, fufficiently proves the 
f * paflion for novelty, which I have afcribed 
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" to the Widow. Now, Sir, if the fecond 
** or third hulband of a Widow may have 
^' frequent caufe to imagine, that his lady'^ 
*^ transferrable aflfe^tions are veering to^ 
^' ward lus probable lucceflbr, he cannot 
•* fbrely be fo happy, or fecure, as the man 
** who has more wifely united himfelf to a 
*' worthy Old Maid, She, good foul ! re- 
'' membering how long ihc waited for her 
** firft hufband, inftead of haftily looking 
♦* forward to a iecond, will direfl: all her at- 
** tention to cherifh and prefervc the dear 
*' creature, whom (he at laft acquired after 
♦^ tedious expecfbation. Her good nian has 
** no rival to fear, either among the living 
^* or the dead, and may fecurely eigoy the 
** delightful prerogative of believing him- 
^* felf the abfolute matter of his wife's af^ 
*' feftions. I entreat you. Sir, to obfervc 
^^ how very different the caft is with the ia- 
^' confiderate man, who rafhly married a 
^! Widow ! He has not only to apprehend, 
.^« that the fphangeable tendemefs of his 
^^ lady may take a fudden turn towards his 

** probable 
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'* probable fucceffor, but, if her thoughts 
** arc too faithful, and too virtuous, to wan- 
*' dcr towards the living, even then. Sir, 
•* after all his endeavours to take full pbf- 
** feflion of her heart, though he may de- 
** lude himfclf with the vain idea of being 
•^ its fole proprietor, he will frequently find, 
^ Aat he has only entered into partnerfhip 
'^ with a ghoft. Yes ! Sir, though my op- 
*' ponents may treat the expreflion as ludi- 
*' crous, I will maintain that it is literally 
*^ juft. I rcpesLt, he has entered into part^ 
' •* ncrfliip with a ghoft, and I will add. Sir, 
** the very probable confcquence of fuch a 
*^ partnerfliip; he will foon find, that by 
«^ the fubtle illufions of his invifible parmer, 
*^ he has loft even his poor moiety in that 
■** precarious pofleflion, the heart of a re- 
*« married Widow ! and will find himfclf, at 
"the fame time, a real bankrupt in happi^ 
'«* nefs. Since my antagonifts have been 
•* plealed to fmile at my cjipreflipn, as the 
•^* language rather of fancy than of truth, 
^* fufferme, Mn Prefident, to quote a cafe, 
L4 *Mn 
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«' in which this dead, this derided partner 
«^ made his aftual appearance, and was bold 
^' enough to urge an excluftve claim. , Sir^ 
" I truft the cafe I allude to. is a cafe di-- 
" reftly in point ; it is quoted, indeed, on 
«^ a different occafion, by . the admirable 
'^ Addifon, from the . feventeenth book of 
'^ the Jewifh hiftorian, Jofephus. I me^i 
*' the cafe of the Widow Glaphyra, who, 
<^ having been twice a Widow, took for 
*' her third hufband Arch^U^^.. You may 
** remember. Sir, that the. thoughts of diis 
*^ lady» after her third adventure, ran fo • 
** much on her firft lord, that ike faw the 
*' good map in a vifion-r-^ Glaphyra,* laid 
*' the phantom, * thou . haft made good the 
*' old faying, that women are not to be 
*' trufted.. Was not I the hufband of thy 
** virginity ? Have I not children by thee ? 
" How cculdft thou forget our loves fo far, 
"as to enter into a fecond marriage, and 
" after that into a third ? — But for our 
*' pafled loves I will free thee from thy pre- 
" fent reproach, and make thee mine for 

" ever.* 
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*^iever/ — Glaphyra related her dr^am, and 
*^ died foon after. This, Sir, is a ferious 
*' and tragical proof, how dangerous it is to 
^ marry a Widow. Surely no confiderate 
** man would chufe to incur the hazard of 
'^ having his bride thus torn from his em* 
*^ braces by fo arrogant a phantom.— AJJi 
** low me, Sir, to relate a ftory of a comic 
*^ caft, which will equally prove the fccret 
*' perils of fuch ^ marriage. I received it 
** frobfi a very worthy old gentleman, not 
*' unknown to this aflembly.'. He was ac* 
^* quainted, in his youth, with a famoirt 
*' mimic of the laft century, who was the 
" principal adtor in this comic or rather 
** farcicil fcene, and related it circumftani 
<* tially to my friend. This n)imic. Sir, a 
*^ man (^f pleafantry apd adventure, courts 
*' ed, in*the early part of his life, a very 
*'^ handfortie and opulent Widow ; Ihe gave 
«^ him the higheft encouragement ; but, as 
** avarice was her foible, ftie at laft jilted 
/'him for a wealthy fuitor, who, though 
^* of a very timid confticution> was mfli 

" enough 



t^ ESSAY Ol* 

•^ eiKiagh CO tmrty this very tempting Wi- 
^ dcr^. Tile difcsrdcd mimic was inflamecl 
^ iwh » variety of paffions, and determined 
•'to take fome very fignal revenge. Ati 
^ of^idftunity <rf vengeance occurred to 
«*him> wfctch, as he knew the cxt^reme ti- 
•'Bwdity of hb fortunate rival, he ieized 
^ wiA^Kit the pailfe of apprehenfion. His 
^vafet had iiftrigued with the favourite 
^ kbigAiX of the Widow, and by her affift- 
. * ance the miftiic commanded the nuptial 
^ chamber of the bride. He had known 
^ the ptffon of her firft hufband, and, hav** 
** ingcortcealed hinifelf Under a toilet, till 
^ the hour of confummation, he then made 
^' his appearance, alfiiming the moft exai^ 
•* fimiUcixte, 'both in figure and voice, to 
*vthe dear departed. He had hardly un- 
^ drawn the curtain, when the affrighted 
^ bride fcfl into a fit. The bridegroom, 
^ Who had aMb known his deceafed prcde- 
^ ceilbr, was feized with a panic ftill worfe, 
^ and the vehemence of his agination ferved 
^ to recover the lady from her fwoon. She 

*' revived 
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•^ revived in perfcft pofleffion of her fenfes, 
^ and, finding the dead hufband vanifhed, 
*' and the living one unfit for a com- 
'^ panion, Ihc haflily arofe. As the 
*' loved money, fhe had taken the prudent 
*' precaution of fecuring to herfdf the en- 
•^ joyment of her own fortune, and, having 
^'forne fufpicion of Ae trick which had 
'^ been played againft her, (he refolved to 
" niake a wife ufc of it, and declared, 
*' that fhe would never proceed to confum- 
'' mate her marriage with a man, who had 
'^ not refolution enough to prote<5k her 
** from a ghoft. She perfifted in this con* 
«* duft, and the lucklefs derided bride- 
'^ groom remained, through life, a melan- 
^* choly example to confirm the wifdom of 
^' that adage, which fays, that he fhould, 
*' indeed, be a bold man, who enters into 
'* the fervice of a Widow. 

** Sir, I fhould entreat your pardon for 
'* having trefpafTcd on the patience of this 
" afTembly by the recital of fo long a ftory, 
ff did I not flatter myfelf that it will have 

*^ a happy 
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*^ a happjr tendency to guard the fingle 
•* gentlemen, who hear me, from the ini-.- 
" quitous temerity of preferring a Widow 
** to an old Maid. 

*^ I might alledge. Sir, many arguments 
*^ which' I have not hitherto touched upon^ 
•^ in favour of 'my client I might fliew 
** of what infinite importance it is to ma- 
*^ trimonial felicity, that the hulba^nd 
«*flK)uld receive into his arms a partner 
" for life, whofe difpofition ^nd habits, in- 
^ ftead of being fixjed already by a former 
•' loird, are yet to be moulded according 
«^ to the will and abilities of her firft and 
"only diredtor. Sir, in this point, the 
" Widow is a piece of warped wood, which 
« the moft (kilful workman may find hii»- 
^' fclf unable to fliape as he wifhes; but 
*^ the Old Maid, Sir,^ is the pliant virgin 
«* wax, which follows, with the moft happy 
f* du6tility, every ferious defign, every in- 
«« genious device, every fportive whim, of 
«* the modellen 

^^ But I will relinquifh the innumerable 

^' arguments' 
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^ arguments that 1 might yet adduce in 
** fupport of the Old Maid -, I will reft her 
<« caufe on that folid rock, which I have 
^ endeavoured, Sir, to exhibit in different 
^*, points of view, I mean the fuperior fe- 
^ curity with which her hufband may de- 
^ pend on the (lability of her affe£Hon. I 
^ will conclude by conjuring every gentle- 
«* man, who may happen to hefitate be-. 
•^ tween a Widow and an Old Maid, to 
«« remember, that reafon and experience, 
" that equity and the general intereft of 
*« mankind, all loudly plead for his pre- 
" ferring the latter : I will conjure him to 
*« recoiled, that the man who marries a 
«« Widow* has great caufe to apprehend un- 
« reafonable expedations, unpleafant com- 
" parifons, and variable affection j while 
« he, who marries an Old Maid, may with 
**' confidence prepare to meet unexafting 
« tendernefs, increafing gratitude, and per- 
*^ petual endearments." 



JwiU 
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I will not prefume to comment on the 
preceding oradon; but merely add, that the 
ccclefiaftical audior, from whom the inge- 
nious fpeaker has cited a moft remarkable 
anecdote, is St. Jcrom. It is contained in 
one of his epiftles addreffed to a Widow, 
whofc name was Ageruchia. I fhall tran- 
fcribe the words of the faint at the bottom 
of the page ♦, and clofe this chapter by re- 

• Rem didurus fum incrcdibilem, fed multorum 
ceftimonils approbatam. Ante annos plurlmosy 
quum in chartis ecclefiaftids juvarem Damafum, Ro- 
mans oi-bis epifcoparay et Orientis atqae Occidentit 
fynodicis confultationibus reiponderem* vidi duo iiw 
ter fe paria^ vUiifimorum e plebe homiitum compa* 
TSLtz, unum qui viginti fepelifTet uxores, alteram quae 
viccfimum fe^undum habuiflet maritum, extremo 
fibi, ut ipfi patabant> matrimonio copulatos. Summa 
omnium expedUtio^ virorum pariter ac feminarum, 
poi; tantas rudes, quis quem prius effenret : vicit ma« 
ritus,' ec totius urbis populo confluente^ coronatus, 
€t palmam tencns, adoreamque per fingulos libi accla- 
mantes, yxoris multinubae feretrum prsecedebat, 

Epift, Sanfli Hieron. ad Ageruchiam, 
de Monogamia. 
3 turning 
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turning thanks to my eloquent friend, for 
the permiflion to print his fpeech, aiyl bj 
exprefling a cordial wi(h, that my readers 
may beftow on it as much &vour and ap- 
plaufe> as it received from die amkrajUeaad 
polite aOemUy in which it was deliveced*. 
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the concluding Chapter of the EJfayj contain- 
ing a Sermon to Old Maids ^ delivered in d 
Dream. 

THE molt fanguine projeftor that 
ever wafted his' fortune and his* 
brains in the fmoke of expedation, never 
thought on the golden crown of all his la- 
bours with more afliduity and hope, than I 
have thought on the amufement and advan- 
tage, which, I truft, will accrue to the com- 
munity of Old Maids frop this elaborate 
Eflay. The good fpinfters have frequently 
cngroffed me fleeping as well as waking. 
In proof of this afFeftionate affertionji I 
fliall clofe my work with a circumftanrial 
account of a very fingular vifion, which my 
extreme folicitude for their intcreft moft 
certainly produced. 

. i had bt:en reading, in a hot fUiinmer^s 

day. 
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day^ a little tpo icon after dinhei:^ one of the 
Greek homilies on virginity ; when my at- 
tention gradually dinriinifhed^ and fleep im- 
perceptibly ftolc. upon me. I found my- 
fclf tranfported on. a fydden from my own 
narrow ftudy, and a little circle of dingy 
folios, to the middle of a large and magni- 
ficent apartment.. It appeared to be the 
refedory of a very populous convent: at 
the upper end of it were two doors 5 the 
one, which ftood open, difeovered to me a 
very elegant and extenfive chapel; the 
other, as I found in the fequel, led into a 
fet of apartments appropriated to the lady 
abbeis of this chafte but unfettered fociety. 
I was foon informed, by a group of cour- 
teous females, who were walking for the 
purpofes of exercife and converfation in 
this ipacious halt, that the ample and fump- 
tuous fabric had been raifed by the contri- 
bution of many elderly virgins, all of libe- 
ral birth and education, though unequal in 
their fortunes, who, forming themfelves 
into a very numerous yet friepdiy. commu- 
VoL. III. M nity. 
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fiity^ dwdl tx^dier wkfi ^qpiet induftrjr 
and focid content. 

« We aire governed/' • faid a kind and 
communicative GSbtr of die houfe (who, 
widi a dilpofirioa that appeared to me pc^ 
culiarly angelical in an ancient virgin^ ex-> 
preflTed more eagernefs tio facisfy my curio- 
fity than her own) ^ we are governed by ^ 
^ prefidcnt of our own ftx, who is annually 
** elefted by a rrtajorityt of our fifterhood $ 
*' but though we forntally exat the privi- 
** lege of ekftion, we have never had but 
** one and the feme govdrncfs ; for tht 
** lady who firft -planned, and has fince di- 
" redbed, our fociety, is conftantly recholeh 
" into the delicate and important office, 
" which fhe difcharges^ to the (atisfadion 
^* of all with ♦whom flie is conneAed/' 
** How, madam,** 1 exclaimed, **how may 
^ I obtam the happinefs of beholding a 
" perlbilage fo extraordinary ?^' " You will 
" prob^ly, behold her very foon,** replied 
my kind informer, ^' iheturning into this la- 
"loon from our adjoining chapel. You 

^ may 
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^ may diftinguifti," ftie (idntinued, " thro*' 
*« that open' door, a diftant party engaged' 
^' about the altar j among them you may 
**juft dilcern our prefident Scraphina, 
'* with hex' two favourite affiftants, Mele- 
^' finda and Fufcina. They are employed 
" in a melancholy yet pleafmg office, in 
•^ decorating the tomb of an amiable old 
" divine, who formed a part of our houfe- 
*' hold, and was, indeed, to haVe appeared 
*^ in the charafter of ourlpaftorj but as, 
^ from motives of maidenly difcretion, we 
*^ chofe the good man in a very advanced 
*' and ihfirm period of life, he has never 
«* been, ab^e to afccnd the pulpit prepared 
*^ for him. We were afraid of wounding 
** both him and ourfelves. By appointing 
*' any fubftitutc for him, while we could 
** hope for his recovery, and have there- 
** fore fubfifted hitherto without any afting 
*' minifter, except one feledied from* our- 
** fclves, for the niere purpofe of reading 
** the chapel fcrvice of the day; for we arc 
«' very punftual in our daily devotions ; and. 
Ma " now 
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^f now the good^old man is departed^ our 
^ prcfident will probably loon chufc for us 
" a preacher, who may fill more cfFcdtually. 
" the department of the deceafed/* My 
pulfe quickened as fhe ipoke; but the 
mingled fenriments of furprife, joy, and 
ambition,, rendered me unable to frame an 
immediate reply. Never did the hot peri- 
cranium of any dean or provoft fo itch and 

• I bxjrn for an cxpedled mitre, as mine did at 
/ this moment for a certain fquare cap of 

J white velvet, adorned with a iilver taflcl^ 
which now glittered in my view. It was 
fufpended to the wall of the faloon, at the 
centre of the dining- table ; and my good-* 
natured informer, who oblerved with What; 
an inquiring eye I furveyed it, very kindly 
told me, it was the work of their fair prefi- 
dent, prepared as a mark of afieftionate 
diftinftion for the pallor of this maiden 
flock. While this Ihining objedt of my . 
chafte ambition flill attia6te4 my eyes, and 
I was ftill liftening to feveral interelling 
little anecdotes concerning itj the lady ab- 

bcls 
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bcfs and her attendants began to move to- 
wards me. My heart fluttered as they ad- 
vanced. Though a confiderable fpace was 
yet between us, I was ftruck with a trem- 
bling and fpeechlefs awe, by the air of com- 
placent grandeur which appeared in the 
form and countenance of Seraphina. Ne- 
ver did a young volunteer, prefented for 
the firft time to the imperial Catherine of 
Ruffia, feel a more ardent, unutterable de- 
lire to ferve his fair fovereign in the field or 
the cabinet, than I felt to recommend my- 
felf to the very diflferent favours of this 
dignified lady. But how is it polTiWe, 
thought I to myfelfi as Ihe was approach- 
ing, to make herfuddenly my patroncfs ? 
1 Her charafter, and all her features, aflure 
me, that Ihe is utterly devoid of ambition 
and defire, thofe quick and powerful 
Iprings, by the means of which the frater- 
nity of eloquent and able minifters have fo 
often and fo rapidly been exalted by the 
queens and abbefles of their relpeftive 
countries. But there is a nobler paffion, 
M3 my 
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my heart inwardly laid to itfel^ that, by 
aduating both of us alike, may facilitate 
my fucccfs with Seraphina ; and this is our 
mutual zeal for the felicity of her fellow- 
maidens. Could this fair prefident of au- 
tumnal virgins be made acquainted with all 
that I have thought, and all that I have 

written, in behalf of Old Maids but 

here*s my difficulty and diftrefs ; how can I 
explain to her, in a few minutes, the long 
labours of my life? — ^While thefe ideas 
were pafling, with confofed rapidity, in my 
mind, Seraphina advanced very near to mc. 
Thie mild dignity of her afpeft extorted 
from me a bow of afFeftionate admiration. 
I made an. imperfed effort to tell her fo ; 
but, before I could utter a fingle fentencc 
to recommend myfelf, as I wiftied, to her 
favour, fli^ faluted me by my name, to my 
infinite aftonifhment ; and proceeded to in- 
form me, with a graceful and engaging fe- 
miliarity, that the departed minifter was 
one of my old friends, who had given her a 
complete idea both of my perfon and my 

charafter. 
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chara£te|-> cxpireifing a iviih on his death- 
bed^ in the moft flattering terms^ that I 
might be chofen to fucceed him in the paf- 
toral care of this fifterhood. . "We are no 
*' ftrangers," continued the polite Scra- 
phina, " to the benevolent caft of your fhi* 
** dies, and we look with peculiar gratitude 
'* on a perfon, whofe pen has been long 
^ employed^ with a very Angular humanity, 
** to amufei to inftrud, and, I may fay, to 
^^ honour, a certain dais of females, whom 
** the unthinking worjd have inceflandy 
** wounded with derifion or negleA. It is 
*^poffiblc. Sir,'* ihe added, "that your 
** book, to wluch I aUude, however en- 
^* riched and adorned with learning and 
" with-^mcy, with reafon and with wit; it 
" is poflibk, I fay, that this book may not 
** find more kindneis from the world, 
** than what has hitherto attended the 
'* degraded order of beings to whom it 
*'is fo generoufly devoted. But, what- 
'* ever fate nfay attend your work, whofe 
** merits have been fiilly explained to us, 
M 4 "we 
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^^ wc fhall at leaft enjoy the happincfs of 
'^ leciiring you from many of thofe humi- 
" liating perfonal evils, to which the great- 
^'cft authors have been expofcd, if you 
** will allow us to appoint you the preacher 
^^ of our chapel/' 

Seraphina paufed for my reply ; but my 
head and heart were too full to allow me 
the ufe of fpeech in the firft moments of my 
furprife and exultation. I made her the 
profoundeft reverence, that a body not per- 
fcdly elaftic could accomplifh. It was as 
low a& the bow of a new-created bifhop to 
his earthly maker, yet, I fear, it was not fa 
much the genuine movement of humility, as 
of pride. 

Seraphina feemed to read all my fenti- 
ments, and, to relieve me from the perplex- 
ing difficulty of putting my thanks into 
proper words, fhe thus purfued her dif- 
courfe. 

" It is now the ufual hour of our morn- 
" ing prayers : will you allow me. Sir, the 
^^ plcafure of introducing you to your new 

'' office ? 
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** office ? You will find the books of our 
^ chapel in order ; and I doubt not but, as 
** you have long meditated on the good and 
** evil of our fingle ftate, you can oblige us, 
** on the inftant, with a fernnon adapted to 
^ our fequeftered condition." — Much as I 
was elated by the flattering appointment, I 
felt myfelf embarrafled by this propofal. In 
truth, I was utterly unprepared ; and wifiied 
to excufe myfelf on the fcore of my drefs, 
thinking it improper to appear as the paftor 
of thefe elegant, though ancient maidens, inr 
a rufty black coat, which time and fnuflFhad 
conlpired to disfigure;' but calling luch a 
downward glance on my own perfon, as 
every man does, who means to ground an 
apology on his habit, I was afloniihed to 
find myfelf arrayed in a new caflbck. My 
amazement increafed, on perceiving that my 
right hand, which held a clean cambrick 
handkerchief^ was decorated with a magni- 
ficent ring, not of diamond indeed, but 
formed by a fingle fapphire of uncommon 
magnitude and luftre. Without dillurbing 

my 
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my brain to account for my acquifition of 
tim iurprifing ornament, I bowed a^un to 
tlie fair prefident, and followed her towards 
the chapel. My ring had afied as a talis- 
man to dilpel my embarralTment, and I ad« 
vanced with fuch an air <^coniidence> as i 
have formerly obfervejd in a courtly 
preacher, apparently inipired, not indeed 
by the inward light of the foul, but by 
the radiance beaming from his own little 
finger. 

We now entered the chapel: it was a 
ftrudure of exquifite proportions^ in whicJi 
elegance and fimplicity were moil happily 
united. The walls were covered with a 
ftucco o£ very pale dove-colour, enrich- 
ed with decorations of white marble, confift* 
ing chiefly of emblematic figures, expref- 
fivc of innocence and peace. The only 
painting which this edifice contained, was 
ofglafss it formed the rich and magnifi- 
cent window, to which the chapel was in- 
debted for all the light it received. The 
c&St of this window was truly celeftial ; not 

only 
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tOlj from the happy difpofition of that tqSf, 
and folemn radiance which it diffufed over 
the building, but from the tranfcendent 
beauty of the figures with which it was en- 
riched. Chaftity was heite reprefcnted in a 
meek yet firm pofition, fupported by Tem- 
perance and Fortitude, and paying a kind of 
modeft homage to Charity and Faith. Tlic 
two latter were raifed on a flight elevation, 
and, being united by a po^re of fifterly 
endearment, formed the pyramidical point 
in this enchanting group. The diftindt cba- 
radter of every perfpnage was fo exquifitely 
conceived, and fo forcibly expreflfcd; the 
connection of all was rendered fo happily 
vifiblc by their attention to each other, that 
no fpeftator could behold this litde aflembly 
of virtues, without feeling a tender reve- 
rence fot each, and without wifliing to be- 
come the perfect votary of all. 

While I gazed on this enchanting pic- 
ture, the bell began to toll ; the numerous 
fifterhood came flocking to their feats : I ad- 
vanced to the reading defl^ : I adjufted the 
5 books: 
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books: I went through the fcrvicc: and 
now, with a heart that began to palpitate 
afreih> I afcendcd the pulpit. A multitude 
of curious^ and piercing eyes flaftied upon 
me : but my embarrafTment was a little re- 
lieved by a hymn of the divineft melody, 
moft admirably fung by a few fitters of the 
houfe. In the time which this fbothing ce- 
remony allowed me to coUcft my hurried 
fpirits, it ftruck me, that the^ unknown 
power to whom I was indebted for my caf- 
ibck and my ring, might have happily fup- 
plied me widi a fupernatural fermon. In 
this hope I now fcarched my pockets, but, 
to my utter difappointment, I could find 
only a fmall copy of the Old Teffiament* 
In confiifion and diftrefs, I turned haftily to 
luch pafiages, as I thought might befriend 
me on the prefent occafion. My eye fud- 
denly fattened on a text that pleafed me : I 
xlofed the volume j fat in profound thought 
for a few minutes ; then rofe, with inward 
exultation, and delivered the foUowing dif- 
courfe. 
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** In the nth Chapter of Judges, and at the 
** 38th Vcrfe, it is thus written— 

«* Sbe^ went with her CbmpanicHs^ and ii^ 
" waiUdber Virginity.** 

"ALAS! the tender-hearted might 
*' fay to themfclves, on firft hearmg thefe 
*' few and fimple words, how fnequen«i 
"how univerfal is fuch lamentation !— In 
" every age, and in all the civilized nations 
^^ of the globe, many inconfiderate daugh- 
" ters of Eve have been haftily led into pe* 
*^ nitence and forrow, by the violence or the 
" artifice of an imperious and a deceitful 
f ^ paffion ; and often have they bewailed the 
" dilhonourable lofs of that maiden purity, 
" regarded is the bell, and perhaps the 
"only treafure, which nature and fortune 
*^ had bellowed upon them. 

" But it was not fo with the fair 
** mourner in my text : Ihe was the chaftc 
*^ and honoured daughter of Jephtha, the 
*^ Judge of Ifraei s Ihc bewailed not the 

" lofs 
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^^ lofs of her virginity^ but that (he was 
** deftirled to cany it to the grave. Being 
" condemned to die, in compliance with 
«* the rafli vow of her fether, flie lamented 
^ not the immediate ftroke of death, but 
^^ the idea of dying without having fulfilled 
^hetfeir expectations of nuptial happinefi 
•• and maternal delight. 

•' Before I proceed to any remarks on 
^ this intereftmg ftory, let me here obferve 
^ to you, my fifters, that the learned and 
" pious riieri, who have endeavoured to 
•* elucidate the obfcdrer paflages of the 
•* Old Teftameftt, are by no means agreed 
• on the real fate of this lovely vi<5Hm. 
<« Some contend that Ihe aftually perilhed 
•« by a violent death ; and oAers aflirm, 
** that fhc was only condemned to perpe- 
« tual virginity. I will not ^nter upon the 
** merits of this queftion, becaufe, in what- 
'* ever light the hiftory of this feir fufferer 
^ may be confidcrcd, it equally afibrds me 
. « a proper ground- work for the do6faine I 
^ wifli to inculcate. Her forrow; whatever 

'' its 
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^ its duiidon might bcj naturally leads me 
^ tapcMnt out to you a great and important 
•* trudi; a truth, my filters, in which you 
^ arc principally coMemed ! and it is this-- 
^ that to pafs through human life, either 
^ by a ihort or a long journey, and finally 
•* to . quit it in the charafter of a vir^^ 
•< is by no means a juft caufe for lamenta- 
" tiom 

. ** Do notmiftake me, I mean not to re^ 
« fleft, with a cruel afperky, on Jephdia's 
^* unhappy daughter J I mean not to infinu- 
*' ate aught againft the temper or the mo- 
*' defly of the dannfel ; that would indeed 
« be barbarous, when her ftrange mif- 
*^ chance was fo peculiarly fevere, as ttj 
** plead for thd tendereft fympathy and 
'^ compafflon. $be came out to meet her 
** vi&orious father, with timbreU and with 
^ dances^i and flle was his only child : be- 
^^ fide her he had neither Jon nor daughter* 
** How bitter mull be the condirion of this 
'* darling child, when Ihe found her trium- 
" phant fcftivity turned to anguilh, by the 

" vow 
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''vow of her precipitate parent! Every 
'^ humane heart muft bleed at the idea ; and 
" the more, when it rerilarks with what an 
'' afFeAionate magnanimity (he fubmitted 
** to her fate : — And Jbe Jaid unto bim. My* 
^^ father y if thou haft opened thy mouth unto 
** the Lordy do to me according to thai which 
*^.hath proceeded out of thy mouthy forafmuch 
*' as the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of 
" thine etdmies. — Generous, heroic maiden ! 
** flie enjoyed the paft triumph of her fe- 
" ther, in her own prefcnt calamity and de- 
** Ipair, Her firft fentimcnts were thofe of 
*^ the affeftionate, difinterefted daughter : if 
^* thefe were followed by a more fclfifli ideaj 
" it was fuggefted by a national cuftom, 
^ and arofe not from any defefts in the 
'* ipirit and character of the devoted vic- 
" tim. But let us hear how flie proceeded ! 
'* And Jhe Jaid unto her father ^ Let this 
** thing be done for me : let me alone two 
*^ months, that I may go up and down upon 
" the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I 
^ and my fellows /—Strange as her. requeft 

" may 
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^^ may found in a modern ear, it appeared 
'^redbnable to her father; and be /aids 
*^ Go ! — and well might he fay fo j for her 
" petition was not the diftate of a wan- 
*^ ton and diffolute fpirit, pfeparing to la- 
" ment the lofs of expefted pleafure, with 
*^ coarfenefs of fentimcnt and indelicacy of 
" language: no ! it proceeded only from 
*' her wilh to obferve a religious ceremony, 
" which prevailed among the unmarried fe- 
*^ males of her cotintryi who eonfidered die 
^' deftiny of living and of dying in a fingle 
*^ftate> as the fevefeft evil that Heaven 
*^ could infliiSti This idea was indeed uni- 
'* verfal among the Jews : but the Jews 
'* were a irioody and a murmuring people, 
" perpetually dilpofed to quarrel^ not only 
^' with the Common incidents of life, biit 
*' with the moft merciful difpenfations of 
** their God. It is the perverfity of their 
** general judgment on this head, and not 
•'the particular cond^dt of one moft ami- 
•' able and unfortunate maiden, that I 
** mean to eenfurc. To guard the whole 
VoL-IIL N '^fiftexhood 



178 ESSAY ON 

*' fifterhood againft the mlidious approaches 
*' of difcontent, I would here demonftrate^ 
" that to bewail virginity, in the Jewifli 
** fenfb of bewailing it, is equally irrational 
** and irreligious. 

^^ A cuftom, however reprehenfible> 
*^ which has prevailed among any civilized 
•^ people, deferves to be fsdrly cQnfidered> 
"and will generally be found topoflefe 
'^ fome important advantage to plead in its 
** behatf. This was undojbtedly the cafe 
*^ in the cuftom I allude to: it wanted not 
*' the plea of political wifdom : the female 
*' ceremony of bewailing virginity had af- 
^* furedly a ftrong tendency to promote 
^* wedlock, and in this point of view it me- 
" rited the countenance of a. wife legiflator: 
« — but obferve with what cruelty it muft 
^' have operated upon one unprotefted clals 
•' of the comnriunity ! How wretched muft 
*' have been the condition of an elderly 
*' maiden among the Jews, if fuch a cha- 
*' rafter exifted among them, when Ihe was 
'^.taught, by the prejudices of the public, 

«*to 
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*^ to dcfpife and to deteft hcrfclfi as the ob- 
*' jea of human contempt^ and divine dif- 
** pleafure ! 

** It is an iniagc of humiliation and dif- 
*' trels too grievous for a gentle heart to 
" dwell upon. Let Us haften to contcm- 
^* plate the very different condition of the 
*• fame charadter among the early Chrif- 
** tians ! — Here, indeed, we behold an ex- 
*^ cefs : but of a more chearful and ami- 
*' able complexion : not an excels of abfurd 
•' barbarity, but of tender enthufiafm. In- 
" Head of bewailing virginity as an evil, 
" they exalted it into an evidence of fuper- 
" natural merit : they regarded it as a clear 
" title, not only to celellial blifs, but to the 
" higheft degree of beatitude that Heaven 
" can beftow. 

*' I will not bafely attempt to ingra- 
" tiate myfelf with this audience, by 
*' adopting, from the fathers of the Catho- 
*' lie church, a flattering, illufive do<5trine, 
*^ to which the purity of our reformed 
^* religion can afFo^d no countenance, for it 
Na "was 
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« was not countenanced by that meek artd 
"righteous Mafter, whofe life and larl- 
" guage are the great, unerring lights that 
" we profefs to follow. 

*^ Though an advocstte for a fingle life, 
"St. Paul himfelf acknowledges, ^That 
** concerning virgins, he had no com- 
" mandment of the Lord :* — and indeed 
" we find nothing in the words or a<5tions 
" of our bleffed Saviour, that can be fairly 
" conftrued.into a recommendation of their 
" fingle ftate. That he was very far from 
** being a morbfe enemy to the joys, and 
'^ even the feftivity of marriage, one of his 
" own miracles *has fulficiendy evinced : he 
^* feeriis not, however, to have fliewn any 
** prejudice of partiality towards any parri- 
" cular order of human beings, but to have 
" relpefted all the difft^rent conditions of 
** that life, which, for the good of all, he 
" condefcended to aflume. He refpeded 
" the natural liberties of mankind : he in- 
** terfered with no civil or focial duties : 
** he forbad no iniiocent plcafures : and, 
. 9 " what 
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^ what IS more to our prefent purpofe, he 
" recommended not an adherence to any 
" precife ftate of life, bccaufe his own di- 
^ vine inftitutions are adapted to every 
*•' condition into which a human creature 
*^ can bjp thrown, by thofe bufy fhifters of 
*^ huo^an fcenery, time and chance. 

^5 But it may be faid, * Although we readily 
" allow the benign influence of Chrif- 
** tianity, upon all who fincerely profefs it, 
*' we are warranted by realbn and expe- 
*' rience in affirming, that certain modes of 
*f life have a tendency to throw a gloom 
^' over the mind, aod to produce fuch a 
" dejedtion of Ipirit, as naturally leads to 
*^ lamentation ; and is not the celibacy of 
f^ an ancient virgin an ej^ample of this 
^' truth r 

♦' We feel the foil force of this qyeftion ; 
^^ and imagination fets before us, what the. 
** world exhibjts daily to many a Ipedtator, 
<' a difconfolate maiden, the daughter of 
^« an opulent father, yet accidentally de- 
1^ privcd of all her fair prolpefts, alj Jier 
J^ 3 ^? tendqei^ 
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«^ tendereft connexions, and dcftitute of 
** fortxine in the decline of life. 

« Shall we fay to this folitary vir^n, 
*^ < Bewail not your condition j for, if you 
^' are a good Chriftian, you fhould be 
« happy ?'— No ! we will not addrefs her 
^« thus i and Ihame on thofe ill-inftrufted 
'< minifters of Chrift, who infult the wretch- 
" ed with fuch abrupt and unfeeling admo- 
** nirion ! It is our duty to penetrate, with 
*^ infmuating tendernefs, into the painful 
"recedes of a fuffering Ipirit. Let us 
*' gently fearch into the natural tr^n of 
" thought, which depreffes the unfortunate 
cc virgin, and purfue that line of confola- 
" tion, which the prefent turn of her own 
*^ mind may efFe6tually fuggeft !— By what 
" is fhe depreffed ? By the contraft, which 
«^ memory prefents to her, between the gay 
«' feftivity ofher early days, and the negled 
• *' and folitude to which Ihe is now rc- 
*' duced ; by the comparifon, which ima- 
*^ gination fuggefts to her, between her 
^* own defolate condition, and the different 

"deftinjr 
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•'deftiny of thofe female companions of 
*' her youth, who were fo fortunate as to 
*^ marry. Let us follow this clue, and it 
*' may enable us to lead the dejefted fufFerer 
" from the labyrinth of perplexed and 
'* gloonfiy thoughts into light and peace ! 
** Let us firft indulge and humour the me- 
«' lancholy of her fpirit ! let us allow the 
" feeming feverity of her lot ! let us fay 
«* to her, 'You have, indeed, been unjuftly 
^' overlooked by men, • who have pitched 
*^ upon companions lefs attraftive, ahd 
" have fhared their wealth and Iplendor 
*^ with partners far lefs deferving : but be- 
" fore you eftimate thbir fuppofed felicity, 
*^ examine the real ftate of thofe aflbciates 
*^ of your youth, whom marriage has placed 
** in a condition fp different from your 
*^ own! — ^Let us try the firft. — She is a 
** woman of rank, of opulence, of gaiety; 
** but her innocence was undermined by 
*' the fuppofed 'Conflituents of her vifionary 
** happincfs ; and your hean is* too pure to 
N 4 " envy 



i84 ESSAY ON 

f' envy pleafures debafed by infamy or 
*^ loaded with rcmorfe. 

" Let us proceed to a fecond. — ^Behold 
^' a woman, whom nature and education 
** had rendered a lovely compound of vi- 
^* vacity and virtue ! She was wedded to 
*' the man pf her choice, with the fanftion 
*' of her delighted parents, The figure, 
*' the reputation, and the fortune of' her 
f* hufband, made her the envy of all hep 
^^ fair fingle friend* : bup alas ! could they 
f ^ have read her deftiny, Ihe would have 
'^ excited only compaflion ; for fhc foon 
" found, that the pleafing manners, the 
*« enchanting talents, and the bright fern- 
*' blance of integrity, in the man w£om 
^' the fondly thought all perfedion, covered 
f ' a mind corrupted 'by licentious pleafure, 
f* and a heart that could only counterfeit, 
*' for a very (hort period, all the generous 
?^ charafteriftics of genuine love. Hispaf^ 
^f fion was extinguifhed by a few weeks 
ff poffcflion i and fhe then experienced, in 

^* return 
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^ return for real and anxious afFeftion, mor* 
*' tifying negleft, contemptuous farcafm, 
^* and perpetual infidelity. His vices foon 
^^ produced their natural cfFe£t, the ruin of 
*' his fortune, his temper, and his health, 
*^ Haunted by every painful recoUedtion, 
^* he now vainly tries to drown, in deeper 
** intemperance, all ideas of his mifery; 
*^ while the innocent and ftill lovely viftim 
^^ of his various crimes, (urrounded by in- 
*'digent and deferted children, looks up 
5^ to thofe, her former companions, who 
*^ have remain unmarried, as the moft 
^* enviable of human beings. 

^^ But let us pafs oh to a third, and a 
^' much hlppier example of married life.— 
^' Here, indeed,^ as you truly obferve, here 
** we find every circumftance of charafter 
" and condition,* that is juftly entkled to 
*' the name of fortunate. In this perfon 
"we may behold the beloved wife of ah 
^* afFe6tionate and a fenfible hufband ; the 
^' healthy and opulent mother of a nume- 
^* rous and lovely offspring. She has a 

** heart 
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•^ heart and fpirit to relifh. happinefs, and 
«* (he is furrounded by every thing t|>at is 
«* likely to give and to encreafe it. Her 
« condition is, in truth, oppofite to that of 
•'the elderly, indigent, and folitary mai- 
^ ^ den- — But let us take a nearer view of 
^ this fortunate perfonage ! let us vifit the 
** manfion of felicity ! — Where is the gaiety 
*' that' fhould furround it? — Good Hea- 
*• vens ! what evil has befallen it ? — All 
" is diforder and diftrefs. — Mifchance 
** has happened to one of the young and 
"favourite branches of this flburifhing 
«^ houfe.T— It is the cry of the diftrafted 
^^ mother over her darling, torn from her 
•^ by a calamitous death.— Let us retire ! for 
^ber'w't cannot comfort ! — Her grief can be 
^ alleviated only by that Almighty Power, 
*' who has permitted it to be infiided. 
" But we have received our leffon in the 
^ piercing found of her diftrefs. A fingle 
•' fliriek of the mother, on the expiration of 
** her child, ought to drown for ever all the 
^ petty murmurmg of maidenly difeontent. 

« Let 
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*^ Let it not be laid, that fuch calamities 
** Vc rare ! Who has ever known a nu- 
^ merous family unvifited by ficknefs and 
** forrow ? O ! ye confiderate virgins ! let 
^^ me lead you to form a true eftimate of * 
*^ all the good an^ evil in female life f 
*' Place, if you pleafe, to the account of 
*' the wife and mother, all the more intenfe 
" and more lively pleafures ! but enter 
'* fairly, at the fame time, her anxieties, 
^^ her terrors, her agonies, both of body 
''and of mind! enter alfo, on your own 
'' fide of the account, your exemption 
*' from all thefe ! forget not the more cer- 
" tain and quiet enjoyments, which parti- 
^' cularly belong to your own. condition ! • 
^^ Examine the two accounts with ftridt 
'' impartiality, and perhaps you will find; 
" that, in a courfe of years, the balance has 
'* run confiderably in your favour. 

" But it fhould not be the fole bufiheft ' 

'' of a mortal to regard the enjoyments of 

'' human life ; a concern more important 

'' demands the attention of us all 1 1 mean, 

9 "the 
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^ the preparation for death. It is hardly 
** poifiblcy that the virgin can be properly 
^ prepared for diis inevitable hour, who has 
" reached the latter end of a Ipng life in the 
«* habit of murmuring at her own lot, and 
^ thereby condemning the difpenfations of 
**tbat God, in whofe prefence flie is fo 
** loon to appear. But, on the other hand 
**ihe ancient maiden, who has fupported 
**the negkft and injuftice of mankind 
^ with pious refignadon and content, has 
•* foch advantages over the married wom^n, 
^ in th^^weful and importanf clofe of hu- 
** man exiftence, as more than repays hep 
** for any fuppofed or real inferiority in the 
•'point of worldly enjoyments. Let us 
^ purfue this idea ! it leads us to intereft- 
**ing contemplation. Circumftances that 
^ attend the dying, of every ftation, are par- 
•*ticularly deferving of our notice; be- 
^ caufe, however different the degrees and 
** fefliions of our lives, in the adb of death ^ 
'^ we muft: all refemble each other. It is 
f^z trial uniyerfally endured, though ya-r 

" rioufly 
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^ riotifly fuftaincd. Let mc then condudb 
*^ you, my fiftcrs, to two fcenes of this 
^* kind, different from each other, yet both 
" afFefting and inftruftive ! — ^Let us firft 
^* approach, and confider the death- bed of 
** the Wife ! — Behold a Woman of virtue 
*^ and of piety ! behold her, after many blef- 
** fings thankfully received, and many du- 
*' ties faithfully difcharged, behold her dc- 
*' voutly hafteningto her heavenly reward ! 
** —See I though her frame is (battered, her 
" mind is ftill fedate!— yet fee with what 
** tender anguifti Ihe takes leave of an af- 
" Aided huft)and, who has been her fond 
*' and faithful guide in the paths of innd- 
** cence and religion !— obferve how htr 
** fortitude is fhakcn, by reading in his 
*^ features a vehemence of diftrels burfting 
'^ through the kind maflc of refignation, 
*' which, in pity to her fufferings, he vainly 
*' labours to wear ! 

*' Yet even this is not her fevereft: trial: 
" as her life is haftening to its clofe, flic 
*^ yields to a parental and irrefiftiblc de- 

"firci 
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** fire J fhe calls for her children, to fold 
** them for the laft time to her bofom.— 
** Good Heavens ! what a fcene ! — O God ! 
*^ releafe her, for fhe has loft: the firninefs of 
"piety itfelf! — ^her foul, engroffed by the 
*^ w^ts and forrows of thefe little inno- 
« cents, and by a dreadful idea of what 
*' they may fufFer, fhquld their father alfo 
** be taken from them — her diftrafted foul 
** pays' no longer its jufl: obedience to the 
*' fummons of her Maker !— Ye,t thou art 
"not offended. Almighty Parent ! for there 
*' are weakneflfes peculiarly entided to thy 
" mercy ; and fuch are the fond exceffes of 
** a maternal heart, to which thou haft al- 
** lotted the extremes of delight and agony. 

" Let us. turn from this heart-rending 
** fcene, to one, though equally awefal, yet 
" much lefs afflifting ! LiCt us approach 
" the death-bed of the Ancient Maiden ! — 
" Behold a woman, not endued with a 
" more cultivated underftanding, or with 
" more habitual piety, than the dying mo- 
•'ther whom, we have juft beheld! but 

"Ol 
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** O 1 with what a different frame of mind 
*^ and heart does the prefent expiring mor- 
*' tal fupport the mod ftriking, if ntjt 
'* the moft important, of human trials i 
" Obferve with what ferenity fhc contcm- 
" plates the vifible approach of that dc- 
** ftroying power, who has been called the 
'' King of Terrors !— She has led a life of 
'^^ innocence and content ; but her foul is 
^ not rivetted to earth by thofe earthly 
"^^ fetters, which, in the preceding inftanci^ 
" the twin feraphs, Hope and Faith, were 
".hardly able to unlock. Here religioa 
" operates without a check* This elderly, 
*' expiring virgin has, indeed, htr tender 
" attachments to relinquifli ^ but Ihe bids 
*^ adieu to her friends with the placid air of 
^^ one who is fetting forth on a long- 
" wiftied-for journey. She does nothuny 
'^ from the world with the over- heated 
" enthufiafm of Romifh nuns, who call 
" themfelves, with an unbecoming famili- 
*^ arity and fervour of language, the fpoufes 
*^ of their God. — No ! fhe contemplates 

*^ the 
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" the gracious promifes of her RedetfmA* 
*^ with the humble confidence of a faithfiil 
*^ and afFc6tionate fervant. She prepares 
** to meet hinri with the meek obedience 6f 
*^ tender humanity and unperverted reaibrt, 
** willing to quit a w6rld, where ftie has. 
** been frequently wronged and negle&ed, 
" to enter thofe bleffed regions where 
*^ nejgledt or injuftice can never be ad- 
" mitted. 

" O ! my fitters, what is the Icflbn thlt 
** thefe contrafted fcenes may fuggcft to 
" us ? Is it not this ? that every good and 
** wife virgin of advanced life, infliead of 
*' finking into the Jewifh folly of bewail- 
" ing her virginity, fhould regard it as a 
" pafl^port from Providence, which may . 
*^ have conducted her through a vexatious 
** world, exempt from many of its fevei^eft 
" troubles ;. and which may at laft enable 
" her to pats the gates of death, not with 
*^ reluftant anguilh, but with ^rational com- 
" pofure and devout exultation. — To crown 
*' ail our difquietudes and conflifts by an 

" end 
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** end fo happy, is a deftiny that the pureft 
'* and happicft of human charadters might 
^'efteem, perhaps, the moft delirable of 
^' bleffings ; and to this, my beloved fifters, 
*' may the God of purity conduft us all ! — 
"Amen/' 

in defcending from the pulpit I obferved, 
with an honeft pride, the cfifedt of my dif- 
courfe in the features of the fifterhood* 
Several of them prefled around me to ut- 
ter their compliments oA the occafiom 
while others contrived to compliment their 
preacher in a manner ftill more engaging, by 
difcovering to me, without affedation, the 
•traces of thofe fubfiding tears, which I had 
drawn from my tender audience, not by the 
real excellence of my fermon, but by the 
cordial fervour and apparent fincerity of 
my zeal. In truth, I had preached to them « 
from the bottom of a feeling and benevo- 
lent heart; and I had raifed fo forcibly 
before my own eyes the fucceflive images 
which I prefented to them, that, in deliver- 

Vol. III. O ing 
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ing my fcrmon, I was myfelf afifcftcd even 
to tears, and obliged to paufe, more than 
once, to recover the powers of my fufpc|ided 
voice.— The lady Seraphina, who ipoke to 
me, as prefident, in the name of the com- 
munity, bad begun to honour me with a 
very delicate encomium, but checked 'her- 
felf on a fudden j and, obferving that I had 
cxhaufted myfelf to fuch a degree that I 
was ready to faint, fhe haftily difpatched the 
good MelefindaC for a glafs of hartlhorn and 
water. I was ftill within the chapel ; for, 
perceiving mylelf in feme danger of falling, 
I had fupported my weak and emaciated 
body againft a pillar. The companionate 
lady abbefs held one of my hands, which 
anfwered the honeft preffure oT her gene- 
rous anxiety. Her favourite Fufcina con- 
tinued, by her dircftion, to chafe my tem- 
ples till the hartfliorn arrived* I drank it 
with fome difficulty, and, regaining a little 
portion of ftrength, I faid to my charitable 
affiftants, in a feeble and broken voice, 
*' Be not alarmed, my j;ood filters ! you , 

€C fee 
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^ lee before you a friail and feverifti mor- 
«^ tal, whofe trembling nerves have but too - 
*' often refufed to fecondand fupport the 
** honeft ardour of his foul. Accept, how- 
*' ever, my good intention, and allow me 
'* to live and die in ,your fervice !" The 
attentive lady abbefs endeavoured to raife 
and comfort me with the moft friendly and 
endearing exprelTions. She now condufted 
me, in the tcndereft ' manner, into her own 
private apartment. She feated me on a 
moft comfortable fopha, that filled a large 
recefs in an elegant and fpacious parlour. 
The room was decorated with many beaudfol 
works, both of the needle and the pencil ; 
but alas ! I was unable to contemplate their 
refpeftive beauties, for the Ihades of death 
appeared now to be gathering very faft around 
me. The kind folicitude of Seraphina re- 
doubled: flic difcovered the moft fervent 
defire to reftore my health. '^ Excellent 
*Mady!'* I exclaimed^ with all the litde 
voice that I could raife, " difquiet not thy 
' *^ tender bofoni with a vain expectation ! — Jl^- 
O 2 . '* perc«<Ve 
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« perceive that my liafl: momeitt is near^ 
*' and I ought not to regret it, fince I have 
^' obtained and enjoyed the great objedt of 
*' my ambition, the afFe6lionate favour of 
*^ your fifterhood Yet *therc is one thing 
^* that I have ftill to wilh^ and you alone 
^' can indulge me." — *^ O name it ! name 
'* it !" faid the tender abbefs, preffing my 
cold hand, and wetting it with her tears. , 
^' Yes, madam," I replied, " I will lay 
" before you all the little weaknefles of a 
*' heart that has much to hope, and litde to 
** fear frbm a being fo benevolent and 
^' gentle as you are, I am a vain creature ; 
" but your tendernefs will call my vanity a 
*5 virtue. Indeed I covet not the moft 
** envied diftinclion ; I figh not for pre- 
" eminence in learning, genius, or wit : 
*' yet, I confcfs to you, I wifh with great 
*^ fervour to attraft the notice of pofterity ; 
*' I wifh, that as long as my name endures, 
1^ it xnsiy be honoured with the afFeftionate 
^ remembrance of my fellow- creatures, 
if md particularly with the tender cfteem 

"of 
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^ i/ your fifterhood." —r " It muft, it 
^ mull/' , faid the good abbels^ fobbing. — 
** O I" replied I, enfolding one of her 
hands within mine, " fecure to me this de- 
** lightful diftindion ! you have the power 
** of doing fo : — give me your promife, that 
** I ihs^ll be buried in your chapel, under 
** a fimple flab of white marble, with this 
** infcription 1 

*' Here lies 



«. 



'f The Friend and Pallor 
"ofOldMaids/-^ 

The kind abbefs aiTented, and I thus con* 
tinued: — "I have yet another requeft: 
** pray forgive the whimfies of a fond, and, 
'* perhaps, foolifti old man ! — I conjure 
** you, let me not be removed froiri this 
** chamber, till the day of my interment !— 
" place me in my coffin juft as I am, in 
^^ this my paftoral habit ! »r^, a3 I confef^ 
O3 "I have 
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*^ I have a fecret horror of being buried 
*^ alive, pray let fome of your good fitters 
*' be fo charitable as to watch my body, 
*' during nine days at leaft, after my dc- 
^ ceafe !" 

The tender Scraphina continued to fig- 
nify her perfeft acquicfcence in all my de- 
fires i not by diftinft words, indeed, but a 
feries of the moft expreflive and endearing 
geftures. — " Enough I enough !" I ex- 
claimed, in a fepulchral tone j and, beftow- 
ing upon her a bcnediftion but half articu- 
lated, I with difficulty raifed her unrefifting 
hand to my clammy lips, then gently laid it 
on n^y own throbbing heart, and, having 
Iqueezed it agaihft my bofom in a ftrong 
convulfive preffure, expired. 

My fpirit, however, remained fluttering 
and invifible in the chamber, and fecmcd 
to contemplate, with a fort of feraphic 
pride, the chaftc, weeping abbefs, arid my 
own lifelefs body. The excellent Sera- 
phina would not quit the.corpfe for a finglc 
moment^ till fhe was thoroughly perfuaded 

thsit 
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that the breath of the lamented paftor was 
departed from him for ever. She then 
gave fuch orders as were neceffary for the li- 
teral accomplifliment of my requeft. She 
permitted feleft parties of the kind and cu- 
rious fifterhood to enter the apartment by 
turns, and indulge themfclves in contem- 
plating the countenance of their departed 
friend. My fpirit was highly flattered and 
entertained by iheir various comments upon 
ity and by their many quick viciffitudes of 
maidenly curiofity and regret. At length 
a fimple but elegant coffin was brought 
to the fopha on which I died. The body, 
without any change of drcfs, was depofitcd 
within it; but the coffin remained open. 
The admirable lady abbefs hcrfelf deter- 
mined to fet the community an example of 
tender and generous attachment. She did 
me the uiiufual honour of watching the body 
the firft night, attended by her two favourite 
fifbers. In the evening of the fubfequent 
day, it happened that Mclefinda and Fuf- 
cina were left alone in this office. They 
Q 4 endeavoured 
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endeavoured to amufe each other by entering 
into a very curious and diverting debate on 
my charaftcr and conftitution : but my mo- 
defly will not allow me to repeat the many 
flattering things which were uttered on this 
occafion. At laft, when they had tho- 
roughly difcufled all my qualities — *^Ifin- 
** cerely regret this good man," faid the 
friendly Fufcina, *'as the world contains 
" but few fuch advocates for our fifterhood : 
" but don't you think, my dear Melefinda, 
*' that we may ground fome litde hope of 
" his revival, on his Angular requeft of be- 
*' ing attended nine days ? — Suppofe he 
*' fhould be only in a trance ! — Good 
^* God !" continued the kind-hearted crea- 
ture, f^I would give the world to reftorc 
«' him." 

As Ihe uttered thefe words, fhe caft a 
piercing eye on my countenance, and, wet- 
ling the tip of her fingers with a little bot- 
tle of lavender-water, which Ihe held in her 
left hand, fhe began to rub my temples with 
an eager anxiety, yet with fome degree of 

that 
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that awe and trepidation which the dead arp 
apt to inlpire. 

In a few moments Ihe exclaimed, 
^^ Look ! look ! my dear Melefinda ! am I 
^' miftaken ? or may we not perceive a little 
^' dawn of colour on his cheek ?'* — Her 
benevolent heart beat high with expedj^- 
tion i and^ feizing my hand, fhe faid aloud, 
with the commanding, ecftatic air of a bene- 
ficent enchantrefs — ^*0 thou gentle paf- 
*^ tor, revive, and live for ever ! not only 
^* for us, but for every future Old Maid 1" 
—She feemed to fpeak with a prophetic 
tranfport; and at the fame time fqueezed 
my hand with fuch forcible preffure, that I 
awaked with mingled fenfations of pain and 
exultation. 

I looked wiftfully around, and was fur- 
prifed to find, inftead of a kind and honed 
old maiden on each fide of me, St. Bafil's 
Difcourfe on Virginity at. my left hand, 
and towards the right, an exhaufl:ed bottle 
of port* 

In 
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In the firft moments that I could clearly 
rccollc6t all the particulars of my vifion, I 
threw them upon paper, and refolved to 
make them ferve me as the clofe of my 
elaborate Eflay, in the hope, that good Old 
Maidens, who are faid to delight in vifions^ 
may believe, like the honeft folks in Homer, 
that they defcend from heaven. 

Whether I am really indebted to my 
good angel, or not, for this unexpcfted con- 
clufion of my work, I fliall now leave the 
candid critics of either fcx to decide.— 
Frank and gentle fpirits, who are willing to 
be pleafed ! let me requeft and advife you to 
confider this chequered produftion with 
that uniform good-nature and fatisfedtion, 
which the author has endeavoured to pro- 
mote, and fincerely wifties you to preferve> 
not only through thefe pages, but in tura- 
ing over every new leaf of your feparate lives, 
whatever you may chance to find its con- 
tents !— Let mc caution you againft one pof- 
fible error in your judgment of this per- 
formance ! Do not, I entreat you, fuppofe 
X that 
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that thefc litde volumes were written with 
an idle ambition of trying what fuppofed 
wit and learning could produce on a fubjedt 
not very promifing! — Do not, I conjure you, 
rank my E-flay on Old Maids with the fa- 
n?ous Meditation on a Broomftick ! — I flat- 
ter rnyfelf it is faT fuperior to that celebrated 
produ^l^ion in the merits of the aim pro- 
pofed, though not in thofe of execution. 
I am willing- to hope jhat my defign will 
be thought to poffefs the Ci:iarm of origina-- 
lity; but I cannot prefume to think, that I 
am entitled to any KJch com.niendation for 
the conduft of my pcrformanvCe, fince I 
muft candidly confefs, th'<^t it bea.^s a very 
ftriking refemblance to m^ny other philo- 
fophical effays, by ending in a £>ream. 

5ND OF THE iSSAY. 
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HROSWITHA or ROSVIDA 



APPENDIX. 

AFTER a fruidefs refearch of fomc 
years, accident and the kindncfs of a 
friend have put into my hands the rare edi- 
tion of Hrofiritha, or as fhc is fometimes more 
harmoniouQy called Rofvida, publiihed in 
1 50 1 by her Celebrated brother of Pamaffus, 
Conradus Celtesj who had not only the 
honour of being himfelf poet laureat to the 
emperor of Germany^ but received from his 
' imperial matter Maximilian I. a diploma 
• invefting him widi the privilege of beftowing 
the laurel on others. It is remarkable that 
this diploma bears the date of the vciy year 
in which Celtes publiflied the works of our 
dramatic Nun : thefe he addreffed to his 
/ patron F rcdtric the wife, Eledor of Saxony, 
)i with a preliminary epiftle, in which he re- 
^ lates his own peregrinations thro' Germany, 
in fearch of curious manufcripts. He in- 
forms 
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forms us, that in a convent of Bencdi6lincs.hc • 
found the very anticnt volume, which con- 
tains her compofitions, written almoft in 
the Gothic letter, and in a female hand. 
It is inexpreflible, exclaims the Ipirited 
Celtes, with what aftonilhmcnt and delight 
I was feized while I read a female author of 
Germany, who had flourifhed fix hundred 
years before my time, exprefling herfelf in 
Latin, both in profe and verfe. The literary 
friends of Celtes were not lefs liberal than 
himfelf in beftowing encomiums on this 
poetical Nun; and feveral epigrams in her 
praife are prefixed to his edition .of her 
comedies and poems. Two of thefe> by 
a learned bifhop, I fhall tranfcribe. in a 
note *. 

• Joannes Dalburgius Vormacien. Epifc* in 
operft Hrofvithae clariffiinas virginis et monialis Ger* 
xnanicae. 

Quae paucis aetas conoeflit patria fexus 
Hrofvitha virgineo praeftitit ingenio, 
Aliiid ejufdem. 
Affro laus fcenae, lyra Flacco, bella Maroni; 
Multiplicem laurum Hrofvitha do6la gerit. 

Regarding 
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Regarding the comedies of Rofvida as a 
moft rare and amufing curiofity of monaftic 
literature, I have inferted two of them, with 
an engraved portrait of this dramatic Old 
Maid* 

I am aware that fome faftidious readers 
of our nice age may condemn the devout 
comedies of our Saxon Virgin as dull, and 
others may cenfure the'm as immodeflr, 
though they are fanftioned by tfie praifes 
of a bifhop: but to all contemplative minds, 
who love to examine the early efforts of 
imagination, ftruggling under every difad- 
vantage, they muft be highly entertaining | 
elpecially when they are confidered as the 
produftions of a religious reclufe, in times 
of darknefs and barbarifm, long before the 
artlefs attempts towards dramatic compo- 
fition, called Myfteries, formed in various 
countries of Europe the rude and fantaftic 
foundations of the modern ftage. 

Let thofe whofe nicety of tafte may be 
inclined to defpife the devout comedies of 

Rofvida, 
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Rofvidd^ congratulate themfelvcd on thC 
happy progrefe of refinement, in comparing 
thcfe facred dramas of the fair Saxon with 
thofe of a poetical maiden of our time j 
who without wearing the robe of monadic 
fanftity, has given to religious compofition a 
chafte elegance and fpirit, which it was im- 
poflible for her early predeceiBbr to attain i 
yet furely the curious comedies of Rofvida 
will not be viewed with contempt by any 
liberal reader^ who has the juftice to refleft, 
that had this fair dramadfl: of a German 
cloifter been fortunately born in our age 
and country, fhe would have proved a 
fecond Hannah More. 

The edition of Rofvida, by Celtes*, 
which is extremely fcarce, contains her fix 
comedies in profe, eight religious hiftories 

* There is a more modern edition of this religious 
dramatift, by Leonhardus Schurzfleifchius ; Wite- 
bergae, 1707 : but this appears to be equally fcarce, 
as I have not been able to find any copy of it in the 
courfe of many years inquiry. 

in 
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• in verfe, and a poetical panegyric on the 
emperor Odo the firft. 

From her comedies I have felcfted two^ 
the moft remarkable. She feems to have 
thought this fpecies of compofition required 
Ibme apology from a Nun, which ftie makes 
with uncommon modefty and dcvodon, in 
the following preface. 



The Preface of Rosvida to her 
Six Comedies. 

« T^ ^ AN Y religious perfons are found, 
XVJL nor can we perfedly clear our- 
selves from the folbwing charge, who 
prefer the eloquence of polite literature, 
and the vain charms of heathen books, ,to 
the utility of the facred Scriptures. There 
are alfo others attached to holy books, 
who although they dcfpife other heathen 
compofitidns, yet frequently perufe the 
fiftions of Terence: and while they are 
delighted with the fweetncfs of his Ian* 
Vol. III. P g"^g^» 
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guage, are contaminated by an acquaint^ 
ince with his. licentious fubjeiSls, Where- 
fore I, the fpirited voice of Ganderfheim, 
have not refufed to imitate in writing the 
author, whom others honour by readings 
that even in the very fpecies of compofition^ 
which ufed to recite the difgraceful inde- 
cencies of wanton feftivity, the laudable 
purity of facred virgins might be celebrated 
according to the ability of my inconfiderablc. 
genius. Yet this makes me often afliamed 
and covered with a deep blufh, that impelled 
by the nature of this compofition, I have 
revolved in my mind, and expreffed with 
my pen, thedeteftablc madnefs of licentious 
" lovers, and their wickedly fwect converla- 
tion, which can hardly be accommodated 
to our ears. But if, from an excefs of 
delicacy, I had neglefted thefe things, I 
fhould neither have compleated my purpolc, 
nor have exhibited fo fully the praife of 
the innocent, according to my power. For 
in proportion as the blandilhmcnts of mad 
lovers are more ready to fcducc, the honour 

of 
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of the Supreme Proteftor is more fublimc, 
and the viftory of the triumphant is proved 
more glorious : elpecially when feminine 
weakncfs is crowned with conqueft^ and 
manly ftrength is overwhelmed with confu- 
fion. 1 doubt hot it will be objefted by 
fome, that the poverty of this compofition 
is much inferior, much more conirafted, 
and utterly unlike the author, whom I pro- 
pofed to imitate. I agree to their opinion, 
yet declare to thefe perfon$> that on this 
account I cannot juftly be cenfured, as if I 
wifhed to be fraudulently likened to thofe, 
who have gone far beyond my indolence in 
fublimer fcience j for I have not fuch arro- . 
gance as to prefume to compare myfelf even 
with the laft difciples of eminent writers j 
but this is my fole aim, that although I 
have by no means any fui table powers, yet 
with a fupplianc devotion of mind I would 
employ the talent I have received upon the 
Giver. ]?or I have not fb much felf-love, 
that, to avoid reprehenfion, I would ceafe 
to pr6ckim the virtue of Cbrift, whofe 
P a . power 
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power is vifible in the holy^ as far as ht 
himfelf will enable me. If my devotion 
pleafcs any one, I fhall rejoice ; but if it 
pleafes no one, either through my weak- 
nefs, or the rufticity of my defeftive lan- 
guage, yet what I have performed is fldll 
fatisfaftory to myfelf : bccaufe, while in this 
dramatic compolition I ferioufly attend to 
the unworthinefs of my own labour, (which 
in fome other works of my inexperience 
has been devoted to heroic verfe) I abfte- 
mioufly avoid the pernicious delights of the 
heathen/* 
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EPISTOLA IN COMEDIAS. 

TTTROSVITH^/ illuftrLs muHeris 
•*• ^ GermansB gente Saxonica ortae in fex 
comedias fuas prefatio incipit feliciter. 

Plures invcniuntur catholici, cujus nos 
pcnitus expurgare nequivimus fadi, qui pro 
culrioris facundia fermonis gentilium vani- 
tatem librorum utilitati preferunt facrarum 
fcripturarum : Sunt etiam alii, facris inhe- 
rcntes paginis, qui licet alia gentilium 
Ipernant, Thercncii tamcn figmenta fre- 
quentius leftitant, et dum dulcedine fermo- 
nis deleftantur, nefandarum noticia rerum 
maculantur: Unde ego, clamor validus 
Gandifhemenfis, non recuf^vi ilium imitari 
diftando, quern alii colunt legendo; quo 
codem diflbationis genere, quo turpia lafci- 
varum incefta feriarum recitabantur, lauda- 
bilis facrarum caftimonia virginum juxta 
mci facultatem ingenioli cclebraretun Hoc 
P 3 tamcn 
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tamen &cit non raro verccundan, graviquc 
rubore perfundi, quod, hujufmodi fpecic 
diftationis cogente, deteftabllem illicite 
araantium dementiam, ct male dulcia coflo- 
quia corum, quae nee noftro auditui pro- 
mittuntur accommodari, diftando mente 
traftavi, et ftili officio defignavi : fed fi haee 
crubefccndo riegligerem, nee propofito 
fatisfacerem, ncc innocentium laudem adeo 
plene juxta meum pofle cxponerem^ quia 
quanto blanditise amantjum ad illiciendiim 
prOmptiores, tanto et fuperni adjutoris 
gloria fublimior ; et triumphantium vidtoria 
probatur gloriofior : praefertim cum foemi- 
nea fragilitas vinceret, et virilis robur con- 
fufioni fubjaceret. - Noo enim dubito mihi 
ab aliquibus objeci, quod hujus vilitas dic- 
tationis multo inferior, multo contradior, 
penitufque diffimilis ejus, quern prbpone- 
bam imitiiii: eorum conccdo fententiis; 
ipfis tamco denuntio, me in hoc jure, repre- 
hendi non pofle, quafi his- Vellem abufiv^ 
affimilari, qui meam inertiam longe pro- 
ccffcrui>t in fcientia fublimiQri, Nee enim 

tant9$ 
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tantae fum jaftantijc, ut vel extremis mc 
prefumam conferre auftorum alumnis ; fed 
hoc folum nicor, ut licet nuUatenus valeam 
apte, fupplici tamen mentis devotione ac- 
ceptum in datorem retorqueam ingenium, 
Ideoque non fum adeo amatrix mei, ut pro 
vitanda reprehenfione Chrifti, qui in fandis 
operatur, virtutem, quocunqne ipfc dabit 
pofle, ceffem predicarc. Si enim alicui 
placet mea devotio, gaudebo; fi autem, 
vel pro mei abjeftione, vel pro vitiofi fer- 
monis rufticitate, nuUi placet j memetipfam 
tamen juvat quod feci i quia dum proprii 
vilitatem laboris (in aliis mea^ infcientix 
opufculis heroico ligatam ftrophio) in hac 
dramatica junftura fcrie colo perniciofasgen* 
tilium delicias abftinendo dcvito^ 
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DULCICIUS. 



Arqum]&n7um in Dulciciukc. 

Paffio fandarum virginum Agapis, Chioni25,.ct Hy- 
renac; quas Tub no^umo filentio Dalcicius praefea 
clam adiits capiens earum amplexibc^s faturari : {c6^ 
mqx at intravit, mente captus* ollas et farcagines 
pro virginibus anipleclendo ofculabatur, donee fa« 
cies et veilis horribili nigredine inficiebantur. 
Deinde Sicinnio comiti jufTa per pttniendas virgines 
ceflit qui etiam miiis modis illufus tandem Agar 
pern et Chioniam foncremarij, et Hyrenanx jaffit 
perfodu 



INTERLOCUTOR ES- 
DiOCLESIANUS; 

Agapes. 

Chionia. 

Hyrena. 

I 

DULCICIUS. 

SiSINNIUS. 

MiLlTES. 

SCENA 
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SCENA PRIMA. 

Dioclefianusy AgapeSy Cbionia, Hyrena. 

I>/^^^-T>ARENTELiE claritas, ingcnu- 
Xr itas, veftrumque ferenitas pul- 
chritudinis, exegit vos nuptiali lege primis in 
paiatio copulari 2 quod noftri juflu annuerit 
fieri, fi Chriftum negare, ncftrifque diis facri- 
ficia velitis ferre. 

Agap. Efto fecurus curarum, nee te gravet 
noftrarum preparatio nuptiarum, quia nee 
ad negationein confitendi nominis, nee ad 
corruptionem integritatis uUis rebus com- 
pelli poterimus. 

Diode/. Quid fibi vult ifta, qua2 vos 
agitat fatuitas ? 

Jgap. Quod fignum fatuitatis nobis incflfe 
deprehendis ? 

Dioclef. Evidens, magnumque. 

Jgap. In quo ? 

Dioclef. In hoc precipuej quod relifta 
fetuftas obfcrvanria religionis, inutilem 

Ch|-iftiani 
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SCENA SECUNDA. 

Dulcicius, Milites. 

Dulcic. Producite, Militcs, producitc 
quas tencris in carcere ! 
Milt. Eccc quas vocafti ! 
BuL Papsc! quam pxilcrse, quam vc- 
nuftae, quam egregise puellulae ! 
Milu Profcfto decorae. 
Did. Captus fum illarum fpecic* 
MIL Credibile. 

DuL Excfhio illas ad mci amorcm tra- 
hcrc. 
MiU. Diifidimus te prevalcrc. 
DuL Quare? 
" Milu Quia ftabiles fide* 
Dul Quid fi fuadcam blandimentis ? 
Milu Contemnunt. 
Dul. Quid fi tcrream fuppliciis I 
Milu Parvi pendunt. 
DuL Et quid fiet ? 
Mils. Prccogita^ 

DuL 
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Did. Ponite illas in cuftodia in int^rio- 
rcm officinae aedem i in cujus proaulb mi- 
niftrorum fervantur vafa. 

MilL Ad quid co loci ? 

Dul. Quo a me fepiufcule poflSnt vidcri, 

MUL Ut jubes. 



SCENA TERTIA. 

Dulcicius, Milites. 

DuL Quid agunt captive fub hoc nodtis 
tempore ? 

J\^lu Vacant hymnis. 

Did. Accedamus propius ! . 

Milt. Tinnulae fonitum vocis a longc 
audimus. 

Dul Obfervate pro foribus cum lucernis: 
ego autem intrabo, ct vel optatis amplexi- 
bus me faturabo. 

Milu Intra !— preftolabimur. 



SCENA 
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SCENA CLUATUOR. 

Jgapeiy Cbionia^ Hyrena^ 

Agap. Quid ftrepit prse foribus ? 

Hyr. Infelix Dulcicius ingreditur. 

Cbion. Dcus nos tueatur ! 

Agap Amen. 

Chim* Quid fibi vult coUiGo oUanim, 
caccaborum ct fartaginum ? 

Hyr. LuftrabOi, Accedite quasfb per 
rimulas profpicite* 

Agap. Qui^ eft ? 

Hyr. Ecce ifte ftultus, mentc alienatus, 
cftimat fe uti noftris amplexibus, 

Agaf. Quid facit ? 

Byr. Nunc oUas moUi fovet gremio, 
nunc fartagines et caccabos ampleditur, 
mitia libans ofcula ! 

Chion* Ridiculum ! 

Hyr. Nam facies^ manus, ac veftitnenta, 
adeo fordida, adeo coinquinata, ut nigredo 

qusft 
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quae iphefic fimilitudinem Ethiopis expri* 
mat. 

j4gaf. Dccet ut talis apparcat corporCj 
qualis a diabolo poflidetur in mente. 

Hyr. En parat egredi ! intendamus quid 
jUo egrediente agant milites pro foribus 
cxpedtantes, 

SCENA QUINTA, 
Milites^ Dulaaus. 

MUu Quis hie cgreditur demoniacus, 
vcl magis ipfe diabolus ? — fiigiamus ! 

Da/. Milites, quo fugitis ? ftatc, ex- 
pcdlate, ducite me cum lucernis ad cubilc. 

Mill. Vox fenioris noftri, fed imago dia- 
boli ! Non fubfiftamus, fed fugam maturc- 
mus ; fantafma vult nos peflundare. 

BuL Ad palatium ibo; ct quam ab- 
jciStioncm patior principibus vulgabp. 
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SCENA SEXTA. 

DuldciuSi Hojiiarii. 

DuU Hoftiarii, introducite me in pala- 
tium, quia ad imperatorem habeo fecretum. 

Hojiiar. Quid hoc vile ac deteftabllc 
mpnftrum, fciflifque nigellis paniculis obfi- 
tum ! pugnis tundamus ; de gradu precipi- 
temusj nee ultra hue detur liber ac- 
ceffus. 

DuL Vae! Vse! quid contigit ? nonne 
fplendiflimis veftibus indutus, totoque eor- 
pore videor nitidus ? et quicunque me 
alpicit velut horribile monftrum faftidit. 
Ad eonjugem revcrtar, quo ab iila quid 
erga me aftum fit experiar. — En folutis 
crinibus egreditur, omnifque dcwnus lacrimis 
perfcquitur. 

Conjux. Hey ! heii mi fenior Dulciti ! 
quid pateris? non es fana^ mentis. Faftus es 
in dcrifum Chrifticolis. 

Dul. 
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Dul. Nunc tandem fentio mc illufum 
iUarum maleficiis. , 

Conjux. Hoc me vehementer confudit, 
hoc praec2{5ue contriftavit^ quod quid patie- 
baris ignoraftL 

Dul Mando ut lafcivae praefentcntur pu- 
cite, et abftradis veftibus publice dcnudcn- 
tur: quo verfa vice, quod noftra poflint 
ludibria, expcriantur. 



SCENA SEPTIMA- 

MUites. 

MIL Fruftra fudamus, invanum labofa- 
vimus. Ecce veftimenta virgineis corporis 
bus inherent, velut coria. Sed ct ipfc, qui 
nos ad expoHandum urgcbat, pnefes, ftertit 
fedendos nee ullatenus excitari poteil a 
fomno. Ad imperatorem adeamus, ipfiqu^ 
rerum quse geruntur ppopalemus. 



Yot.UL Q^ ;SCENA 



2^6 APPENDIX- 

SCENA OCTAVA. 

Diockjianus. 

DiQckf. Doko nimium, quod prefidcnf 
Dulcicium audio adeo illufumi adeo cx- 
probatum, adeo' calumniatmn. Sed ne 
viles muHercuiae jaftcnt fe impune noftris 
diis, De6runrtque cultoribus illudere ^ Sifin- 
nium comitem dirigam ad ultkmcm cxer- 
ccrtdam. 

V 

SCENA NONA. 
Stfinniusy Milttes^ 'Agapesy Cbionia. 

Sifim. O Milites ! ubi funt lafcivse, quae 
torqueri dcbpnt puellae ? 

Milt* Affliguntur in carccrc. 

Siftnn. Hyrcnam rcfcrvatc, et rcliquas 
producite ! 
. Milu Cur unam excipis ? 

Si/inn. Parcens infantias: forte facilius 
convcrtetur, fi Ibrorum prefentia hon ter- 
rcbitur. 

MIL Ita ; praefto funt quas juflifti. 

§ ' ' Sifinnn 
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. Siftnn. Prebete affcnfum, Agapcs, et 
Chionia, mcis confiliis ! 

^gap. Si prebebiirius ? 

Sifinn. Ferte libamina, diis F , » 

Hyr. Vero ct aaterno Patri, cjufquc 
coeterno Filio, fanftoque ambgrum Para- 
cleto, fkcrificlum laudis Jine intermiffione 
libamus. 

Sifimi Hoc vobk non fuadco, fed poenis 
prohibeo. 

^gap. Noh prohibebi?, nee unquam fa- 
crificabimus demoniis* 

Sifitm. Deponite duritidm cordis, et fa- 
crificate 3 fin autem, faciam vos interfeftum 
iri jiixta pweccptum imperatoris Diocle- 
fiani. 

Cbion. Decet ut in noftri necem obtem- 
peres juffis tui imperatoris, cujus nos de- 
creta .contemnere nofcis. Si autem par- 
cendo moram feceris, asquum eft ut tu 
interficiaris. 

Sijinn. Non tardetis, Militcs, non tardctis, 
capere blafphemas has, tt in ignem pro- 
jicite vivas. 

Q^'i MiU. 
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MUi. Inftcmus cottftrucndis regis j #t 
tradamus illas bachantibus fiammi$> quo 
finem demus conviciis. 

jigap. Non tibi, Dominc, non tibi hsec 
potentia infolita 3 ut ignis vim virtuds iuac 
oblivifcatur^ tibi obtemperando. Sed tscdet 
nos moranim: i^co rogannus folvi retina- 
cula animarum ; quo extinftis corporibus 
tecum plaudcnt m aethere noftrl ipiritus^ 

SCENA DEGIMA. 

Militesy Sifinnius, Hyrena. 

MIL O novum, O. ftupcndum miracu- 
lum ! Ecce animae egreflae funt corpora, ct 
nulla laefionis. reperiuntur veftigia. Sed nee 
capilli ncc veftimenta ab ignc funt ambufb, 
quo minus corpora. 
, Sifitm. Proferte H3rrenam. 

Milt. Edam. 

^ifinn. Pertimefce, Hyreni, neccm foro- 
jum } et Cave perire exemplo earum* 

Hyr. Opto cxemplum earum moriendo 

fcqui^ 
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lequii quo merear cum his seternaliter Is- 
tari. 

Sifitm. Cede> cede meae fuafioni. 

Hjfr. Haud cedatn facinus fuadend. 

Siftm. Si non cefleris^ non citum tibt 
prseftabo exitumj fed differam^ ct noTa 
indies fijpplicia multiplicabo. 

Hyr. Quanto acrius torqueor^ tanto glo^ 
riolius exaltabop* 

Sijinn* SuppU^^ia non metuis ! admovebo 
quod horrcfces. 

Hyr. Quioquid irrogabis adverfij evadam 
' jiivaminc Chriftit 

Sifitm. Faciam te ad lupanar duci> cor^ 
pulc|ue tuum turpitef coinquinari. . 

Hfr. Melius eft ut corpus quibufcunque 
injuriis maculetur^ quam aoima idolis pol- 
luatur. 

Siftnn, Si focia eris merctricuni^ non 
. poceris polluta ultra intra contubernium 
computari virginum. 

Hyr, Voluptas parit poenam, neccflitas 
aucem coronam: nee dicitur reatus nifi 
quod confentit animus. 

0.3 Sijm. 
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Sijlm. Fruftfa parcebam, fruftra mifercT 
bar hujus infantiae. 

Mili. Prefcivimus : nuUatenus ad deor 
rum culturam poteft fledi, ncc^terrarc unr 
quam poteft frangi. 
; Siftnn. Non ultra parcam* 

Mili. Reftum. 
. Sifitm. Capita illam fine miferatione ; et 
trahentes cum crudelitate ducitc ad lupanar 
•fine honorc.. 

H^r. Non perducent. * 

, Siftm. Qiiis prohibere potdl ? 

Hyr. Qui mundum fua providentia regit. 

Siftnn. Probabb. 

Hyr. Ac citius libito. 
. Siftnn.' Ne tcrreamini milites fallacibus 
iiujus blaiphemas preiagiis. 

Mili. Non terremur, fed tuis prcceptis 
iparerc nitimur. 

SCENA UNDEGIMA. 

Siftmnitisy Milites^ 

Siftnn. Qui futit hi qui nos invadunt? 

quam fimiles funt militibus quibus Hyrcr 

' nam 
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nam tradidimus. ' Ipfi* funt ! — Cur tarn 
cite iievertimini? quo tepdid* tarn anheii? 

Mili. Teipfum quaerimus. 

Sifijin. Ubi eft quam traxiftis ? 

Milt. In fupercilio mentis* 

Sijinfj. Cujus ? • • 

- MiU. Proximi: 

Sijinn. O infenfati €t hebetes ! totiufqUc 
rationis incapaccs I 

Milu Cur caufaris ? eur voce ct yultu 
nobis minaris ? 

Siftnn, Dii vos perdant ! 

Mili. Quid in te commifimus ? quam tibi 
injuriam fccimus ? quae tua juffa tranfgrefli 
fumus ? 

Sifinn. Nonne precepi, ut rebellem deo- 
rum ad turpitudinis locum trahcretis ? 

Mili. Precepifti; nofque tuis preceptis 
oper^n dedimus implendi^: fed fupervenere 
dvo ignoti juvenes aflferentcsfc ad ^oc exrte 
miiJbs, ut Hyrenam a4 caeuo^n mentis .per- 
duccrent. 

Sifinn. Ignorabara. 
' ' MiU. Agsofcimus. - 

0^4 Sijim. 
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Sifinn. Qualcs fbcrunt ? 

MU. AmiOixx ipkndidi^ vultu admodum 
rcvcrendi. 

Sifim. Niim fcquabimini iUos. 

Milu Scquebamun 

Sifim. Quid fcccrunt ? 

Milt. A dcxtra levaquc Hyrcnsefe loca- 
vcrunt, ct n6s hue direxcrunt, quo tc cidtus 
rci non laterct. 

Sifim. Reftat ut dfc^nfo cquo pci^pm,. 
et qui fuerint^ qui nos tarn Kbere iUuTerunt 
perquiram* 

A&£. Propercmus pariter, 

SCENA DUODECIMA. 
Sifinniusy MiUus^ Hyrena. 

Sifim. Hem! jgnoro quid agam; pef- 
fundatus fum maleficiis Chrifticolarum. En 
moncem circumeo^ et femitam aliquodes 
repperiens, nee afccnfum eopnprchendere, 
reditum quco rcpcterc. 

AGH. Miris modis omnes iUudimur^ ni* 

miaque 
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miaque laffitudinc fatigamur. Et fi, infa- 
num caput! diurius vivere fuftines, teipfura 
et nos perdes. 

Siftm. Quifquis cs, meorum ftrciiue, ex- 
tende arcum, jacc fagittam, perfode hanc 
xnaleficam. 
Mill. Dccct. 

Hyr. Infclix erubcfce ! teque turpiter 
viftum ingemifcc; quia tenells infantiam 
virguncute abfque armorum apparatu nc- 
quiviili fuperare. 

Sijinn. Quicquid dedecoris accidit Icvius 
tolero> quia tc morituram haud dubfto.\ 

Hfr. Hinc mihi quam maxime gauden- 
duiHi tibi vero dolendum^ quia pro tui fe^ 
veritate malignitads in tartara damnaberis; 
ego autem, martyrii palmam virginitatif- 
quc rcceptura coronam, intrabo athcreum 
sctemi regis thalamum— -Cui eft honor et 
gloria in feculal 

FINIS PULCICII, 
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CALLIMACHUS. 



Argumentum in Callimachu^, 

Rcfufcitatio DrufiaDse ct Callimachi, qui earn non fo- 
lum vivam, fed cti&m prae triflitia atque excaecati- 
One illiciti amoris in domino mortuam> plus juftb 
amavit; unde morfu ferpentis male periit* SoA 
precibus San^i Joannis apcfloli una cum Druiian^ 
reiiifcitatus, m Chrillo eft renatus. 



INTERLOCUTORE5, 

Callimachus. 

Amici. 

Drusiana, 

Andronicus. 
Sanctus Joannes, 
Fortunatus. ^ 
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SCENA PRIMA. ' 

CalUmacbuSy Amici. ^ 

CallJry A U C I S vos, Amici, volo. - 

XT Amif. Utere, quantum libct, noftro 
coUoquio ! 

Cdl. Si segre non accipitls, malo ros 
interim fequeftrari aliorum a eolloquio. 

Amip. Quod tibi videtur eommodum, 
nobis eft fcquendum. 

Call. Accedamus in fecretiora loca, ne 
^iquis fuperveniens intcmimpat dicenda ! 
Amic. Utlibet. 

CdU Anxie, diuque grayem fuftinui 
dolorem, quern vcftro conlilio rclcvari poiSc 
ipero. 

Amic. .Squum eft ut communicata in- 
yicem compaflione, patiamur quicquid uni- 
puique noflrum utriufquc evcntu foitunas 
ingeratun 

Call. O utinam voluiiTotis meam paf- 
fionero compaticndo mecum partiri ! • 

Amic. 
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Amic. Enuclea quid patiarisj et fi res 
cxigit> compatiemur : fin auteiti^ animum 
tuum a nequam intcntione revocarc nitc- 
mur. 

CalL Amo. 

Amic. Quid? 

CdL Rem pulcram, rem venuftam ! 

Amic. Nee in folo, nee in omqi; idco 
atx>mum quod amas> per hoc nequimus in^ 
telligere. 

Cdl Mulierem. 

Amic. Cum muficrem dijccris, omnes 
comprchendis. 

Calh Non omnes sequaliter^ fed unam 
fpecialiten 

Amic. Quod dc fubjcfto d:citur> non nifi 
de fubjedo aliquo cognofcitur i unde fi 
velis^nos enarithmum agnoicerc die primun^ 
ufiam ! 

CaU. Drufiana. 

Amic. Andronici hujus principb con« 
jugcm ? 

tall. Ipfam. 

Afnic Erras focie, eft lou b^ptifinate. 

CdK 



APPENDIX. 237 

■ " • 

Call. Inde non euro, li ipfam ad mei 
amorem atcrahere potero« 

Jmk. Non poteris. 

Call; Curdiffiditis? 

Jmic. Quia rem difficilem peris. 

Call. Num ego primus hujufmodi rem 
pcto ? ct non multorum ad audcndum pro-*^ 
vocatus fum cxemplo ? 

j^mic. Intende frater ; ca ipla, quam 
ardes, Sanfti Joannis apoftoli dodrinam 
fecuta, totam fe dcvovit Deo : in tantum 
ut nee ad thorum Andronici Chriftianiflimi 
viri jamdudum potuit rerocarii quo minus 
cuse confentiet vanitad. 

Call. Qusefivi a vobis confplationemj fed 
incutitis mihi dcfperationem. ^ 

j^mic. Qui fimulat fallit,^et qui profcrt 
adulationem vendit veritatem. 

Call. Quia mihi veftrum auxilium fub- 
trahitis, ipfam adibo, ejufquc animo mei 
amorem blandimentis perfgadebo, 
jimic. Haud perfuadebis. 
Call. '^ Quippe vetar fatis.'* 
Jmic. Expcriemur- 

8CENA 
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iSCENA SEC UN DA. 

Callimachus, Drtifiana, 

CaU. Sermo meus ad te, Druliana, pre- 
cordialis amor ! 

Bruf. Quid mccum vclis, Callimadhc^ 
fermonibus agere vehementer admiror. 

Call Miraris ? 

Druf. Satis, 

CalL Primum de amore. 

Druf. Quid> de amore ? 

Call Id fcilicet quod te prse omnibus 
dUigo^ 

Druf. Quse vis confanguinitatis, quaevc 
legalis conditio inftitutionis, compellit te ad 
mei amorem ? ' 

Call Tui pulcritudo. 

Druf. Mea pulcritudo ! 

CalL Immo. 

Druf. Quid ad te ? 

Call ^ Proh dolor ! haflenus parum, fed 
fpcro, quod atcineat poftniodumr 

Druf. Difcede, difcede, leno ncfande ! 

Confundor 
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Confiindor enim diiitius tecum verba mifcere; 
quem fentio plenum diabolical deceptione. 

Catl. Mea Drufiana, ne repellas te 
amantem, tuoque amori cordetcnus inhe- 
rentem 5 fed impendc amori vicem. 

Druf. Lenocinia tua parvi pendo, tuique 
lafciviam faftidio, fed teipfum penitus 
j^erno. 

Call. Adhuc non repperi occafionem 
irafcendi, quia quid mea in te agat diledtio 
forte erubefcis fateri. 

Druf. Nihil aliud, nifi indignationem. 

CalL Credo te Ijanc fententiam mutatam 
ire. 

Druf. Non mutabo pro certo. 

CalL Forte, 

Druf. O infehfate et amens! cur fallens? 
cur te vacua fpe illudis ? quo pa£to, qua 
dementia reris me tuae cedere nugacitati, 
quae per multum tcmporis a legalis thofo 
viri me abftinui. 

Call. Proh Deum atque hominum fidem,! 
fi non confenferis, non quiefcam, non dc- 
fiftam, donee te captionis circumveniam 
infidiis. 

SCENA 
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SCENA TERTIA. 

Drujiana Jola. 

Eh ! heu ! Domine Jefu Chrifte ! qxiid 
prodcft caftitatis profeffionem fubiiffe, cum 
is amcns mca deceptus eft fpecie ? Intende 
Domine mei timorem, intende quem pa- 
tiordolorem! Quid mihi! quid agendunx 
fit ignore. Si prodidero, civilis per mc 
fiet difcordia j fi celavero, infidiis diabolicis 
fine te refragari nequeo. Jubeo mc in te> 
Chrifte, ocius mori, ne fiam in ruinam dc* 
licato juveni* 

SCENA QUARTA- 
AndrGYitcusy Joannes. 

jhdr. Vae mihi infortunato! cr im- 
provilb mortua eft Drufiana ! Curroi Sanc.^ 
tumquc Joannem advoco. 

Joam. Cur nimium contxiftaris> Andro- 
nicc ? Cur fluunt lacrimas ? 

Andr. 
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Andr^ Heu, heu ! Dominc I taedct vitae 
propriae. 

Joann. Quid pateris ? 

Anidr. Drufiana tui aflecla-— « 

Joann. Eftne hominem exuta ? 

Andr. Hcu! eft. 

JooTm. Mukum difconvenit ut pro his 
fundantur lacrimse, quorum animas credi- 
mus laetari in requie. 

Andr. Non dubitem licet quin ut aflcris 
anima asternaliter tetetur j corpufque quan- 
doque incorruptum refufcitctur : hoc tar 
men mc vehemcnter exurit, quod ipla, me 
prcfente, mortem ut adveniret optando inr 
vitavit. 

Joann. Agnoftin* caufam ? 

Andr. Agnovi, tibique cnuclcam, li 
quando ex triftitia hac convalefcam. 

Joann. Accedamusj exequiafque diligenter 
celebremus. 

Andr. Marmoreum in proximo fepul- 
crum habetur, in quod funus ponatur: fer- 
vandique cura fepulcri Fortunato noftro 
relinquatur procurator!. 

Vol. in. R Joann. 
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Jdatm* Decet ut tumukwr liQnoiriScc- 
I>eus laetificet animam in requic, 

SCENA QUI NT A. 

CalUmacbus^ Fortumtus. 

Call* Quid fiet Fortunate, quia nee mortc 
Drufianae revocari pofliim ab amore. 

Portun. Miferabile! 

Call. Pereo nifi me adjuvet tua induftria. 

Fortun. In quo polTuni adjuvare? 

Call In eoj ut vel mortuammc fecias 
▼idcrc. 

Fortun. Corpus adhuc integrum manet, 
ut reor, quia non languore exefum fed levi 
ut cxpcriebare febre eft folutum. 

Call. O ! me fclicem, fi nunquam cxpc- 
rirer ! 

Fortun. Si placabis muneribus, dedam 
' illud tuis ufibus. - 

Call. Quae in pracfenti ad manus habeo 
interim' accipe j nee diffidas te multo majom 
accepturum fore. 

Fortun. Eamus cito, 

CaU. In me non crit mora. 
- - SCENA 
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SCENA SEXTA. 

Fortunatusy Catlimacbus. 

jR?r/«».Ecce corpus nee fades cadaverofa, 
nee membra funt tabida, utere ut libet. 

CalU O Drufiana ! Drufiana ! quo af^ 
fedu cordis te eolui! qua finceritatc di- 
ledionis te vifceratcnus amplexatus fiii ! Ec 
tu femper abjecifti, mcis votis contradixifti; 
nunc in mea fitum eft poteftate quantis libet 
injuriis te velim laceflere, 

Fortun. At, at horribilis Terpens invadic 
nos. 

CalL Hei mihi Fortunate! cur me dece- 
pifti? cur deteftabilc fcelus perfuafifti? En 
tu morieris ferpentis vulnerc, ct ego commo- 
rior pras timore, 

SCENA SEPTIMA. 
Joannesy Jndronicusy Deus. 

Jmm^ Acccdamus, Andrpnicc, ad mttm^ 
lum Dmfianae, quo animam Chrifto coax« 
meudamus prece* 
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Andr^ Hoc decet tui fanftitatem, ut non 
oblivifcaris in tc confidentenu 

"Joam. Eccc invifibilis Deys nobis apparet 
vifibilis in pulchcrrimi fimilitudine juvenis. 

Andr. Expavco, 

^cmn. Domine Jefu ! cur juxta id loci 
dignatxis es fervis tuis manifeilari ? 

Deus. Propter Drufianam, ejuique qui jux- 
ta fepulcrum ilKus jacet reliifcitationemappa- 
rui, quia nomen meum in his debet gloriari. 

Andr. Quam fubito receptus eft coelo ! 

Joann. Ideo caufam penitus non inteUigo, 

Andr. Maturemus greffum; forte expcri- 
eris in pervendoncj quod afleris te minus 
intclligere. 

SCENA OCTAVA. 

Joannes y Andronicusy Callimacbus. 

Joann. In nomine Chrifti, quid eft hoc quod 
rideo miraculi? ecce aperto fepulcro corpus 
Drufian^sc foras eft abje£tum> juxta quod ja- 
cent duo cadayera ampiexu ferpends circum- 
Raau 

Andr. 
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^Anir. Conjefto quid fignificct: is ipfe 
Callimachus Drulianam, dum viveret, illi- 
cite amavit : quod ilia asgrc fcrens in febrem 
prsetriftida incidit, ct mortem, ut advenirct, 
invitavit. 

Joam* Hoc amor caftitatis coegit 

Aidr. Poft hujus occafum, hie amens in- 
felicis languorem amoris, ec negari taodlum 
conglomerans fceleris, tabefcebat animo» 
coque magis defiderid asftuabat* 

Joam* Mifcrabilc ! 

Attdr. Non ambigo quin hunc ImfM-obum 
jCbrvum mercede conduceret, quo illi pa- 
tmndi occafionem facinoris preberct. 

Joann. O nefas incomparabile I 

Andr. Idco ambo, ut video, morte funt 
confumpti, ne effeftum adminiftrarent fcelcri. 

Joam. Nee injuria. 

Andr. In hoc tamen illud eft maxime ad- 
ipirandum; cur hujus, qui pravum voluit, 
refufcitatio, magis quam ejus qui confenfit, 
divina fit voce prenunciata ; nth quia forte 
hic, carnal! deceptus deledbttione, deltquit 
ignorantia, ifte autem Tola malicia. . 

B 3 J^mn. 
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* ^oan. Quanta fupemus arbiter diftridtionc 
cupftorum fafta exafninat> qlaamqve aeqtia 
Innce fingulorum merita pen&t> id doq ob-* 
yium> nee cuiquani explicabile fore potcft; 
quia divina fubtilitas j^udicii longe preterit 
humani fagacitatem ingenii. 

jdndr. Ideo admirando defecimus> quia 
rerum quas gcruntur caufas> do£be inter- 
i^ofcere ncquivimus. 

Jvatm* Eventus poft fadta^ docet periepe. 
rerum difcrimina, 

Andr^ Verum age jam^ beate Joannes, quod 
afturus es ! fac ut refofciiietur Callimachus^ 
quo folvatur hujufmodi ambigiritatis nodus. 

Joann. Reor prius inrocato Chrifti no- 
mine angucm permrbandum. Poft vcro 
Callimachum refufcitandum. 

Andr. Refte reris, ne ultra kcdatur moriu 
ferpentis. 

, Joam. Difcedc ab hoc, crudclis beftia^ 
quia Icrviturus eit Chrifto ! 

Andr. Licet irrationale fit animal, baud 
furda tamen aure, quod juffifti, obaudivit. 

Joann. .Non me« fed Chrifti virtuti pa- 
ruit. : V 

Andr. 
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' Ai^r. Idco citius diiSo cVanuit. 

Joam* Deus incircumfcripte tx income 
prehenfibilis> fimplex et ineftimabilisi gui (b- 
lus es id quod es^ qui diverfa duo focians ex 
hoc ct hoc hottiinem fingis^ eademque difior 
cians unum quod conftaba« refolvis^ jube ut 
fedu6to halitu disjunflaque compagine rur- 
Ills coniiminata Callimachus refiH^at, plenus 
tit fuit^ hoc^ quo ab omnibus magniliceris^ 
qui folus miranda operaris. 

Jndr. Amen. Ecce vitales auras catpit, 
fed pras ilupore adhuc quiefcir* 

*Joann. Callinfmchc, furge in Chrifti no^ 
mine ! et utcuttque fe res habeat, Gonfiterq^ 
iquantiflibet obnoxius fis viciis proferas, ne 
nos in modico lateat Veritas. 

CaR. Negare nequeo quin patraodi caufa 
^cinoris acceflerirxl ; quia inielici Ianguore> 
tabeicebaiti^ nee itticiti aeftom amoris com- 
pcfcere poteram. 

Joann. Quae dementia, quas infania te de« 
cepit ! ut cadis preTumeres fragmentis alicu<* 
jus injuriam confcrrc dehoneftatis. 

Cail PrcJpria fttiltiti'a, hujiifque Fortunati 
fraudulehta deceptio. 

R 4 Joaw^ 
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Joam. Num uiplid infortunio adco infelix 
cffcftus es, Alt nefas quod voluifti pcrficcrc 
pofles ? 

CdL Nullatenus: licet non defiii0et velle 
poffibilitas, tamen omnino defuit pofife. 

Jomn. Quo pa£bo impediebaris ? 

CaU Ut primum diftradto tcgmijic convi^ 
ciis temptavi laceflere corpus exanimes ifte 
^(Mtunatus> qui fbmes mali et incentor ezdtit 
ferpcntinis perfufys venenis periit. 

Andr. O faftum bene ! 

CaU. Mihi autem apparuit juvenis aipe£hi 
cerribilis, qui dete^um corpus honorifice 
texit $ ex cujus flammea facie candentes in 
^yftum fcintillas tranfiliebant, quarum una 
rcfiliens mihi in feciem fercbatur, fimulque 
vox fafta eft dicens~'' Callimache morere 
" ut vivas"— his diftis expirav). 

Juioim. Opus coekftis grame quae non de« 
k^atur in impionim perditione. 

CdU Audifti miierian) meae perditionisj 
noli dongare n^edelam tuas naiferatioms* 

^Joam. Non elongabo. 
. CM. Namnimium confundoTi cordetenus 

contriftpFj 
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contriftor, anxior, gcmo, doleo, fuper gravi 
hnpietate mea. 

Jomn. Nec immerito: quippe grave de- 
liftum baud leve pcenitudinis expcftat remc- 
dium. 

CaS. O utinam referarentur fecreta meo- 
rum vifceram latibula, quo interim amari- 
tudinem quam parior doloris pcrfpiceres, et 
dolenti condolcres. 

Joam. Congaudeo hujufmoai dolori, quia 
fentio tc falubrilcr contrift^ri. 

Call. Taedet me prions vitse, taedet delec- 
tationis iniquse, 

Joann. Nec injuria. 
' CaU. Poenitet quae dcliqui. 

Joann. Et merito. 

Call. Difplicet omne quod feci intantum 
ut nullus anwr, nulla voluptas fit vivendi ; 
nifi renatusjn Chrifto merear in melius 
tranfmutari. 

Joam. Non dubito quin fuperna gratia in 
te appareat. 

Call. Ideo nc moreris, nc pigreris laflum 
crigere, merentem confolationibus attoUere; 

quo 



.^S» APPENDIX. 

quo tuo monitu^ tuo magifterioj a gentUi in 
Chriflianum^anugace in caftum tranfmutatus 
virum, tuoque ducatu femitam arripiens ve- 
ntadsj vivam juxta cUvioas prcconium pro- 
miflionis. 

Joam. BenediAa fit unica progenies di- 
vinitatis>idemqueparticeps noftrsefra^itads, 
qui te fill Callimache parcendo occidit et oc^ 
cidendo revificavit^ quo fuum plafina mortb 
ipecie ab interitu liberaret animsfe. 

Andr. Res iiifolita omnique admiratione 
digna ! 

"joarm. O Chrifte mundi redemptio, ct 
peccatorum propitiado^qualibus lauduoi pre- 
coniis te talem celebrcm ignoro j cxpai^co tui 
benignam clementiam^ qt ckmentem patien- 
tiams qui peccantes nunc paternomort tole* 
rando blandiris, nunc jufta ibyeritate cafti* 
gando ad penitendam cogis. 

Andr. Laus ejus divinas pietad I 

'jotmn. Quis auderet credere,, quifve pre- 

fumeret fperarc^ ut hunc, quern criminofis 

intentum viciis niorsinvenit, et inventum ab- 

ftulit, tui mif<prario ad vitam excitare>advcm- 

4 am 
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am dignaretur reparare? fit nomen tuum 
lanftum in feciria benediftum qui foIuSL.&« 
cis ftupenda mirabilia. 

Andr. Eja! fanfte Joannes, ct me Gonfo- 
lari ne tardes \ nam conjt^Ks amor Drufi* 
anae meam haud patitur mentcm confiftcrc, 
nifi et ipfam quantotius videam refurreftum 
ire. 

jMnn. Drufiana, refufeket tc Dominus 
Jefus Chriftus* 

Druf. Laus et honor tibi, Ghrifte, qui me 
lecifti revivifcerc ! 

Call. Sofpitatis aiwftori^ grates, q«i te, mea 
DruGana, refurgere dedit in laetitia, quse gravi 
cum triftitia die fongebaris extrema. 

Dra/I Decet tui fanditatem, vcnerandc 
pater Joannes, ut relufcitato CallimaGho qui' 
me illicite atnavit, ct hunc refiifcites, qui 
mei proditor funeris exticit. 

Call. Ne dignum ducas, Chrifti apoftole, 
hunc proditorem, hunc malefaftorem a vin- 
culis mortis ablblverc, qui me decepir, me 
feduxit, meque ad audcndum horribile faei- 
nus provocavit ! 
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*foam. Non dcbes iUI invidcrc gratiam 
divinae dementia:. 

CaU. Non enini eft dignus refurrc&ionc, 
qui audor extitit perditionis alienac. 

'Joarni. Lex noftras religionis docet> ut ho- 
mo homini dimittat, fi ipfe a Deo dimitd 
ambiat. 

Andr. Juftum. 

Joam. Quando edamDei unigenitus,idem« 
qiic virginis primogenitus,qui folus innocens^ 
ibhis immaculatus, folus fine vetemi forde 
delidi in mundum venit ; omnes fub gravi 
onerc peccati deprefibs invcnit. 

Andr. Verum, 

'Joann. Scilicet nullum juftum, nullum mi- 
fcricordia inveniretdignum: neminemtamen 
Iptevit, neminem fuae gratia pietatis priva- 
viti fed ieipfum tradidit fuiquc diledam 
animam pro omnibus pofuit. 

Andr. Si innocens non occideretur, nemo 
jufte liberaretun 

'Joam. Ideo in hominum non dele£tatur 
perditione, quos fuo emptos meminit pre* 
tiofb fenguine. 

Aiidr^ 
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Andr. Gratias illi. 

Joam. Undc aliis Dei gratiam non debc- 
mus invidcrc, quam ex nuUis precedentibus 
mcriris in nobis gaudemus abundare* 

CdU Terruifti me monitu. 

Joann. Nc autcni tuis vidcar reniti vocisj 
non fufcitetur per me> fed per Drufianam : 
quia ad hoc unplendum a Deo accepic gra« 
tiam. 

"DtuJ. Divina fubftantia quae verc et fingu- 
lariter 6s fine materia ibmna ; quae hominem 
ad tui imaginem plafmafti^ et plafm^to fpi- 
racukim vitae infpirafti \ jube matcrialc cor- 
pus Forcunatij redudo calore^ in viventem 
animam iterum reformari : quo trma noftri 
refufcitado tibi in laudem vertatura Trinitas 
veneranda ! 

Joam. Amen.. 

'DruJ. Expergifcere Fortunate ! et juflu 
Chri{li> retinacula mortis difrumpe. 

Fortun. Quis me apprehenfa manu erexit? 
Quis vocem ut refurgerem dedit? 

Joam. Drufiana. 

Fwtun* Nam me fuTcitavit Drufiana ? 

Jcmm^ Ipfa. 

FcrtuH. 
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Fortun. Nonne ante aliquot dies ImproTifa 
inorte fuerat confumjpta ? 

"Joann. At vivit in Chrifto. 

Fortun. Et cur manet Callinmachus gravi . 
Yultu modeftus ? nee perfurit folito more ia 
amore Drufianae. 

Joam* Qui*' a ncquam interitione tranf- ^ 
mutatus, vere eft Chrifti difcipulus. 

Fortun. Non ! 

*joam. Etiam. 

Fcrtun. Si, ut afleris, me Drufiana fufci- 
tavit et Callimachus Chiifto credidit, vitam 
repudio> morteniquc fponte eligo: quia ma* 
lo non eife, quam in bis tantam abundantem 
virtutum gratiam fcntifcere. 

Joam. O admiranda diaboli bvidial O 
m^cia ierpentis antiqui! qui et protoplaftis 
mortem propinavit, et fuper juftorum gloria 
femper gemit. Ifte infeliciflimus Fortunatus, 
diabolicse amaritudinis felle pleniflimusj 
comparatiir malse arbori amaros fru6t:us fa« 
cienti : unde excifiis a coUegio juftorum, et^ 
abjcdus aconfordo timentiumDeum) mitta- 
tur in astemi ignem fupplicii, cruciandus 
fine alicujus intermixtione rcfrigerii* 

Andr, 
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Anir. Eccc turgcfcentibus ferpentinis 
morfibus ad occaium rurfus vergitur, ct 
citkis difto morietur. 

Jumn. Morittufj fitque ificola Gehenna^^ 
qui propter alieni invidiam profeAus rccu* 
fevit vivere ! 

Andr. Tcrribik! 

^oam. Nihil terribtlius invido^ nihil (cc^ 
leftius fuperbo. 

Andr. Uterque miferabiiis. 

Joann. Una eademque per^a utroque fu- 
perlaborat vitio^ quia neutrum fine alcero. 

Andr. Expone enuckatius. 

Joann. Nam qui fupcrbit invidct, ct qui 
invidet fuperbit : quia mens invida dum alk- 
nam laudem nee patitur audire, et in fui 
comparatione pcrfeftiores ambit ihlcfcere, 
dedignatur fubjeci dignioribus> et (iiperbe 
conatur preferri comparibus. 

Andr. Patet. 

Joarm. Unde ille miferrimus vulnerabatur 
mente, quia fe bis inferiorem eltimare non 
fuftinuit, in quels ampliorem Dei gratiam 
lucere non nefcivit. 

Andr. Nunc tandem intelligo quod inter 

furgentes 
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fuigentes minime eft copiputatust quk 
ocius erat moritunis. 

'Joam. Dignus eft enim utraque morte, 
quia et commendatum fiinus afficicbat in- 
juria> et refurgentes injufto infedabatur odio. 

Andr. Infelix eft mortuus. 

Joam. Recedamus> fuumque diabolo fili^ 
um rclinquamus'i nos autcm diem iftum ct 
pro miranda Callimachi mutatione, ct pro 
utriufquc refufcitatione, cum laetiria agamusi 
gratias fercntes Deo aequo judici fccrctorum- 
que difcreciffimo cognitori, qui folus omnia 
fubdliter examiflans> omnia re£te diiponenS) 
unumquemque, juxta quod dignum prenof- 
citj prcemiis ftippliciifque aptabit; ipfi Ibli 
honor, virtus, fortitudo, et viftoria, laus, ct 
jubilado per infinita fseculorum fascula! 
Ameiu 

FINIS CALLIMACHI. 



THE END. 
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